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To all whom tt Mmaly concerm:

Be it known that I, EBERHARD L. PUPKE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hast
Orange, in the county of Essex, State of New

s Jersey, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Lacing-Hooks, of which
the following is a full and true description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which illustrate my invention.
The object of my presentinvention 18 to pro-
duce a lacing-hook of simple, neat, and strong
construction which will not catch or tear the
clothing of the wearer. The new form of lac-
ing-hook is especially advantageous for the
15 lacing of shoes and gloves.
In the accompanying drawings, wherein
like letters indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is an enlarged sectional
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view of a coated hook embodying my present |

20 improvement. ¥ig. 21is a like view of the
hook of Fig. 1, which may be used without
covering and shown as uncovered. Fig. 51s
a sectional view of. the hook of Fig. 2 when
clenched into a shoe-upper or glove, and IFig.

2¢ 4 shows a front view of a bare hook embody-
ing my invention. | L

Intheaccompanyingdrawingslhaveshown
my new form of hook provided with an eyelet

adapted to be clenched into a shoe-upper or

s0 glove or other article G. My invention may,
however, be embodied in hooks having other
forms of attachable or clenching or gripping
parts. |
Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, A indicates
35 the clenching-shank, provided with an eyelet
B. C indicates the head of the hook, and D
indicates its bill. As shown in Fig. 1, the
head C.may be covered with an applied pro-
tecting material, or, as in Fig. 2, it may be
40 bare, and it may or may not be integral with
the clenching-shank or attaching member.
The bill D may be the extremity of the pro-
tecting material or of the-bare metallic head.
Prior to my invention, so faras I am aware,
45 the bills, as D, of lacing-hooks have usually
projected above the clenching-body or eyelet
of the hook in a plane substantially paraliel
with the npper edge of the eyelet, and as a

| result a space was left between the bill of the

hook and the upper surface of the eyelet or
other attaching member, into which could
readily enter not only the shoe-lace or the
olove-lace, but portions of wearing-apparel—
such as lace trimmings of a dress, wrist-ruf-
fles, &e.—resulting in injury or destruction
of portions of such fabrics amrd also Interfer-

ence with the use of the hooks for their reg-
ular purposes, as will readily be appreciated.

My invention, which obviates the difficul-
ties and annoyances referred to, consists 1n
providing the lacing-hook with a bill which
enters to some extent within or into the eye-
let or attaching member of the hook, and
which bill or hook end is in substantially the
same plane as the upper surface of the clench-
ing part of the hook. u.

I prefer, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, that the
head of the hook shall be integral with the

clenching-eyelet or other attaching part and

that the edges of said head or of the applied
covering at andnear the bill D shall be care-

fully rounded in order that loops or openings

in lace or other fabric shall not find oppor-
tunity to catch upon the bill of the hook.

- In order to permit the shoe-lace or glove-
lace to pass readily underneath the bill of the
hook, the bill is out of contaet with the walls
of the eyelet or recess B.

It will be especially noted that the space
between the bill and attaching member of the
hook used prior to my invention 1s not pres-
ent in my improved hook, the bill of the pre-
ferred form (shown in Figs. 1, 2,and 3) being
located over and entering into the eyelet I3
and terminating ata point slightly below the
uapper surface of said eyelet. Instead there-
fore of entering between the bill and the eye-
let the threads of any fabric, &ce., will In use
pass over the top of the head, as shown by
the dotted line of Fig. 3; but.when employ-
ing the hook as a lacing-hook with shoe-laces
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or glove-laces the lace can be and is inserted

under the bill D, as allowed by the space left
below such bill, owing to the eyelet of the
hook, and so the lace will enter beneath the
‘head of the hook, as shown at H in Fig. 4.
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I claim— |

In an open lacing-hook permitting the pas-
sage of a lace between the bill and body of
the hook, an attaching member having an
opening in its upper face, and a head over-

hanging and secured to the attaching mem- |

ber and provided with a downwardly-extend-
ing bill, the complete extremity of which en-

ters the opening of the a.ttachiug member,
substantially as deseribed.
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed

| my name this 26th day of March, 1902.

EBERHARD L. PUPKE.
In presence of—
- WM. H. BERRIGAN, Jr.,

W. 5. JONES. |
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