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To all whom it may concermn: |
‘Beit known thatl, FRANK A. CORTIS, a c¢itl-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Meriden, in the county of New Haven and
¢ State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Lamps, of
which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to an improvement in
street-lamps in which the base of the lamp
10 is provided with an aperture for the inser-
tion of a torch or rod to light or extinguish
the lamp. | |

The objects of my improvement are, first,
to provide a ready and speedy means of 1g-
1z niting and extinguishing the lamp; second,
to do away with the necessity of removing the
protective covering or globe or a portion
thereof in order to light and extinguish the |

lamp; third, to provide as a means of admis-
" 20 sion for an igniter or an extinguisher an
~ opening that can be readily closed and one
that if left open would not result to the dis-
advantage of the lamp or the light from the
| same; fourth, to provide a cover for the open-
25 ing and means for closing the cover. 1 at-
tain these objects by the mechanism illus-
- trated in the accompanying drawings, In
which— |

Rigure 1 is a view in side elevation of the
30 street-lamp, showing the base in position, the

trap covering the aperture for the admission

of the torch, the flange fastened to the trap,

and the closing-pin. Fig. 2 is a plan view of

the base of thelamp, showing the trap closed.

35 Fig. 3 is a detail view, on enlarged scale, in

vertical section, of the base of the lamp, show-

ing the trap closed and in dotted lines the

position that the trap or cover takes after

being opened to admit the lighter or extin-

40 guisher. Fig. 4 is a detail view, on enlarged

scale, showing a modified form of my im-
provement. -

In the accompanying drawings the letter a
~ denotes a lantern or street-lamp supported
45 on the top of a post b. |

The letter o’ denotes the base of the lan-

tern, which is supplied with a collar d, that

fits on the top of the lamp-post and serves as
a means for holding the lantern in place, this
5o base also supporting the globe or protective
covering for the lamp. It is desirable that

]

in alamp of this kind provision should be

‘made for lichting the lamp without requiring

the removal of the globe or covering or of a
portion thereof. This means is attained by
the forming of an aperture ¢ in the base, thus
allowing for the admission of a toreh or rod
for the purpose of lighting the lamp and of
accomplishing such other purposes as may
be required in a lamp of this distinct variety.

In order to cover the above-mentioned ap-
erture ¢ when not in use, a trap f is provided
and preferably hinged, so as to be readily
opened or closed when required. This trap

7 is perforated to allow for the admission of

an air current or draft, such as is required
in order to allow the lamp to burn freely.

This trap is provided with a flange f*, so ar-

ranged as toafford means for causinga move-
ment of the trap. In the arrangement of
the parts as shown in Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive,
of the drawings herein this flange 1s so ar-
ranged as to provide a stop for the trap to
hold it in a practically raised position after
the trap has in its opening movement passed
beyond a verticalline, this construction caus-
ing the trap to remain open antil closed by
the application of some force. When the

trap is opened, this flange /" comes in con-

tact with or overlies the upper end of a pin
g, that is located in a socket in the base of
the lamp and extends below it a sufficient
distance to provide means for enabling 1t to
bepushed upward. By pushing upward upon
this rod or pin ¢ its end comes in contact
with the under surface of the flange f', and
the trap f is readily closed. This may be
done by the use of the torch or rod after 1ts
employment for the purpose of igniting the
lamp or of putting it out.

In the arrangement of parts shown in Fig.
4 the trap h is secured to the under suriace
of the casing, and a spring A’ is employed to
hold the trap in its closed position, the flange
72in the arrangement of the parts belng em-
ploved to force the trap from engagement
with its retaining-spring and cause sald trap
to open. | o

It is obvious that the construction and ar-

‘rangement of parts as shown and described

herein may be departed from to a consider-

| able extent and yet remain within the seope
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of myinvention, so long as the closing-flange

- or closing-pin or their equivalents are re-

i O

5

tained in the construction.
What I claim as my inveuntion, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a lamp, in combination, an inclosing
casing, an aperture through the bottom of the
casing, a swinging trap located within the
casing and adapted to close said aperture and
having a flange adapted to support the trap

In its opened position, and a pin projecting |

through the wall of the casing and adapted
to strike the flange on the trap when the lat-
ter 18 raised.

2. In a lamp, in combination, an inclosing

- casinghavingan aperture through the bottom

- 20

25

and means of access to a swinging trap, the
swinging trap located within the casing and
adapted to close said aperture and having a
flange arranged tosupport the trapin its open
position and overlie said means of access.

3. In a lamp, in combination, an inclosing
casing, an aperture through the bottom of

sald casing, a trap pivoted in position to close

sald aperture and arranged to pass a vertical
line in its opening movement, and having a
flange arranged to provide a-stop and toalso

to the outer side of

708,95%

Serve as a means
closed.,

4. In a lamp, in combination, an 1nclosing

by which the trap may be

casing, an aperture through said casing, a

trap arranged within the casiug to close said

aperture, and means normally disengaged

from the trap and projecting from the inner
the casing and adapted
to engage the trap to cause its closing move-
ment.

9. In a lamp, in combination, an inclosing

casing, an aperture through the bottom of the
casing, a trap arranged within the casing to
close said aperture, and a pin normally dis-

30

35

40

engaged from the trap and projecting through

the wall
the trap to cause its closing movement,

6. In a lamp, in combination, an inclosing

casing, an aperture through the bottom of the
casing, a trap pivoted in position to close
sald apertureand having a flange and a mov-

able pin projecting through the wall of the
casing and adapted

to strike said flange.
FRANK A. CORTIS.
Witnesses:

CHAS. I.. BURDETT,

ARTHUR B. JENKINS.

of the casing and adapted to engage
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