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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN W. PUTNAM,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Stringing-Tools; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to make and use the
same.

The present invention relates to ‘“‘string-
ing-tools,” so called, designed particularly £0
apply tension or strain on a cord or wire 1in
stringing such wires.

It 1s now customary in lasting boots and
shoes to omit the lasting-tacks from the up-
per around the toe of the last and to secure
the gathered edge of the upper against the
shoulder of the sole around the toe by a cord
or wire secured to a lasting-tack at one side
of the upper near the toe, then drawn around
the toe under strain or tension and secured
to a lasting-tack at the opposite side, which
operation is known in the trade as ‘‘string-
ing the toes.” It 1is necessaryin pe1form1nn‘
this operation in order to properly gather in
and secure the edge of the upper around the
toe of the last to apply considerable strain
and tension to the cord or wire, and where
this is done by the hand of the operator quite
frequently causes considerable damage to the
operator’s hand.

The object of the present invention is fo
produce a tool whereby the stringing of cords
or wires under tension may be quickly per-
formed, and particularly to provide such tool
with means whereby the wire as it passes
through the tool will be held in such a man-
ner as to be readily wrapped around a tack
or other securing device, and, furthermore,
to provide such tool with a cutting device
whereby after the wire has been secured as
deseribed 1t may be cut off.

Tothe above end the present invention con-
sists of the devices and combinations of .de-
vices which are hereinafter set forth and
claimed.

The present invention is illustrated in the

5o accompanying drawings, in which—

| tool.

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of my
improved stringing-tool; and IFig. 2 shows a -
sectional view taken on the line z z, Fig. 1

Similar letters of reference will be used
throughout the speeci:
deswndte emrespondm parts.

WI} improved stringing-tool, as illustrated
in the drawings, eomprises a Suit&ble frame
arranged to be grasped by the hand of the

operator, which frame may be of any usual 6o

or convenient form and arrangement, and as
illustrated in the drawings it compr 1ses a top
D, plowded at its forward edge with a pro-
jecting wire guide or nose c, and 18 80 shaped

as to form seats or rests d upon each side of 65

the guide-nose ¢, against which the fingers of
the operator are arranged to bear when the
tool is grasped by the hand and a pull or
strain applied to the wire, the guide or nose

¢ being of such a length as to project for- 7o

wardly between the fingers of the operator

when the tool is grasped by the hand.
Intheillustrated embodiment of myinven-

tion I have provided a reel e, which is sup-

ported upon a shaft 7, mounted in depending %5

flanges ¢, and the free end of the wire leads
from the reel ¢ through a passage 5, extend-
ing throungh the nose or guide ¢, as shown
clearly in the drawi ings.

It will be obsewed that when the tool i3 So

orasped by the hand the operator may by
applying sufficient pressure to the coil of wire
on the reel ¢ prevent the reel from turning
and by pulling backward on the wire may ex-

ert considerable strain or tension thereon, 8s

and after the wire has been secured as here-
inbefore described, as in stringing the toes of
shoesin lasting, the pressure may be relieved,
permitting the wire to be drawn from the pas-

sage N for another operation of the device. go

1t will be noted in this connection that the
reel or wire e constitutes a friction device
whereby pressure may be applied to the wire
by the thumb of the operator to retard and

restrain the turning of the reel and prevent g5

the drawing of the wire from the tool. If de-

sired, however, the reel may be dispensed
with, and any suitable friction-clamp may be
substituted therefor to clamp the wire in the
It will be noted that the projecting 100

ication and drawings to 55
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nose or guide ¢ enables the operator to wrap
the wire as it emerges therefrom closely
around a lasting-tack close to the upper of
the shoe. |

The device is provided with a suitable cut-
ting mechanism whereby after the wire has

been secured as described it may be cut off,

which cutting mechanism may be construct-
ed and arranged in any suitable manner; but,
as shown in the drawings, it is preferably so

arranged as to be operated by the finger of ;

the hand of the operater in which the tool is
aripped, and this cutting mechanism consists
of an arm <, secured to the frame of the tool
and projecting forwardly therefrom to one
side of and in front of the nose or guide c,
the forward end of which is preferably curved
inward toward the nose or guide ¢, as shown

"~ at k, and the upper edge of the inturned end
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sharpened, forming acutterm. Codperating
with the cutter m is a cutter m', formed on
the outer end of a lever m?, fulerumed to the
arm atms, the lever m® extending backwardly
and being preferably outwardly curved, as
shown at m?!, whereby it may be engaged and
operated by a finger of the hand of the oper-
ator in which the tool is held.

It will be observed that with the tool held
as described after the strain has been ap-
plied to the cord or wire in stringing the
same the operator, still grasping the tool, by
simply turning his hand so as to cause the
wire as it leads from the tack or other secur-
ing means to enter between the cutters m and
m' may rock the lever m* and cut ofi the wire,
leaving a sufficient portion thereof extended
from the nose or guide ¢ to enable another
section of wire to be drawn from the tool.

Having described the construction and
mode of operation of my invention, I desire
to state that it is not limited to the details ot

construction shown in the drawings, as I be-

lieve that I am the first to provide a tool to
be held in the hand of an operator provided

with a wire-guide ¢ or nose through which

the wire leads in applying strain thereto and
to nrovide such tool with rests or bearings for
the fingers of the operator, whereby to relieve
the hand of the operator from straln in ap-
plying tension to the cord or wire, or to com-

bine with the above-stated elements a cutter

to cut oif the wire.

I therefore claim as new and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent of the United States—

1. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, a
guide or nose extended therefrom provided
with a wire-passage, and finger-rests upon op-
posite sides of the guide or nose, substan-
tially as deseribed. |

2. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, a |
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ouide or nose extended therefrom, a wire-pas-

sage in the guide or nose, and a cutter car-
ried by the frame adjacent to and in front of
the guide or nose in position to engage the

| wire as it leads from the guide or nose, sub-

stantially as described.
3. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, a

guide or nose extended therefrom, a wire-pas-

sage in the guide or nose, a stationary cutter
carried by the frame adjacent to and in front
of the guide or nose in position to engage the
wire as it leads from the guide.or nose, and
a movable cutter cobperating with the sta-
tionary cutter, substantially as desecribed.

4. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, a
ouide or nose extended therefrom provided
with a wire-passage, a reel mounted in the
frame arranged to be braked by the hand of
the operator, and acutter carried by the frame
to cut the wire, substantially as described.

5. Astringing-toolcomprising a frame, hav-
ing a wire-passage therein and a cubter car-
ried by the frame in front of the end of the
passage in position to engage the wire as 1t
leads from the passage, substantially as de-
scribed. | '

6. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, &
guide or nose extended therefrom provided
with a wire-passage, finger-rests upon oppo-
site sides of the guide or nose, and a cutter
carried by the frame adjacent to and in front
of the guide or nose in position to engage the
wire as it leads from the guide or nose, sub-
stantially as described. ,

7. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, a
aguide or nose extended therefrom provided
with a wire-passage, finger-rests upon oppo-
site sides of the guide or nose, and a cutter
carried by the frame to cut the wire, substan-
tially as described. '

S.. A stringing-tool comprising a {frame, a
cguide or nose extended therefrom provided
with a wire-passage, finger-rests upon oppo-
site sides of the guide or nose, a reel mounted
in the frame arranged to be braked by the
hand of the operator and a cutter carried by
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the frame to cut the wire, substantially as de-

sceribed.

9. A stringing-tool comprising a frame, a

guide or nose extended therefrom, and a reel
mounted in the frame arranged to be braked
by the hand of the operator, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN W. PUTNAM.

YWitnesses:
T. HART ANDERSON,
BENJAMIN PHILLIPS.
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