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To all whom it may concer. -

Beit known thatI, BENJAMIN W.KINDIG,Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, residingat Y ork,
in the county of York and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and useful Bridle
and Bit, of which the following is & specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to a novel bridle and
bit for horses, but is concerned more particu-
larly with the production of the im proved bif,
the novel features of the bridle being such
only as are necessary to the attachment of the
bit to the bridle and its manipualation by
means of the reins or lines.

‘The.difficulty of managing what is known
asa *“pulling” horse,or one which takes the bit
in its teeth, is well understood by all horse-
men, and many attempts have been made to
provide a bit which cannot be held between
the teeth of the horse when considerable pull
is exerted upon the lines by the driver. As
a result of these efforts a great many severe
curb-bits have been placed upon the market;
but those with which I am familiar are objec-
tionable, for the reason that while they insure
the control of the animal their use upon a
spirited horse invariably results in injury to
his mouth. B

The object of my invention is to provide a
bit which, while being exceedingly severe, in
that it brings the horse surely under the con-

" trol of the driver, will nevertheless be-in-
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capable of injuring the horse’s mouth.

To the accomplishment of this object and
others subordinate thereto, all as will herein-
after more fully appear, the invention in its
preferred embodiment comprehends that con-
struction and arrangement of parts to be more
fully deseribed, illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, and succinetly defined in the
appended claims. .

In said drawing I have illustrated the. bit
and bridle in perspective as applied to the
head of a horse, the horse’s head being indi-
cated in dotted lines. | -

The bridle may be of any construction ex-
cept in those particulars which will be noted;
but it- preferably consists, as usual, of the
cheek-straps 1 and 2 and the head-band 5,
secured to the rosettes 4, to which are also se-
cured the erown-piece 5 and the throat-lateh 6.
To the front ends of the face-pieces 7 and S

l

Qarial No. 90,682, (No model.) .

I of the overdraw 9 is secured an overdraw-bit

10, having its ends turned up and provided
with eyes 11 to facilitate the attachment of
the face-pieces. |

The nose band or strap 12 instead of hav-
ing its ends attached to the ends of the bit In
the ordinary manner is buckied to a pair of
guide-rings 13 and 14, disposed upon the over-
draw-bit and located just outside of the cor-
ners of the horse’s month. These guide-rings
13 and 14 are designed to receive and guide

the ends of a flexible loop-bit 15, preferably

in the form of a leather strap, looped around
the lower jaw of the horse and erossed in the
mouth over the tongue. Theends of the bit
15 are provided with bit-rings 16, 10 which
the reins or lines 17 are buckled, as shown.

An essential feature of the invention in one
aspect thereof is the flexible loop-bhit enecir-
cling the lower jaw of the horse and crossed
in his mouth, and it is for this reason that I
have stated any preferred form of bridle to
be applicable for nse in connection with my
invention. I find itto bedesirable, however,
to employ the guide-rings 13 and 14, sup-

| ported upon the overdraw-bit, as described,

and the construction is also improved by the

‘provision of means for supporting the outer

ends of the bit 15 in their proper positions.
In the present embodimentof the invention
this supporting means comprises the cheek-
straps 1 and 2, which are preferably brought
down at the inside of the ends of the bit 10
and are looped around said ends, as shown at
18, and buckled at 19, the bit ends being pro-
vided with keeper-loops 20 adjacent to the
cnide-rings 13 and 14 in the normal positions
of the parts to maintain the proper relative
positions of the cheek-straps and bit.

Tt will now be seen that under ordinary con-
ditions the loop-bit will not be severely con-

stricted around the horse’s jaw; but as the

ends of the bit pass through the guide-rings
supported upon the overdraw-bit a slight pull
upon either line or rein will cause one end or
the other of the overdraw-bit to be drawn

back slichtly for the purpose of properly

suiding the animal. Under conditions de-
manding greater severity, however, exagger-
ated pull upon the lines will draw the ends

of the bit through the guide-ring, constrict-
ing the loop-bit around the jaw with such
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force as may be necessary to insure the con-
trol of the horse.. The presence of the over-
draw-bit between the teeth will prevent the
animal from gripping the loop-strap between
his jaws or from chewing the strap.

From the foregoing it will appear that I
have produced a practical and efficient bridle
and bit by means of which the control of the
animal may be acecomplished by only such se-
verity as is necessary and which will under
all eircumstances preclude the possibility of
injury to the mouth; but while the present
embodiment of the invention appears at this
time to be preferable I do not limit myself to
the details of construction illustrated and de-
scribed,as, on the contrary, I reserve the right
to effect such changes, modifications, and va-
riations thereof as may be suggested by ex-
perience and experiment and embraced with-
in the scope of the protection prayed.

What I elaim is—

1. The combination with an overdraw-bit
provided with guides, of a flexible loop-bit
designed to encircle the lower jaw of a horse
and having its ends passed through said
guides. | |

2. The combination with an overdraw-bit

.provided with guides, of a flexible loop-bit

designed to encircle the lower jaw of a horse

and having its ends passed through said |

{ in the mouth, and
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guides, and means forsupporting the ends of
the bit beyond the guides. - -

3. The combination with an overdraw-bit
provided with guides, of a loop-bit designed
to encirele the lower jaw of a horse and hav-
Ing its ends passed through the guides, and

cheek-straps secured to the ends of the loop-

bit beyond the guides to support said ends.

4. Thecombination with a bridle including
cheek-straps, an overdraw and a nose-strap,
of an overdraw-bitconnected to the overdraw,
guide-rings encireling the overdraw-bit and
connected to the ends of the nose-strap, a
flexible loop-bit designed to encircle the lower
Jaw of a horse and having its ends passed
through the guide-rings and connected to the
lower ends of the cheek-straps, and means for
attaching the lines to the ends of the loop-bit.

o. A flexible loop-bit designed to be looped
around the lower jaw of an animal and crossed
provided at its opposite
ends with means for the direct attachment of
the lines, | B |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

the presence of two witnesses.
BENJAMIN W. KINDIG, Jr.
Witnesses: |
WADSWORTH M. GEORGE,
JOHN C. DEETER.
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i my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein ;s
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