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To all 1whoin T Ml CoOneer:

- Beitknownthatl, FRANK J. PRUE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Woonsocket,
in the county of Providence and State of
Rhode Island, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Undergarments, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements 1n
that class of undergarments which are pro-
vided with seat-openings and which as at
present made have been found to be very ob-
jectionable, because of the tendency of the
seat portions to spread apart and expose the
person of the wearer, particularly when such
wearer stoops, which is very uncomfortable.

The general object of theinvention is to re-
move the objection stated without rendering
the garment cumbersome or uncomfortable in
the crotch or materially inereasing the cost of
the same; and it consists in a garment hav-
ing a vertical opening orslit inits seat, which
is advantageous, because but a minimum
amount of material is required to form the
seat, and the seat portions are enabled to nor-
mally rest close together and cover the per-
son of the wearer,and alsohavingaflap which,
in addition to resting over and reinforcing

~one or more of the seat portions and increas-
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ing the durability of the garment, is calcu-
lated when the seat portions move apart as
incident to stooping of the wearer to cover
the opening between said seat portions, and
thereby effectually prevent exposure of the
person of the wearer.

With the foregoing in mind the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claim, when taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a union or
combination garment embodying my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the lower
portion of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of the lower portion of the garment,illus-

trating the flap as open; and Fig. 4 18 a rear |

elevation illustrating a modified form of flap
as partly broken away.

Reforring by letter to the said drawings,
and more particularly to FFigs. 1 to 3 thereof,

in front and down to the croteh.

I3 I3 are the
Jegs, which form continuations of the body
portion. C C are seat portions, and D 1Is a
vertical slit or opening formed between the
seat portions and extending from the crofch
upwardly, as best shown in Fig. 3. Theseat
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portions are designed to normally rest over

and cover the buttocks of the wearer, and, as
will be readily appreciated, but a minimum
amount of material is required to form the
same. DBy virtue of the central vertical slit
D, extending upwardly from the crotch at the
back, and the buttoned opening extending
upwardly from the crotch—i. e., communi-
cating with the slit D—it will be seen that
when the flap E is in the position shown in
Iigs. 1 and 2 the crotech portion of the gar-
ment is entirely closed; also, that when the
flap E is in the position shown in Fig. 3 and
thelower portionof thefrontisunbuttonedthe
crotch portion may be conveniently opened
to a considerable extent, which is an 1mpor-
tant advantage. Sewed or otherwise joined
to the body A, preferably at a point imme-
diately above the upper end of the slit or
opening D, is my improved flap K, which in
the preferred embodiment of the invention
is of the same material as the remainder of
the garment. The upper portion of the said
flap is of a width corresponding to that of the
back of the body, and it is connected to said

| ' body along its upper horizontal edge, as in-

dicated by ¢, and along its vertical edges, as
indicated by 6. From the lower ends of the
latter connections the flapis tapered or gradu-
ally reduced in width to a point below the
lower end of the slit or opening D, where it

i is provided with a reduced portion or tongue

¢ of about the proportional width and length
stated. By virtue of the flap being tapered
and provided with a tongue, as stated, it is
enabled to normally rest over and reinforce
the seat portions C and to cover the slit or
opening D when the seat portions C move
apart, incident to stooping of the wearer, so
as to effectually prevent uncovering of the
wearer’s person, and this without rendering

| the garment uncomfortable or cumbersome

in the croteh or at any other point and with-

A is the body portion of the garment, which | out materially increasingits cost. Thetongue
ap is of a length to be carried up
of the body A and is detachably

above the waist may be in the usual form.
Said body portion isarranged so as to button

| the front
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connected thereto by a button d or other suit- |

able means. Hence it follows that when the
wearer of the garment desires to open the flap

and adjust it to the position shown in Fig. 3 |

the same may be quickly and easily accom-
plished. |

In the modification shown in Fig. 4 the con-
struction is the same as that deseribed, with
the exception that a flap E' is employed in
lieu of the flap E. The said flap E’ is knit-
ted or otherwise joined to one of the seat por-
tions C at one edge of the slit or opening D
and in its normal operative position extends
over the opening, so as to cover the same,
and also over the other seat portion to rein-
force it and is detachably connected to the
body A at one side thereof through the me-

dium of the button d' on the body or other

means. As clearly shown, the flap E'is of
a height slightly greater than the opening D
and 1s tapered, as indicated by e, toward its
lower end. From this it follows that while
1t 1S adapted to close the opening D and rein-
force one of the seat portions C quite as ef-
fectually as the flap E it does not render the
garment cumbersome or uncomfortable; also,
that 1t adds but little to the cost of the gar-
ment and 1s adapted to be opened and closed
with great facility.

IHaving described my invention, what T
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claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— |

A garment buttoned down its front to ifs
crotch and having a central vertical slit or
narrow opening formed in its seat and com-
municating with the front, buttoned opening,
and seat portions at opposite sides of the said
slit or opening, and also having the flap E,
the upperrear portion of which extends sub-
stantially throughout the width of the back
of the garment so as to normally rest over

and reinforce the seat portions; the said flap
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E being joined along its upper edge to the

back of the garment above the vertical slit
or opening, and tapered or gradually reduced

| in width from its point of connection to the

croteh of the garment, and terminating at the
croteh in the narrow tongue ¢ of a length to
reach through the crotch and partly up the
front portion of the garment, and means for
detachably connecting the said tongue ¢ to
sald front portion of the garment.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses. | |

FRANK J. PRUE.

Witnesses: |
GEO. W. SPAULDING,
EDGAR B. SPAULDING.
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