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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, JOSEPH A. UTTER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Craw-
- fordsville, in the county of Montgomery aund
5 State of Indiana, have invented an Improve-
ment in Metallic IFence-Posts; and I hereby
declme the following to be a full, clear, and

exact description of the same.

My invention is designed for use in con-
1o nection with wire in the construction of wire
fence; and its object is to provide a metallic
fence-post having a cement base, said fence-
post being of a darable, firm, and ornamental
character, capable of standing firmly in the
ground .:md of holding the horlzontal line-
wires of wire fence or woven wires securely
by means of metallic clamps of soadjustable
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a character as to allow said wires to be fas-
tened to the upright bars of the post at any

20 desired distance apart and to be shifted
readily up or down at any tlme as may be de-
sired.

The invention consists in the Several parts
and their adaptation and combination to

25 form such a fence-post as is heremafter fully
sef forth and described. |

Intheaccompanying drawings, Figurelis a
view of apost. Iig.2 isa horizontal section
of the same. Fig. 5 1s a detail view of the

30 clamp and connections. -

Thecement base A, composed of cement, ce-
ment and sand, or cement and broken rock
in any desired proportions to produce ade-

| quate strength, is to be of size and shape
3z adapted to be planted in the ground and to
receive and hold securely the lower ends of
thetwo bars B and I3', designed tostand paral-

lel to each otherin an upright position to re-
ceive and sustain the horizontal line-wires

40 D D' D? &e., attached thereto by the clamps
to be hereinafter described. Around the up-
per end of sald cement base and embedded

therein is placed a metallic band K, designed

to strengthen it. Within the lower end of

45 said base 1is a metallic core L, placed at or
near the eenter thereof with one end firmly
attached to the lower end of the upright bars

B and B’ at N, and the other end is fastened

to a suitable weight M to keep said core in

to place and afford additional weight and sta-
- bility to the base. The purpose of said core
is to hold the upright bars at a proper dis-

such movement.

! tance from the lower end of the base and to

further strengthen it.

The lower end of the cement base is en-
larged, so as to form a projection or rim O
around it, which enlarges the end surface ot
the base, causing if to set more firmly in the
ground and to resist any forece tending to
raise or lower 1t 1n the ground or moving it
sidewise. At the upper end of these bars a
suitable cap or ornament F can be fixed by
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having a tongue or flange thereof extend a

short way down between said bars, to which
it can be riveted or bolted. This cap is de-
signed to serve the double purpose of orna-
menting the fence-post and of holding the
tops of the bars B B" in their proper relative
position. These parts being set along the
proposed line of fence, the wires D D', &e.,

are strung and are held in place by clamps
which consist of broad backs C, extending
across the rear edges of the Vertmal bars B,
which form the posts, and sides C’, extending
along the outer sides of the posts. These
sides may be tapered or convergent, asshown,
and their front ends project a little beyond
the front edges of the bars I3 and are slotted,

as at H, so thab the wires can be lald in the'
‘slots.

The wires are secured and the clamps
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locked to the posts by mieans of hook-bolts

L, the hook at the front end being adapted
to engage the wire, and the rear end of the
bolt passes through the back C of the clamp
and 1s screw-threaded to receive a nut G,

which being serewed down will draw the hook
‘end back and pull the wire tight into the slots

H, at the same time locking the clamp to the .

post This construction enables me to adjust
the clamp up or down and to lock it firmly

to a smooth post without the necessity of any

serrations or notches in the post.
- By reason of the broad back with the cen-

trally-disposed bolt the latter serves as a
lever by its attachment to the wire, and any

tendency to push the wire up or down will

cause either the lower or the upper angle of

the back to bind against the post and resist
The agreaterthe pressure the
more tightly the wire will be clamped to the
post. The shanks of the bolts are preferably

of a thickness to correspond with the tongue
| of the cap-piece I and to thus serve to main-
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- wireupordown and by its latch-bolt prevents
any movement of the wire forward or back.
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tain the post-sections B B’ at an equal dis- | pair of upright parallel metallic bars secured

tance apart throughout their length. When

downward pressure 18 exerted on sald line-

wire, the arms of the clamp tend downward
and the upper edge of the broad back of
the clamp is drawn more ti ohtly against the
rear surfaces of the upmwht bars and the
lower edge of the back of said clamp is'thrown
bael{ward and away from the rear surface of
said bars, which draws the latch-bolt back-
ward toward the rear of said bars, clamping

the line-wire more firmly and tightly against

the front surfaces of the upright bars, and
when a force or pressure is exerted upward
on said line-wires the same result is pro-
duced,—to wit, the increased tightening of
the line-wires against the front surface of the
upright bars. This automatic action of the

“elamp to further tighten and more firmly

hold the line-wires against the upright bars
when upward or downward pressure is ex-
erted oun the line-wires and the convenient
adjustability of the line-wires by means of
sald clamp on the upright bars at any desired
distance apart without any notches, holes, or

‘projections on the upright bars constitute

an essential feature of said clamp.

I am aware that prior to myinvention somne
metallic fence-posts have been made at-
tached to a supporting-base. 1 therefore do
not claim such a combination broadly.

The operation of the invention is such that
when the base A is securely planted in the
ground with the twin upright bars B and B’
embedded and attached to the base, as afore-

sald, having their upper ends held in relative .

place by the secured tongue of the cap F, and

the said metallic clawnp is placed on the said -

bars, and the wires D D’ D? &ec., are placed
in the slots H, Figs. 4 and 5, and the lateh-
bolt 1s placed over or nnder the line-wire D
and its nut is serewed tight at the back of
the clamp the desired objects are attained—
viz., thefence-postisheld firmlyin the ground
and is finished in an ornamental manneratthe
topand holdsthe line-wire D sofirmly and se-
curely 1n place asto resist anyordinary force

or pressure in any direction, inasimuch as said

clamp by its slots in conjunection with its
broad back prevents any movement of the

It provides a convenient adjustability of the

wireatany desired distanceup or down on the

smooth surface of the fence-post, for when-
ever 1t 1s desired to readjust the wire up or
down on the fence-post it is only necessary
to loosen adequately the said nut G at the
back of the clamp to allow the elamp,with the

line-wire in the slots, to glide up or down to .

- any desired pomt and then to tighten the nut
- again.

~ of a cement base having embedded therein a

IIaJvmn' thus described myinvention, what |
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- |

ent, 18—
1. The combination in a metallic fence- -post

together at the top, adjustable clamps hav-
ing slotted arms embracing the outer sides of
the bars, lateh-bolts passing between the in-
ner separated sides of the bars and through
the clamps, and nuts securing said bolts.

2. In a metallicfence-post, thecombmatwn
of a cement base, a pair of upright bars em-
bedded in said base and having smooth sur-
faces, a substantially U-shaped clamp em-
bracing the exterior of both bars and having
its broad base bearing against the edges of

the bars, and having its arms adapted to re-

ceive a line-wire, and means for holding the
clamp to the bars.

3. The combination of an inseparable base;
spaced upright bars fixed therein; a metallic
clamp having a broad back and slotted par-
allelarmssaid arms embracing the outersides
of the barsand sald back havingaholethrough
it; a latch-bolt passing between the inner
faces of the bars and having an end extend-
ingthroughthe back of the clamp; and means

for securing said end said, clamp having
means at the opposite end to engage a fence-

wire.

4. In a metallic. fence-post for wire fence
the combination of a cement base having a
metallic band around its top or embedded
therein and a metallic core, and upright bars

| fixed in said base, the upper end of said core
being attached to said upright bars and the

lower end of said core attached to a weight
near the bottom of said base substantlally as
deserlbed

. In ametallic fence- post the combination
of a cement base having a flange, a pair of
narallel and spaced Uprighb bars ﬁxed in said
base, sald base having a metallic band em-
bedded - in it near its top, U-shaped clamps
embracing the outside of the upright bars
and having means for receiving the line-wire;
and a bolf passing through the space between
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the pair of upright bars, and also through -

the back of theclamp, and having a hook end

to engage the porticn of wire between the pair

of bars, and a means for securing the bolt.
6. The combination in a fence of substan-
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tially parallel and separated vertical bars, a

cement base in which they are fixed, a cap-
plece with a tongue interposed to hold the
bars apart, wire-holding clamps inclosing the
bars with the backs across their rear edges
and slots for the wires in the frout ends of
the clamps, bolts having hooks to engage the

‘wires between the arms of the elamps SCrew-

threaded rear ends passing through the backs
of the clamps and nuts fitting thereon, the
shanks of said bolts acting as braces at inter-
vals between the post-sectious.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

JOSEPH A. UTTER.

Witnesses:
IRVIN C. DWIGGINS,
STEPHEN A. STILLWELL,
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