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COW-TAIL HOLDER.
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| SPECIFICATION fdrming' part of Letters Patent No. 709,'9'37, dated Septembér 30, 1902.
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To all whom it may concerw:

| In the best form of the devicea coiled spring
Be it known that I, JAMES D. STURGES, a | S connects one lever of the pincers 1 with one
citizen of the United States, residing at Buf- | lever of the pincers 2. Asillustrated in Fig. 55
falo, in the county of Wright and State of Min- 4, however, the sald levers are con nected by
s nesota, have invented certain new and useful | a chain 9. |
Tmprovements in Cow-Tail Holders; and 1 do The use of the device will be as follows:
hereby declare the followingtobeat all, clear, | The jaws 3 of the pincerslare clamped around
and exact description of theinvention, suchas | the bush of the cow’s tail, and the teeth or 60
will enable others skilled in the art to which | brads 4, engaging the loose hairs of the bush,
10 it appertains to make and use the same. prevent the pincers from sliding downward
My invention has for its object to provide a | on the cow’s tail. When the cow’s tail has
simple and efficient device for holding a cow’s | no bush, the jaws 3 must of course be applied
tail while milking; and to this end it consists | to the tail so as to firmly clamp the same and 63
of the novel devices and combinations of de- hold the pincers in place by friction. The
15 vices hereinafter described, and definedin the | serrated jaws 6 of the pincers 7 may be ap-
claims. plied to any suitable portion of the garment
The invention is illustrated in the accom- | of the milker and would usually be applied in
panying drawings, wherein like charactersin- | the vicinity of the knee. When once applied, 7o
dicatelike parts throughouttheseveral views. | they may be left clamped in working position,
20- Figure 1 is a side elevation, and Fig. 2 a | so that in moving from one ¢Cow to the other
plan, of the complete device. Fig.3 isan end | it will only be necessary to detach the pincers
elevation of one of the pincers or clampingde- | 1 from the one cow’s tail and apply the same
vices; and Fig. 4 is a plan view with some to the tail of the cow next to be milked. This, 75
parts broken away, illustrating a slightly- | as isevident, may be quickly done, and at the
25 modified construction. | | same time the deviece cannot be lost or dis-
| Thenumeral 1indicates asan entirety a pair placed, as it is still connected to the garment
of pincers or clamping device which is adapt- | by the pincers 2. ‘The spring 8 and the chaln
ed for application to the cow’s tail, and the | 9 are long enough to permit the cow to move 3o
numeral 2 indicates as an entirety a pair of | her tail slightly, but will prevent the tail from
s0 pincers or clamping device which is adapted | being thrown into the milker’s face orinto the
for application to any suitable part of the gar- milk-pail or into position to throw dirt into
ments worn by the milker. Both of the said | the milk-pail. | |
pincers are formed by pivotally- connected | Thespring 8, used as a flexible connection 85
members having clamping-jaws and levers or | to connect the pincers 1 and 2, is an 1mpor-
35 handpieces. The pincers 1 are formed with | tant improvement over the chain 9 for the
clamping-jaws, which are bent, as shown at | following reasons, to wit: Some COWS and
3, so as to embrace and closely fit the cow’s | almost all heifers when they disecover that
tail.  The ends of the jaws 3 project outward | their tail has been securely fastened will be- 9o
and are provided with reversely-interlapping | come irritated and will frequently make vig-
40 teeth or brads 4, which- are adapted to pass ; orous attempts to release the tail, often to the
hetween the hairs of the bush of the cow’s tail. | extent of jumping around. The said spring
The jaws 3 are yieldingly pressed toward each | by virtue of its length and flexibility nov only
other by a leaf-spring 5, shown as riveted at permits a limited movement of the cow’s tail, 95
one end to one of the levers of said pincers 1 | but will yield when the cow’s tail is suddenly
45 and pressing against the other lever thereof. | thrown to one side, and while 1t will limit the
The clamping-jaws of the pincers 2 are pro- movements of the said tail will not bring the
vided with intermeshing serrations or teoth | tail to a stop with a sudden jork. In fact
6, which are adapted to bite upon the garment when the spriig is used the cow or heifer will 100
under the pressure from the leaf-spring 7, | hardly realize that its tail has been fastened.
so shown as riveted at one end to one lever of By practical use of the device above de-
said pincers 2 and reacting against the other | seribed I have demonstrated its efficiency.
lever thereof. |

'The device is of small cost, and, as already
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indicated, it may be very easily and quickly
applied to the cow’s tail and removed there-
from and when temporarily out of use may
be left hanging to the milker’s garment,
where it will require no attention, but will
Le always available when wanted.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is as fol-
lows:

1. A cow-tail holderinvolving a pair of pin-
cers and a flexible connection attached to the
same, which pincers have the curved jaws 3
with radial extensions or ends equipped with
teeth 4, which jaws 3 are adapted to embrace
the cow’s tail, and which teeth 4 are adapted
to pass through the bush of the tail, substan-
tially as deseribed.
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2. Inacow-tail holder,the combination with
the pincers 1 and 2, of the coll-spring 8 con-
necting said pincers, the pincers 1 being pro-
vided with the curved jaws 3 having the ex-
tended radial ends equipped with the inter-
lapping teeth 4, and said pincers 1 being pro-
vided with the spring 5, and said pincers 2
being provided with the serrated jaws 6 and
having the spring 7, with all of said parts
arranged to codperate, substantially as de-
scribed. | '"

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES D. STURGES.

Witnesses:

H. H. KELIHER,
F. D. MERCHANT.
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