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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ALBERT MENDENHALL, OF OSKALOOSA, IOWA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
BYRON V. SEEVERS, OF OSKALOOSA, IOWA. .

THILL-COUPLING.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 710,365, dated September 30, 1902.
Application filed February 7, 1902, Serial No, 93,098, (No model

To all whony i¢ maily concer:

Be it known that I, ALBERT MENDENHALL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Os-
kaloosa, in the county of Mahaska and State
g of Iowa, haveinvented a new and useful Thill-
Coupling, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. |
My object is to provide a simple, strong,
and durable thill -coupling that is readily
10 locked by means of a spring-latch, as required
for practical use and to prevent rattling, and
also readily unlatched for detaching the thill-
iron whenever desired.
My invention consists in the construction,
15 arrangement, and combination of parts, as
hereinafter set forth,pointed outin my claims,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— - |
Figure 1is a top view of the coupling, show-
20 ing the relative positions of the parts when
open for removing the thill-iron. Fig. 21s a
perspective view showing the coupling in a
closed and locked position as required in prac-
tical use. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the
25 overlying parts hinged together by means of
a spring-latech. Fig. 4 is a sectional view of
the overlying parts of the coupling and &
spring-clasp that locks them together. Fig. 5
shows a modified form of the end of a thill-
30 iron adapted to be used in place of the one
that has a T end, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
The letter A designates the base and main
portion of the coupling, adapted to be fixed to
an axle by means of a clip B in 4 common way.
35 Its front end is bifurcated and terminates in
upturned mating hooks ¢, adapted toserve as
bearings for the T end of a thill-iron D.
fisanintegral vertical extensionat therear
end portion of the enlarged part of the base
40 A, and ¢ is a fixed striker projecting from the
side for engaging the spring-latch.

A%is a block fitted upor: the top of the base

A and to the ends of the hooks ¢, and H 1s a
spring-clasp fitted and fixed to said block by
45 means of serews and hinged to the base A, as

shown in Fig. 4, in'such a manner that the |

free end portion,that is provided with an elon-
cated aperture 7, will admit the striker g, as

shown in Fig. 2 and as required to lock the

coupling to retain the thill-iron pivotally and 50

‘securely in its place.

J is an elastic packing, preferably rubber,
fitted in a transverse dovetail groove in the
concaved face portion of . the block A*, as re-
quired to engage the T end of the thill-iron 53
D and to prevent rattling.

Having described the construction,arrange-
ment, and combination of the different parts,
the practical operation and utility of my in-
vention will be readily understood by persons 6o
familiar with the art to which it pertains, and
. What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18— |

1. Inathill-coupling, a base-piece, adapted
to be fixed to the.axle of a vehicle, turned up- 65

‘ward atits front end toengage a thill-iron and

provided with a vertical projection toengage
a hinged block and a laterally - projecting
striker to engage a spring-lateh, a bloek fitted
on top of the base and a spring-latch fixed to 7o
the block and hinged to,the base and its free
end adapted to engage the fixed striker, ar-
ranged and combined to operate in the man-.
ner set forth for the purposes stated. -

2. A thill-coupling comprising a base-piece 75

adapted to be fixed to the axle of a vehicle and

hook-shaped at its front end, a vertical pro-
jection at the rear end of the enlarged portion
and a fixed striker for a latch at one of its
edges, a block fitted on top of said base, a 3o
cushion fitted in the block to engage the thill-
iron, a spring-latch fixed to the block and
hinged to the base and its free end adapted to
engage said striker and a thill-iron pivotally

| connected with the hook-shaped end of the 385

base, all arranged and combined to operate 1n
the manner set forth for the purposes stated.

ALBERT MENDENHALL.

-Witnesses: |
R. M. HAWKINS,
C. W.oMCFALL. |
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