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Io all whom it may concern:
3¢ it known that I, WALTER B. MERCK, a

citizen of the United States, residingat Ocala, °

in the county of Marion and State of Florida,
have invented a new and useful Horseshoe,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improved horseshoe es-
pecially adapted for use in expanding the
hoofs of horses that are affected by contracted
heels; and it consists in a shoe having jaws
at the heels thereof and a wedge between and
engacing said jaws, whereby the heel of the
shoe, and consequently the heel of the hoof,
may be expanded gradually by tightening or
driving in the wedge slightly from time to
time; and my invention further consists In
the peculiar construction and combination of

devices hereinafter fully set forth and
claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118

an inverted perspective view of a horseshoe
embodying myimprovements. Fig.2isasimi-
lar view of a modified form of my invention.
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of one side
of the heel of the shoe, showing the pivoted
iaw detached thereirom.

My improved horseshoe has its front or toe
portion and the arms which form its sides
formed integrally, as shown in Fig. 1. At
the rear ends of the arms which form the
heel of the shoe I provide jaws 1 on theinner
sides of the arms, which jaws are adapted to
be engaged by a wedge 2, inserted between
the jaws, by which means the heel of the shoe
may be widened or expanded irom time to
time to correspondingly expand the heel of
the hoof by driving in the wedge. In the
embodiment of my invention shown in FKig.
1 the jaws 1 are pivotally attached to the
shoe. The latter has on the innerside of its

heel portions or arms pairs of lugs «, which |
are engaged by corresponding lugs b, with

which the jaws are provided, the said Iugs ¢
b being provided with alined openings ¢, in
which are fitted pivotal screws d. The said
jaws are provided in their opposing sides with
longitudinal grooves 3, the faces of which are
serrated, as at 4. - The wedge 2, which is in-
serted. between the jaws, is provided on 1ts

so engaging side with tongues 5, which engage

- geribed.

[ the said grooves 3 of the jaws, and the said

tongues are provided with serrated surfaces

6, which are adapted to engage the serrated

faces 4 of the grooves in the jaws, so that
the wedge when driven in between the jaws
to widen the heel of the shoe .is prevented
from slipping rearwardly thereafter. In
practice the wedge will be driven up a slight
distance at suitable intervals of time to cor-
respondingly expand the heel of tha shoe, and
hence in time a hoof the heel of which 1s con-
tracted may be expanded and cured of its in-
firmity. |

In the form of my invention shown in Kig.

1 the shoe is provided with heel-calks ¢,

which may be made of rubber or other suit-
able material. |

In the form of my invention shown in Ifig.
2 the jaws 1 are formed integrally with the
shoe.

Having thus deseribed my invention, 1
claim—

1. Ahorseshoe havingalongitudinally-mov-
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able wedge at the heel thereof, to expand the

heel of the shoe and thereby widen the heel
of the hoof, substantially as described.

2. A horseshoe having oppositely - faced
jaws at the heel thereof and a longitudinally-
movable wedge to engage said jaws and ex-
pand the heel of the shoe, for the purpose
set forth, substantially as described.

3. A horseshoe having pivoted jaws at the
heel thereof, and a wedge between said jaws
and engaging the same, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. A horseshoe having jaws at the heel
thereof and a wedge between said jaws, said
jaws and wedge having mutually-engaging
faces to lock the wedge in place, substantially
as described.

5. A horseshoe having jaws at the heel
thereof, and a wedge between said jaws, said
jaws and wedge having mutually-engaging
serrated faces to lock the wedge in place,
substantially as described. o

6. A horseshoe having jaws at the heel
thereof and a wedge between said jaws, the
engaging sides of said jaws and wedge being
tongued and grooved, substantially as de-
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7. A hoof - expanding shoe having arms | myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
formed integrally with t,lil?fl toe or front por- | the presence of two witnesses.
tion, jaws on the inner sides of the arms at | - J '
their rear ends, and a wedge engaging the op- ‘VALTER B. MERCK.
5 posing sides of the jaws to expand the heel Witnesses:
of the shoe, substantially as described. | E. MORRIS,
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as | R. BULLOCK. -
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