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To all whom ¢ muay concerr.

Be it known that I, DARWIN K. WRIGHT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Locking Devices for [Filing-Receptacles or
the Like, of which the following is a deserip-
~tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon. | |
My invention relates to improvements in
devices adapted for filing away letters and

documentsorfor filing away cards, sheets,and

the like containing information, which may
be readily accessible to authorized persons.

In the particular embodiment herein illus-
trated the invention is illustrated as it will be
applied to the well-known system of card-in-
dexing now in such exftensvie use and 1s an
improvement upon the devices shown in my
previous applications for Letters Patent, filed
May 22, 1902, Serial No. 108,554, and May 28,
1902, Serial No. 109,352. _

Thebroadideaofthe presentinventionisthe
same as set forth in the other applications—
nawmely, to provide a locking mechanism for
the drawer and one for the card-rod, which
mechanisms are muatually dependent upon
each other in one of the following respects:
(A) simultaneous unlocking of both; (B) sue-
cessive unlocking of both—that is, the eard-
rod locks after the drawer has been unlocked
by the further action of the drawer-lock; (C)
simultaneous locking of both; (D) successive
locking of both—that is, the release of cer-
tain mechanism will first lock the card-rod,
and then further movement of such mechan-
ism will lock the drawer.

The main feature of the present invention
consists in providing a single sliding or rock-
ing lever or bar which earries both the lock-
ing-bolt for the drawer and the locking de-
vices for the card-rod, the manipulation of a
 key serving to unlock both and to bring into
action mechanism which holds the parts un-
locked until said mechanism isreleased, when
the parts return to locked position. |

In one form of my invention a sliding bar
carrying on one end the drawer-locking bolt
and upon the other end a card-locking de-

i drawer-locking bolt and on the other arm the

card - locking mechanism. Furthermore, I
have so arranged these parts that the action
of the key to move the sliding bar or swing
the pivoted lever may simultaneously unloek
the card-rod with the unlocking of thedrawer
or have so arranged the parts that the initial
releasing of the drawer-bolt will not release
the card-rod; but in a successive movement

| of said bar or lever the card-rod will be re-

leased. Furthermore, the releasing of the
barorleverengaging mechanism to hold them
in retracted position may simultaneousiy or
successively operate the respective locking
devices.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-

‘panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of one form of my
invention with the outer plate of the casing
removed and showing the mechanism in po-
sition when both the drawer and card-rod are
locked, and in this figure the parts are so ar-
ranged and the throw of the bar which car-
ries the card-rod lock and drawer-lock is
sich that the initial withdrawal of the bolt
does not release the card-rod; but the latter
is released by further action of the sliding.
bar. Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but
showing the simultaneous unlocking of the
drawer and card-rod. Fig. 3 is a view slmi-

lar to Fig. 1, except that instead of a sliding

bar a pivoted lever is used; and Kig. 4 is a
view similar to Fig. 2, except that a pivoted
lever instead of sliding bar is used.

In the drawings, A represents one face of
the casing, in which the locking mechanism
is supported. Through the lower end of this
projects the usual card-rod C, which passes
through and supports the cards or other pa-
pers to be filed away in the manner common
in such devices. |

aisakey-opening,and b an openingthrough
which passes a manipulating knob or pin ¢
for setting in motion the locking devices.

The locking-bolt of the drawer is repre-
sented at 1andiscarried in Figs. 1and 2 upon
the end of a sliding bar B, which is normally
pressed outwardly in the engagement with a
locking-slot in the casing of the cabinet by a
spring 4. The sliding bar B on its lower end
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vice is provided, while in another form a piv-

has a headedsslot,thenarrow portion 5of which
oted lever is used carrying upon one arm the |

is adapted to receive and bind against the
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- side of the card-rod in order to lock the same.
~'The headed part of the slot is large enough

to allow of movement of the card-rod there-

through when the bar I} is slid to release the
narrow part of the slot from engagement with-

sald card-rod. Asshown in Figs. 1and 2, the

manipulation of the bar I3 by the key will re-

tract the bolt from its loeking engagement
with the cabinet-casingand alsomove the nar-

row part of the slot in the baroutof engage-
ment with the card-rod C. In Fig. 1 thenar-

row part of the slot is shown as a little longer

than the engaging portion of the bolt, so that

when the bolt is withdrawn the card-rod is
not unlocked, but a further withdrawal of the

bolt orsliding of the bar B is necessary to re-

lease the card-rod. In Fig. 2, however, the

~card-rod is simultaneously released with the
bolt. Toprovide for holding this bar Bin re-

tracted position, a spring-pressed lever 14,

“having a catch 15 on its upper end and ma-
nipulated by the pin ¢, extending through the

slot ¢, is provided, the upper end 15 of this

lever being shown in Fig. 1 as adapted to suc-
cessively engage notehes 7 and 8 in the slid-
Ing bar B, and in Fig. 2 this upperend 15 en-
- gages thenotech 78. Referring to Fig. 1, when
the drawer is unlocked the end 15 of the le-

ver 14 engages the noteh 7 and holds the bar

B retracted. This unlocks the drawer, but
not the card-rod; but a further downward

-~ movement of the sliding bar B will release

 the card-rod, and the part 15 of the lever 14 |
will engage the notch 8 and hold the bar in |

1ts lowest retracted position, thus leaving the

card-rod and drawer both unlocked. To re--

turn the parts to locked position without ma-

- nipulation of the key, the pin ¢ is moved in
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the slot  when the projection 15 of the lever
14 first is disengaged from theslot 8, and the
bar B will move upward to lock the card-rod,
and the further movement of the lever 14 will
release the end 15 from engagement with the
noteh 7 and cause the parts to lock. In Fig.
2 only one notch 78 is provided, for the rea-
son that the locking and unlocking action is
simultaneous—that is, as the bar B is moved
downwardly by the key or allowed to move
npwardly by manipulation of the lever 14 the
drawer and card-rod will suecessively be un-
locked and locked. |

In Figs. 3 and 4, which in respect to mode
of operation correspond to IFigs. 1 and 2, re-
spectively, a pivoted lever B’ is shown, one
arm of which has the notches 7' §', corre-
spouding to notehes 7 8 shown in Fig. 1, and

709,845

in KFig. 4 anotch 78’ is shown, corresponding

to the notch 78 in Fig. 2. The operation
~of the parts is respectively like the operation

of the parts shown in Figs. 1 and 2, except

‘that a single instead of a double key is used

6o

and the levers B’ are swung on their pivots

16, the slots in the lower arms of the levers B’

‘being marked 5’, corresponding with 5 of
The construction and mode

Figs. 1 and 2. :
of operation of the lever 14 is substantially

eny, is—

‘the same in connection with Figs. 3and 4 as
is the operation of the corresponding part in
Figs; 1 and 2.

| Having thus described myinvention, what
| I claim, and desire to secure by Leiters Pat-

1. In a card-index system or similar filing

apparatus, a card rod or support, a locking

device therefor, a locking device for the re-
ceptacle, and a movable snpport carrying

both locking devices, and means for unlock-

ing and locking them in one operation; sub-

stantially as described.
2. In a card-index system or similar filing

30

apparatus, a card rod or support, a locking

device therefor, a locking device for the re-

ceptacle, and a movable support carrying
both locking devices, and means for unlock--

ing them, a catch for holding the movable

support in retracted position, and means for
‘releasing the cateh to allow the return of the

support; substantially as deseribed.

3. In a card-index system or similar filing
apparatus, a card rod or support, a locking
device therefor, a locking device for the re-

ceptacle, and a movable support carrying

both locking devices, and means for unlock-
Ing them, said movable support having a se-
ries of notches, a catch respectively engaging
said notches as the support is moved to suc-
cessively unlock the receptacle and card-rod,
and means for releasing the catch; substan-
tially as described.

4. In a card-index system or similar filing
apparatus, a locking device therefor, a card

| rod or support, aloeking device therefor, and

a single pivoted lever carrying the locking
device for the receptacle and for the card rod
or support, and means for operating it; sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

DARWIN E. WRIGHT.

e

Witnhesses:
A. L. Hougn,
M. V. THOMPSON.
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