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1o all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK C. ROCK-

WELL, & citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at West Hartford, in the county of Hart-
ford and State of Connecticut, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Handwriting-Developers, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification.

This invention relates to a device which is

designed to be placed upon the wrist or fore-

arm of a person for the purpose of facilitat-
ing the movements of the musecles used when
writing, | |

It is important that children when learning
fo write acquire a free movement of the arm
and a correct position of the hand and fingers
in order to insure a rapid and legible forma-
tion of letters.

The object of this invention is to provide
a simple and cheap device which can be easily
applied to the wrist or forearm of a person
that will so support the member to which it
is applied that the hand will keep in the ap-
proved position and will move freely for the
formation of letters and words. |

The embodiment of the invention that is

illustrated in the accompanying drawings has
a pad formed of cork, composition, or other
suitable material that is light, cheap, and will
not soil the wearer’s clothing or the paper to
be written upon, which pad is provided with
one or more balls or similar universal bear-

ings and with a strap or band that is adapted

to pass around the member to be supported
and hold the device in position.

| tached to the pad, preferably at the ends, is
a band or strap 4, which may be formed of
leather, elastic webbing, or other suitable
light - flexible material. This band may be
provided with a buckle 5 for adjusting its
length. = If the band is made of elastic web-
bing, the buckle is unnecessary.

This device may be slipped, with the balls
underneath, upon the wrist or farther up on

siderable writing or a child that is being
taught to write. When in this position, the
balls rest upon the surface the paper is lying

wise, the approved position with relation to
the paper, rather than edgewise, asis the nat-
ural position. The balls so support the mem-
ber to which the device is applied that the
entire attention of the child may be directed

opment of a proper freedom of movement to
promote rapid and legible penmanship. The
freely-moving balls which form the support
when this device is in position relieve the
muscles to such an extent that writers’ cramp
is cured and prevented. | |
i Iclaim as my invention—

1. A handwriting-developer which consists
of a pad with a ball-bearing, and means for
attaching the pad to the member of a person,
‘substantially as specified. o
- 2. A handwriting-developer consisting of a
pad, recesses in the pad, freely-moving balls
held in the recesses, and a flexible band for
attaching the pad to a member, substantially

Figure 1 of the drawings is a side view of | as specified.

one of the devices. Fig. 2 is a view looking
toward the bottom of one of the devices.
Fig. 3 18 a longitudinal section of one of the
pads. | |

The pad 1 may be formed of cork, cork com-
position, or other suitable material. The top
of this pad is hollowed so as to fit the wrist
or the arm of a person. In the bottom of the

pad are one or more sockets containing shells
At-

2, which hold freely - moving balls 3.

5. A handwriting-developer consisting of a
pad, recesses in the pad, freely-moving balls
held in the recesses, a flexible band for at-
taching the pad to a member, and means for
adjusting thelength of the band,substantially
as specified. -

FREDERICK C. ROCKWELL.

Witnesses:

H. R. WILLIAMS,
V. R. IIOLCOMBE.
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