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UntTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

—

WILLIAM S. WICKHAM, OF SALAMANCA, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALFK
7O JAMES WICKIAM, OF SALAMANCA, NEW YORK.

BILLIARD OR POOL TABLE.

IPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 711,080, dated October 14,1902,
Application filed September 25, 1801, Serial No, 76,469, (No model.) | |

To all whony it il conecerm:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM 5. WICKHAM,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Sala-
manca, in the county of Cattaraugus and

State of New York, have invented a new and

useful Billiard or Pool Table, of which the
following is a specification. |

This invention relates to game apparatus,
and particularly to a table convertible from
a billiard to a pool table, and vice versa; and
the aim and purpose of the same are 10 pro-
vide a simple and efficient combination-table

having adjusting features and attachments:

whereby the conversion from one use to an-
other may be quickly effected without de-
tracting from the practieal utility of the table
to serve for either one of 1ts two purposes,
the entire structure being strong and durable
and capable of compact reduction for trans-
portation or storage.

The invention consists in. the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter described and
claimed.’ |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
the improved device shown arranged as a

pool-table, the device being longitudinally

broken through the center. Fig. 2is a siml-
lar view of the device shown arranged as a
billiard-table. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal ver-
tical section of the table. Tig. 4 isa section
through one of the corners of the table on the
line 4 4, Fig. 2. TFig. 5 is a section on the
line 5 5, Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is a horizontal section
on the line 6 6, Ifig. 5.

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
views.

The numeral 1 designates the bed of the
table, constructed of wood or any other suit-
able material or combination of materials and

having an upper smooth surface which may

be covered with suitable cloth or other ma-
terial and surrounded by upstanding side
rails 2 and end rails 3. The bed 1 is adapted
to be supported by folding legs 4, having
hinges 5 connected to their upper ends, the
hinges being secured to the under side of the
bed by single bolts 6, as clearly shown by
Fig. 3. The hinges of the legs are arranged at

the inner faces of the upper ends of the latter,

|
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so that the said. legs can be folded inwardly,
and to support the legs in immovable posi-
tion when opened V-shaped folding braces 7
are employed and have the upper ends of
their arms pivoted to the side and end rails

or at other suitable points or portions of the

under side of the bed. - The braces are also
arranged to fold inwardly, and at the lower
angular extremity of each 1is an outwardly-
directed stud 8 to removably engage an open-
ing or socket 9 in the adjacent leg to main-
tain the connection between the brace and
lec. Each brace when in supporting position
stands diagonally of the corner portion of the
table at whieh it is located, and the leg with
which it operates is tarned to permit the stud
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3 to enter the opening or soecket Y.” By this

arrancement the legs will be prevented from
accidentally folding or turning under the bed

70

by an endwise pressure or force applied 1n -

playing the games, because the hinge of each
leo will be turned at an angle to theline of lon-
gitudinal pressure or force, as will also be the
brace, and the combined resistance set up by
the hinge and brace will prevent the table as
an entirety from falling or becoming irregu-
larly arranged. Thesameistrue of a pressure
or force applied to the sides of the table and
transversely of the bed, a like resistance to
movement of the legs when they are engaged

by the braces being present, and by this ad-.

justment and capability of movement of the
legs, which is due to the use of the single con-
necting-bolts 6, the legs can be infolded to re-
duce the table to compact form and also serve
as stablesupports when let down and connect-
od to the braces. Another advantage of the
single-bolt connection for the hinges is that
the legs can be turned when detached from the
braces and infolded longitudinally of the bed
without touching or bearing on each other,and
thus form a considerably less projection than

would exist if said legs folded diagonally or

crosswise. The legs are also supplied with
simple means for leveling the table in the
form of serew-shanks 10, extending longitu-
dinally into correspondingly-threaded sock-
ets 11 in the free ends of the legs, the shanks

projecting from spherical feet 12, which bear

upon the surface or base on which the tableis
disposed.
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Thetable can be accuratelyleveled by turn-
ing the feet 12, and as a convenient means of
ascertaining when the table is perfectly level
and true a side and an end rail are supplied
with spirit or other suitable levels 13. |

The sides and corners of the bed and rails |

are formed with the usual side and corner

pockets 14 of pool - tables, the said pockets

having the ordinary net bags 15 included in
theirorganization. Inaddition to the pocket
construction as ordinarily found in pool-ta-
bles the side pockets in the present instance
have rods 16 connecting the upper portions
of the cut side rails, the said rods each hav-
ing a central upstanding catch in the form of
apinl?7. KEach pocket is also closely guarded
by a pair of projecting members 18, one on
each side of eaeh pocket and having the faces
nearest the pocket sloped toward the latter to
provide an unobstructed entrance, the mem-

bers being reduced toward their inner ends |

19, which stand above the plane of the bed
and serve as supporting-abutments for a pur-
pose which will be now explained. Rubber
or other snitable yielding or elastic cushions
20 are secured to the ends 19 by screws 21,
the cushions having slots 22 therein, which
run parallel with the longitudinal direction

- of the side and end rails, the heads of the

20
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screws also having slots 23 therein, which
are caused to exactly coincide with the slots
22. Theinnerendsoftheprojectionsorabut-
ments are all at equal distances from the rails
and are at the center of the vertical extent of
the said rails, the slots 22 and 23 being lo-
cated at the longitudinal centers of the pro-
Jecting membersor abutments. The project-

~ ing members or abutments constructed and
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arranged as set forth serve to properly locate
and support, a cushion-strand 24, preferably
formed of a steel wire of suitable gage covered
with cloth. The complete cushion-strand is
made up of four sections 25, 26, 27, and 28,
the one end section 25 and one side section 26
having the one terminal of each threaded
through openings in the side and end rails,
forming the backing for one corner-pocket
and secured, and the one torminal of each of
the sections 27 and 28 are threaded through
similar openings and secured in the side and
end rails forming the backing for the diago-
nally opposite corner-pocket, as clearly shown
by dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2. The opposite
terminals of the wires 25 and 28 are passed

through the back of the corner-pocket near-

est the corner-pocket where the terminals of
the sections 25 and 26 are secured and engage
winding - posts 29 (clearly shown by Fig. 5)
and which are vertically disposed and de-
pend through the bottom sides of the rails
for engagement by a key to thereby control
the tension of the several wire sections and
take up the slack in the latter when found
necessary. 'Theopeningsintherailsthrough

which the terminals of the wire sections pPass
are located at the same plane above the up-
per surface of the bed 1 as the slots

711,080

23, and when the table is arranged for play-

Ing pool the wire sections are drawn into said

slots and held thereby and prevented from

/°

moving vertically. By forming the slots in

the Screw-heads as set forth the wire sec-
tions are permitted tosink or be pressed out-
wardly far enough to allow the cushions 20
to solely receive the impact of the playing-
pleces. When the tableis arranged for play-

ing pool, the wire sections do not in the least

obstruct entrance to the pockets, the sections
26 and 23 being primarily left slack enough

to be drawn outwardly through the planes of

the side pockets and secured or removably
caught on the pins 17 of the rods 16.

When the table isarranged for playing bil-

liards, the wire sections 26 and 28 are re-

leased from the pins 17, and the sections 25

and 27, which in the first arrangement were
drawn tightly into the adjacent cushions 20,
are slackened, and it is necessary to hold the
sections clear of the cushions to close out the
pockets. For this purpose bridge-arms 30
are employed and located within the confines
of each corner-pocket, one arm being used
in each pocket. These arms consist in each
instance of a doubled twisted wire strand
provided with an outer eye 31, engaging a sta-
ple 52 or the like in the corner of the pocket
and at the same elevation above the plane of
the upper surface of the bed as the slots 22
and 23 or the longitudinal centers of the ends
19 of the projecting members or abutments.
The inner terminals of the wire, from which
each bridge-arm is constructed, are diver-
gently arranged and bentdownwardly to form
hooks 33, which are caught over the portions
of the wire sections adjacent to the location
thereof when the arm in each instance is ar-
ranged horizontally. Tohold up the bridge-
arms, brace-arms 34 are employed and are also
each formed from a doubled twisted strand
of wire and provided with an eye 35 at its
inner end, movably held by an eye 36 at the
center of the arcuate opening formed in the
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corner of the bed, to assist in the construec-

tion of the corner-pocket, the opposite end of
the brace being formed with a fork37. When
the several bridge-arms are arranged to have
the hooks at their inner ends engage the wire
sections adjacent thereto, the brace-arms are
raised to a perpendicular or nearly perpen-
dicular position, and the forked ends of said
brace-arms are caused to embrace the bridge-
arms, close to the inner hooks of the latter,
as clearly shown by Fig. 4, and thereby the
bridge-arms will be prevented from being
pulled down out of proper holding position
and effectunally support the wire sections and
provide an inner cushion-strand which will
close out the pockets and arrange the table
for playing billiards. It will be seen that the
hooks at the inner ends of the bridge-arms
are so disposed that the wire sections engaged
thereby may be tightened by operating the
winding-posts 29 without injury to the seec-

22 and | tions, and during such operation and also at
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‘end rails and provided with corner and

711,030

other times the wire sections will be pre-
vented from becoming disengaged by acei-
dent from the hooks of the bridge-arms by
the forks of the brace-arms which are located
olose to said hooks. When the table 1s ar-
ranged for playing pool, the bridge and brace
arms are released and fall into the pockets
out of the way, and when in this position said
parts do not offer the least resistance or ob-

struction to entrance of 1he balls into the

pockets.

The cloth-covered wire cu shion-strand pro-
vides a noiseless device against which the
halls strike, and in playing the itwo gamnes
for which the table is adapted to be used the
reuisite number and kind of balls will be
nsed and shot with cues, as usual. Other
devices will also be furnished 1n connection
with the table to accommodate playersin ar-
ranging for different kinds of pool, and the
upper surface of the table will be spotted in
the usual manner.

It will be seen that the combination-table
is exceedingly simple and comparatively 1n-
expensive In construction and that it is
adapted to be readily arran oed to form elther
o billiard or pool table. The improved de-
vice is also adapted to be used as a Loy Or in
enlarged form as an ordinary pool or billiard
table and in either construction may be com-
pactly folded when not in use. It isalsoob-
vious that changes in the form, size, propor-
tions and minor details may be resorted to
without departing from the principle of the
iyvention or sacrificing any of the advantages
thereof. |

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new 18—

1 A combination pool and billiard table
comprising a rectangular bed havingside and
side
pockets, & enshion - strand held above the
plane of the bed, and means for adjusting
said cushion-strand to form & continuous rail
around the table or to extend 1nto the pock-
ots to form a series of rails.

9. A table of the class set forth comprising
a rectangular bed having side and end raills
and provided with corner and side pockets, a
cushion-strand held above the plane of the
bed and extending in alinement with the side
and end rails, terminal holding devices con-
heeted to said cushion-strand within the lines
of the corner-pockets, means ior detachably
engaging intermediate portions of the strand
at the side pockets, and auxiliary means for
taking up the slack when the strand 1s dis-
connected from the intermediate engaging
means.

3 A table of the class set forth, comprising
abed having corner-pockets and intermediate
side pockets, catch devices 1n the pockets,
and a cushion-strand adapted to have por-
t+ions thereof engaged by said catch devices,
thereby to form guides %0 the pockets or 10
form closures for said pockets.

L
S

prising a bed having eorner and side nockets

disposed below thesurtace of the bed, a strand

forming a cushion, and devices for holding
and for adjusting said strand to form either
4 continuous rail or a rail provided with
pockets. o

5. A table of the class set forth, comprising
o bed having corner and side
the surface of the bed,spacing-blocks extend-
ing inwardly from the opposite sides of the
table and disposed oune on each side of each
pocket and inclining 1In the direction of the
pockets, cushions disposed on the 1nner ends

of said spacing-blocks, and a cushion-strand
“arranged above the plane of the bed and in

encacement with sald cushions.

6. A table of the classset forth comprising
a bed having corner and side pockets, project-
ing members on opposite sides of the pockets
having cushions at thelr inner ends with slots
therein, and a cushion-strand arranged above
the plane of the bed and adapted to be placed
in engagement with the slots in the cushions.

7 A table of the class set forth comprising
a bed having corner and side pockets, project-
ing members on opposite sides of the pockets
having cushions at thelr Inner ends with slots
therein, securing devices for said cushions
having heads with slots therein coinciding
with the slots of the said cushions, and acush-
son-strand arranged above the plane of the
bed and adapted to be placed 1n engagement

with the slots in the cushions and the heads

of the securing devices.

3. A table of the class set forth comprising
o bed having corner and side pockets, project-
ing members on opposite sides of the pockets,
o cushion-strand arranged above the plane of
the bed and adapted to engage said Pproject-
ing members, and devices. within and adja-
cent to the pockets for holding portions of the
said strand to clear the pockets.

9. A table of the class set forth comprising
2, bed having pockets, a cushion-strand ar-
ranged above the plane of the bed, movable
bridge devicesin a part of the pockets for en-
gaging portionsof the strand and thereby pre-
vent entrance to the pockets, and means for
supporting said bridge devices.

10. A table of the class set forth comprising
a bed having pockets, o cushion-strand ar-
ranged above the plane of the bed, movable
bridge devices in a part of the pockets for en-
caging and holding portions of the strand and
thereby prevent entrance to the pockets, and
a supporting-brace 1or said bridge. |

11. A table of the class set forth comprising

a bed having pockets, a cushion-strand ar-
ranged above the plane of the bed, and bridge
devices movably mounted 1n fixed locations
in a partof the pockets for engagement with

pockets below-
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portionsof the strand,the bridge devices when

not in use being permitted to depend into the
pockets. |

12. A table of the class set forth comprising
2 bed having pockets, a cushion-strand ar-

4. In a device of the class specified, com- | ranged above the plane of the bed, bridge-
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arms movably attached to the outer portions
of a part of the pockets and having inner
hooked terminals to engage portions of the
Strand, braces also movably mounted in the
same pockets as the arms and having forked
terminals to engage said arms, and means for
tightening the strand. \

15. A table having a bed for game purposes
folding legs having hinges, one leaf at each

hinge being horizontally held to the under .

side of the table to permit the turning of the
hinge-pintle to an angle to the horizontal or

711,030

 transverse lines of the table, and V-shaped

braces having their open ends hinged to dif-
ferent points on the table and adapted to en-
gage with openings in said legs.

in testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM S. WICKHAM.

Witnesses:
M. J. F11Z MORRIS,
. M. GroVvEs,

I5
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