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To all whom it may concern:

-Be 1t known that I, JOSEPH SELIGMAN, of

New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Dress-Shield
Fasteners, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

Thisinvention relates to means for detach-
ably securing dress-shields to seam-strips of
dresses, and hdS for its ob;ject to provide an
efficient and relatively inexpensive fastener
adapted to be secured to a dress-shield and
to engage a seam-strip without in any way

interfering with the comfort of the wearer

and WlthOllt liability of tearing the seam-strip
when being engaged therewnh and removed
therefrom. -
Theinvention consistsin the improvements
which I will now proceed to deseribe and claim.
Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a view of the blank from which the fastener
constituting the embodiment of my invention
here shown and described is made. Figs. 2,
3, and 4 represent, respectively, rear, front,
and end elevations of the completed fastener,
made from the blank shown in Fig. 1, before
the same is attached to a dress-shield. Fig.
O represents a perspective view of said fa,s-
tener. Iig. 6 represents a perspective view
showing the fastener attached to the mar-
gin of one of the flaps or sides of a dress-

shield. Kig. 7 represents a section on line7 7

of Fig. 6. Fws 3 and 9 represent, respec-
mvely, sectlons on lines 8 8 and 9 9 of Fig. 7.
KFig.10representsalongitudinalsection taken
through a portion of the fold of a dress-shield
and showing my improved fastener in section
attached thereto. Iig. 11 represents a sec-
tionon linell 11, Fig.10.  Fig. 12 represents
a side view of a dress-shield equipped with
fasteners of the constrnction shown in the
Fig. 13 represents a side
view of a modification.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

My improved dress-shield fastener is made
from a flat blank 2, having converging edges
3 3, sald blank being made from sheet metal.
The blank is bent or rolled to form a frusto-

conical elip 4, having a tapering slot extend-
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ing from end to end, the edges of said slot be-
1ing the converging edges 8 3 of the blank,
sald edges constltutmg gmppm -jaws a,da,pt-
ed to engage a seam-strip 5 within the arm-
opening or sleeve of a lady’s dress-waist. It
will be seen particularly by an inspection of
Figs. 3, 7, 8, and 9 that at any portion of the

| cross-section of the clip the seam-strip-re-

celving slot is narrower than the interior of
the clip, the edges or jaws 3 3 projecting in-
wardly toward each other over the space or

‘chamber inclosed by the clip, so that they

form opposed gripping edges, which are op-
posed or projeet inwardly in opposite direc-
tionsalong the entire length of the slot. Ience
all parts of said jaws are adapted to bear
with a biting or grasping pressure against
the seam-strip 5. In other words, there are
no portions of said jaws which are liable to
permit the strip to slip edgewise outwardly
from the back of the clip, or vice versa, so
that the back or closed side of the clip at
the smaller end thereof may be held closely

against the edge of the strip, as indicated in

Figs. 7 and 10, the ¢lip being thus prevented
from standing out from the strip and caus-
ing discomfort to the wearer. This feature
of my Invention—namely, the extension of

the opposed gripping-jaws to the smaller end
'of the clip, the jaws being

adapted to grasp
or bite the fabric at the smallel end of the

clip as well as at the larger end—is a very

desirable one in a dress-shield fastener, be-
cause 1t enables the clip to be engaged firmly
with a seam-strip throughout the entirelength
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of the jaws by a strain exerted on the shleld .

to which 1t 18 attached.

It will be observed that the preferred or
frusto-conical form of hollow clip is substan-
tially circular at all cross-sectional points
from the larger to the smaller end. This re-
sults in briuging___the edges of the metal at the
sides of the slot into opposition, so that the
seam or fabrie is grasped or bitten hetween

the edges of the metal which are uniform in

width and character of bite, and since the
amount of metal is less at the smaller end of
theclip, or,in other words, formed in a smaller
circle in cross-section, the hold or bite pro-
gressively increases in strength from the
larger to the smaller end, so that the strongest

Qo

95

10Q



IO

o

hold is exerted at the portion of the clip which
has the smallest internal diameter. IFurther-
more, since the smaller end of the clip is un-
obstructed the strip or seam of fabrie that
18 gripped is permitted to extend from said
smaller end without deflection from the line
of the back of the clip, while the extension
of the biting hold of the jaws to the smaller
end prevents such outward deflection.

The means here shown for securing the clip
to a dress-shield comprise an extension 6,
formed on the wider end of the blank, and

-spurs 77, formed on said extension and sepa-
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rated from the body of the clip by the inner
portion of the extension, said inner portion
forming a neck, which connects the spurs 7 7
with the body of the clip. The spurs7 7 are
adapted to penetrate the margin of one of the
folds or side pieces 8 of a dress-shield, as
shown in Figs. 6 and 7, or the folded portion

~atthe junction of said side pieces 8, as shown
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in Figs. 10 and 11. It will be seen that the
separation of the prongs 7 7 from the larger
end of the body of the clip enables the prongs
to penetrate the material at a suitable dis-
tance inwardly from the edge thereof, the
larger end of the body of the clip constituting
a gage or stop, against which the edge of the
dress-shield bears when the clip is properly
adjusted for attachment to the shield. " The
neck 6 18 preferably arched like the portion
of the body of the ¢lip from which it extends,
the arched form of the extension enabling it
to conform to the curvature of the fold of the
dress-shield, as shown in Fig.11, the extension

-6 bearing smoothly on the fold of the shield

without causing any protuberance likely to
cause discomfort to the wearer of the shield.

It will beseen that the desceribed fastener is
adapted to be quickly and securely attached
to a shield and that when attached it en-
ables the shield to be readily engaged with
and removed from the seam-strips within a
dress-waist without liability of injury to the
said strips. | |

I do not limit myself to the converging ar-
rangement of the jaws 3 3 shown in Fig. 3.
Sald jaws may be substantially parallel, as
shown in Kig. 13, without departing from the
spirit of my invention. In case the jawsare
parallel the normal width of the slot between
the jaws at the larger end of the clip will be

- preferably somewhat less than the width of
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the wider end of the slot shown in Fig. 3.
I claim—

711,234

1. The combination with an article of wear-
ing-apparel, of a tubular elastic ¢lip secured
thereto, said clip being open throughout with
unobstruected ends, and having its wall slitted
from end to end to form opposite gripping
edges arranged to exert pressure edgewise to-
ward each other and constructed to exert
agreater tension at one end than at the other,
whereby a fabric or seam-strip within the slit
will be grasped by the opposing edges of the
clip and held throughout the length of the
latter but with a relatively strong tension at
one end, as set forth.

2. Afrusto-conical hollowclip having a con-
tinuous tapering internal opening extending
from end to end and unobstructed at both ends
and having a slot extending from end to end,
said slot being narrower than the internal di-
ameter of the clip, sothat its edges form op-

posed biting-jaws,the said e¢lip being substan-

tially circular at all cross-sectional points,
whereby the opposed biting-jaws are uniform
fromend toend and areadapted toexertahold
which progressivelyincereases from the larger
to thesmaller end of theclip,and meansfor at-
taching the clip to an article of wearing-ap-
parel, whereby a strain which may be exerted
on the article of wearing-apparel to which it is
attached in a direction lengthwise of the clip
1s caused to engage the jaws with a strip of
fabrie throughout the entire length of the
jaws with a biting hold whieh 1s uniform in
character but increases in strength from the
larger to the smaller end, the strongest hold
being exerted at the part of the clip which
has the smallest internal diameter.

3. The combination of a dress-shield, and a
frusto-conical hollow clip which is open or un-
obstructed at both ends, and is provided with
means for attaching it to the shield and which
projects at its smaller end from the point of
attachment, said c¢lip having opposed longi-
tudinal biting-jaws separated by a slot which
18 narrower than the internal diameter of the
clip, whereby said biting-jaws are adapted to
exert a hold which increases from the larger
to the smaller end of the clip, the strongest
hold being exerted at the portion of the clip
which has the smallest internal diameter.

- In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH SELIGMAN.
Witnesses: .
C. F. BROWN,
A. D. HARRISON.
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