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To all whomy it Nl COTCer?L:

IBe it known that I, AUGUSTINE F. LITTLE-
FIELD, of Lynn, in the county of Essex and
Qtate of Massachusetts, haveinvented an Im-
proved Boot or Shoe, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing.

My invention is a lace boot orshoe in which
turning back the outer flap disengages the
lacing from lacing-hodks on the inner sur-
face of the outer flap and in which both sets
of devices for holding the lacing are between
the two flaps, so that these devices- are
shielded by the flaps when the shoe is laced,
or, in other words, my invention is a boot or
shoe with lacing-flaps one overlapping the
other, with a set of lacing-hooks on the in-
ner surface of the outer or overlapping flap
cobperating with a set of lace-holding devices
on the outer surface of the ilnner or over-
lapped flap, so that both sets of lace-holding
devices will be between the flaps when the
shoe is laced, and yet can be unlaced with
oreat ease and quickness by simply releasing
the free end of the lacing and turning the
outer flap back, when the lacing will of itselt
slip out of the hooks on the inner surface of
the outer flap, for by turning the outer flap
back those hooks are reversed, as will be
clear from the drawing—that is, the mouths
of the hooks on the inner surface of the outer
flap open toward the lace-holding devices on
the outer surface of the inner flap when the
outer flap is turned back instead of opening
the opposite way, as they do when the shoe
is laced. |

In the drawing illustrating my invention,
A represents a shoe having a slit or opening
in the upper similar to that provided in or-

dinary button-shoes, with one edge overlap-

ping the other in the well-known manner.
The main feature of my invention is the

two sets of lacing-hooks a and b, located be- |

tween and secured to the flaps a b', one set
of hooks ¢ being secured to the under side

of the outer flap ¢’ and the other set of hooks

b being secured to the upper face of the in-
ner flap b, the hooks of one set being op-
nosed to the hooks of the other set. The
lower end of the lacing-cord ¢ is secured on
the lowermost hook of one of the sets or else
secured in any suitable manner to the shoe
at or near the bottom of the slit, and after
the cord ¢ is interlaced in the two sets of
hooks the upper end thereof is carried from
the uppermost hook to alace-holder d, of any
well-known and suitable construction, which
engages the lace and prevents the same from
slipping through the hooks. The hooks «
and b of both sets may be of any of the well-
known forms, riveted or otherwise secured to
their respective flaps. Preferably each hook
of one set occeupies a position on its flap
which brings it between two hooks on the
other flap,-so that when the flaps are closed
the hooks of one set are staggered with rela-
tion to the hooks of the other set.

What I claim as my invention 18—

In a boot or shoe the combination of two
flaps, one of which overlaps the other; a set
of lace-holding devices secured to the outer
surface of the inner flap; a set of lacing-
hooks so secured to the under surface of the
outer flap that they open away from the edge
of the outer flap and away from the lace-
holding devices when the shoe is laced but
when the outer flap is turned back they open
toward the lace-holding devices; and a lacing
adapted to be connected with and discon-
nected from the lacing-hooks, substantially
as described.

AUGUSTINE F. LITTLEFIELD:

VWitnesses:
WM. MAYNADIER,
ARTEUR F. RANDAILL.
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