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To all whom it may COnCern:
Be it known that I, PETER D. HORTON, of
Newark, in the county of Wayne and State of

New York, have invented a new and useful |

Improvement in Toy Air-Guns, which Iim-
provement is fully set forth in the following
specification and shown in the accompanying
drawings. .

My invention is a toy of the nature of an
air-gun adapted to be used for both throwing
a projectile and for producing a sudden sound
or pop, the device being hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and more particularly pointed out in
the elaims. __

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1is a side
elevation of the device. Fig. 21is alongitudi-
nal section of the barrel and muzzlecap, taken
on the dotted line 2 2 in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows
the forward end of the gun made in two pieces
joined, parts being longitudinally sectioned
as on the dotted line 3 in Fig. 2. Fig. 418 a
view of the front end or muzzle of the gun.
Fig. 5 is a front end view showing the cork
or stopper in its forward position. Fig. 6 1s
a transverse section of the barrel, taken on
the dotted line 6 in Fig. 2. Fig. 718 a trans-
verse section of the barrel on the dotted line 7
in Fig. 2. TFig.38 shows the stopper detached,
partly in central longitudinal section.

In the drawings, A is the barrel of the gun,
the same being preferably made of wood, I3
being the piston. Thebarrelis counterbored
at its forward end to form a chamber /£, and
it is further cut away on opposite sldes to
form opposing rectangular openings a a, as
shown, opening into said chamber. 'I'he for-
ward end of the barrel is inclosed or covered
by a metallic cap 0, secured to place by any
convenient means, having an inturned flange
g and central circular opening ¢ concentric
with the axis of the barrel, the flange partly
closing the forward end of the chamber A.

d is a stopper, as an ordinary cork, of a size
to snugly fit the bore of the barrel back of

the chamber and the openingsa a, the stopper

being pressed to place in the barrel by the

thumb and finger extended into said respec-

tive openings. The stopper is in the cham- |

ber %, being confined therein by the flange g
of the cap b, so that it cannot escape, being
held captive. Thisstopperisfurtherformed

with a small central cavity or recess e, Figs.
5,6, and 8, in its forward end, in which to re-

ceive a projectile f, which projectile may be

after a discharge.

a buck-shot, bean, kernel of corn, or other 55

small body. |
In use the loaded stopper is pressed into the

barrel, as stated, the piston being first drawn

back. A vigorous foreing of the piston for-
ward through the barrel will on account of
the confined air therein back of the stopper

suddenly dislodge the latter, driving it with
projectile force against the inturned flange ¢
of the capb. Meeting the flange the stopper

will be suddenly stopped, but the projectile
will continue its motion or be thrown through
the opening ¢ and onward on account, of the

momentum acquired while moving with the

stopper. After a discharge the stopper is

ready to be again loaded and pressed into the

barrel as before.

I prefer to form the rear end of the barrel
with a chamber ¢, Fig. 2, so that the piston
need not be wholly withdrawn from the bar-
rel when allowing the latter to fill with air
It may also be desirable
to construct the barrel of . two pieces or sec-
tions—that is to say, with a forward part C,

60

73

Fig. 8, connected with the main part by a lon- -

agitudinal eircular joint £. In this construe-

tion of the device the chamber /s will be wholly
in the: section C, the forward inclined end /

of the main part of the barrel constituting the
bottom or rear end of said chamber.
What I claim as my invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A toy air-gun comprising a barrel coun-
terbored at the forward end, and having en-

larged chamber at the other end, a projectile-
stopper to close the end of the barrel back of

the counterbore, a cap for the forward end of
the barrel, and a piston for the barrel, sub-
stantially as set forth. |

2. A toy air-gun comprising a hollow bar-
rel having a chamber at either end, that at
its rear end being enlarged, a stopper for the
barrel in one chamber, a perforated cap for

the barrel over the stopper, and a piston.for

the barrel, substantially as shown and de-

scribed. | *
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, this 20th day of January, 1902, in the

presence of two subscribing witnesses. .
PETER D. HORTON.

Witnesses:
STEPHEN WILLCOCK,
W. J. MALETTE.
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