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To all whonv it maly COnCermn:

Be itknown that we, CHARLES A. DOUD and
CHARLES B. SHOUSE, citizens of the United
States, residing at La Crosse, in the county of
La Crosse and State of Wisconsin, have made
a certain new and useful Invention in Crates;
and we declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact deseription of the same, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the invention, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the crate.
Fig. 21is a central vertical section of the crate
with top and bottom of the lining shown un-
folded. . Fig. 31is a detail ecross-section of the
connection of the top of the lining to the
body thereof.
ing the connection of the bottom of the lin-
I'ig. 5 is a plan of
the blank for the lining with top and bottom
in one piece with the body thereof.

Thisinvention has relation to banana-ship-

ping crates, and has for its object the pro-

vision of a simple and efficient cushioned
crate in which the delicate bananas will be
prevented from coming into contact with the
wooden incasement, and so will not become
bruised, as is commonly the case with crates
now in use. - |
- With this object in view the invention con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tion of parts, all as hereinafter described,
and pointed out in the appended claims.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letter A designates the wooden frame-
work of the crate, of cylindriecal character
and composed of the outer longitudinal bars
or slats ¢ and the inner hoops 0, there being
one such hoop.at top and bottom of the crate
and two or more intermediate hoops. B
Connecting the uppermost hoop b and the
lower intermediate hoopis the flexible lining
B, of common. sackeloth or any suitable
flexible material, such lining having an in-
ward taper or growing smaller in diameter
toward the central portion thereof from top
and bottom of the lining, the sides of the

so lining thus receding inwardly from its at-

Fig. 4 is a similar view show-

|

| tachment-hoops and from the side bars of

the erate. This inward taper of the liningis
preferably sharp at top and bottom thereof,
leaving the intermediate portion of eylin-

drical character and lying equally spaced

from the sides of the crate, and 1s accom-
plished by cutting the pattern for the lining

55

in two sections with corner extensions, as |

shown at B’, and producing the desired taper
when the parts are sewed together.
In inserting the lining in place it is tightly

stretched, so that all parts thereof will stand

away from the sides of the crate or be of
self-supporting character. T'he upper inter-
mediate hoop b acts as a guard for the lining,
which is spaced therefrom on all sides. |

Top and bottom C and D of the lining may
be of one piece of material with the lining
proper, as shown in Figs. 2 and 5 of the
drawings, or, as shown in Figs. 8 and 4, sep-
arate pieces may be employed for this pur-
pose. |

oathered and strongly tied for the purpose of

removal of any objectionable accumulation,

such as banana-pulp, which rots the material.
Having thus described our invention, what

| we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 1s— |

1. In a fruit-crate, the upper and lower
hoops, and the flexible lining secured to sald
hoops at its upper and lower portions, tightly
stretched and tapering from above and be-
Jow toward the center, substantially as speci-
fled.

9. In a fruit-crate, the incasement and tne
double taperinglining secured at topand bot-
tom to said incasement, and tightly stretched
to escape the sides of the incasement, sub-
stantially as specified. | |

3. In a fruit-crate, the circular-hoop in-
casoment, having the upper and lower 1inte-

rior hoops, a flexible exteriorly-concave lin-
ing secured at its upper and lower nortions
to said hoops, and stretched tightly there be-
tween to escape the sides.of the incasement,
substantially as specified.: -
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The bottom is designed to be opened and
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4. In a fruit-crate, the incasement having

upper and lower hoops, and the flexible lin-

| ing having upper and lower portions wrapped 1co
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around said hoops, and extending beyond
the same to form a cover and bottom of one
piece of material with the lining pmpm sub-
stantially as specified.

- 8. In a fruit-crate, the incasement having
upper and lower h{mps, and- the flexible lin-
ing having upper and lower portions wrapped

around salid hoops, and extending beyond the |

same to form an open eover adapted in closing

- . 10 to be gathered and tied, and an open bottom
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adapted in closing to be gathered exterlorly
of the lining and tied substantla,lly as speci-
fied. |
In testlmony whereof we affix our sw‘na—
tures in presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES A. DOUD.

B CHARLES B. SHOUSE.
Witnesses:

A. B. MOLL,
M. A. LLOMBARD.
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