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2’ 0 (L?Z— whom xb maiy concern:
‘Beit known thatI, AUSTIN HENRY DEBORD

a citizen of the Umted States, residing a,t--

Canon City, in the county of Fremont and

State of Colorado, have invented certain new
- and useful Improvements in Hitching De-
S -vices; and I do declare the following to be a
- full, clear, and exact deseription of bhe inven-

mon sueh as will enable others skilled in the
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‘art to which it appertains to make and use the

~ same, reference being had to the accompany-
- ing drawings, and to the ficures of reference

o marked Lheleon which foun a part of this

- bpeelﬁcatmn

My invention 1elanes to hltchmu‘ devices,
and has for its ob;]eet to provide a devme of

- this class which is particularly simple in ¢on-

~ struction and eAsy and pos1t1ve of opem—-

. tion.

T 20

A farther ob;eet of my mvenmon is to pro-

" vide a hitching device which is operated from

.~ within the vehlcle and which is so constructed
~ that it may be raised or lowered to any de-
- gired height between the ﬂoor of the vehlcle_
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o }conswts principallyin the particular arrange-

and the ﬂ‘mund
"With these ob;jects in view my mventmn

“ment and construction of my 1ockmtr-pla,te

My

- ~outin the appended claims.

; ”.;j ) _Sa.me parts throughout bothfigures,in which—

.. plateisfolded back upon itself and. bifurcated

- toconform totheelongated portion of keyhole-

. shaped opening, the extreme: ends 6 being:

- rolled fora purpose whlch wﬂl heremaf ter be-
RN 50 fl]l]}' descrlbed | |

1.is a wagon prowded with the ﬁoor 2. A

_Sma,ll hole or opening is made in said floorin
.~ any convenient place, and the locking-plate
.. 8 is secured to the floor directly over said
“ . hole or opening. Said locking-plate 3 is pro-
- vided with a hole 4, shaped similar to that.
of a keyhole, and the rear portion 5 of said:

invention further consists in certain
other novel features of construction and in

~ combination of parts, which will be first fully
. deseribed and afterward spemﬁeally pointed

S |

7 indicates the weight, and S the chain or

suspendmﬂ means, which is provided with a

ring 9 at the top thereof for mfuupulatmﬂ' the

Wewht | |
10 indicates the hltchmw lines or straps,

which lead from the bit over the shafts and
front axle to the weight 7.

Having thusfully set forth the several parts

of my invention, its operatlon is as follows:
“When the wewhf is in the position shown in

Figs.1and 2and itis desired to raise the same

| cleeu of the ground,the ring is grasped and the

welght hfted the cha,m or buspendmﬂ' means

passing throu oh the larger portion of the key-

hole-shaped opening. “When the weight has
been raised to the desired height, the chaln

or suspending means is passed ba,ck into the
elongated portion of the keyhole-opening, it
‘| of .course being understood that when I em-
ploy a chain it must be of the style shownin
the drawings, in which each link sets at right
| angles to the other &1ternately laterally and

lonfrlmdmally It is therefore plainly seen

in Fig. 2 that a longitudinal link must enter

the elonn‘a,ted por tion of the opening. The
link having been passed in the ring is dropped

and the ne*{t lateral link above engages the
."lockmﬂ'-plate and prevents the eham from

passing through, thus securely holding the

weight sn&.peuded at the desired point.

In order to prevent the engaging link from
Workmfr forward to the larn'er portmn of the

| 70pen1nﬂ' I have constructed the locking-plate
-~ Referring to the accompan ymcr dmwmws, |
Figure 1 shows my invention in operation.
-'IFIU' 21is a perspectwe of my hitching device.
 T.ike numerals of reference mdwate the

as before described, the rolled ends 6 mak-
ing 1t necessary for said link to be raised

__.before it can pass into the larger opening.
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When the weightisdropped,the cham ismade

to again engage the locking-plate.

I do not WlSh to be understood as llmltlﬂﬂ"
~myself to a chain, but can use a strap, rope,

or other suspendmﬂ' means which is provided
with a series of knots, buttons, or any other
_convement means for causing the suspend-

ing means to engage the elonga,ted portion of

‘the opening in the locking-plate at any de-
‘sired:

point.
Having thus fully described my nweutlon

what 1 clmm as new, and. desire-to secure bv

Letters Patent of the United States, is—
In a hitching device, the combination with
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2 709,473

.a weight and suspending means of a plate
through which said suspending means passes,
sald plate being provided with a hole or open-
ing having one portion thereof larger than
‘the other, and means on said plate for hold-
ing the suspending meansin the smaller por-
tion of the opening.
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ruply

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

AUSTIN HENRY DEBORD.

- Witnesses:
LENA HALL,
JANE BROWN.
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