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To all whom ¢ may concern:

3e1t known that I, WALTER JOSEPH STENT,
musician, a subject of the King of Great Brit-
aln, residing at No. 19 Hunter street, Sydney,
in the State of New South Wales and Com-
monwealth of Australia, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Drawing-Down
Devices for Banjo-Vellums, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

- Hitherto in banjos the devices for af

e

Xing

the drawing-down hoop tightly around the

vellum have been affixed to the head by pierec-
ing the rim and bolting thereto brackets tak-
ing the stress of the drawing-down hooks, or
these devices have been carried upon an ex-
tra band outside the rim. Further, it is ac-
knowledged that the less metal there be abous
the head and rim of a banjo so much the bet-
ter will be its tone. Now this invention has
been specially devised in order to obviate the
necessity of piercing the rim or of havingan
extra band outside the rim and in order that
the amount of metal necessary to enable a
tight drawing down of the hoop on the head

will be considerably reduced; but in order :

that thisinvention may be clearly understood
reference will now be made to the drawings
herewith, in which—

Figure 1 is a partial perspective view of the
head or rim and vellum of a banjo, show-
ing three different constructions of these im-
proved drawing-down devices. Figs. 2, 3, 4,
and 5 are respectively inside face view, edge
view, plan, and reverse plan of the drawing-
down devices.

On the drawing-down hoop 1, around the
vellum 2, take the hooks or turnovers 4 of the

bifurcated or forked puller-piece, whose forks |

are marked 5 and its base 6, said base hav-
ing a square orifice therethrough. To com-
plement this puller-piece is an anchor-piece,
naving hook 7, taking over the bottom edge
(and adapted to the configuration of said
edge) of the rim 3 and having flange or base
3, placed in juxtaposition with base 6, so that
a square-shouldered bolt 9 will pass through
both said bases and its nut 10 be used for the
tightening down of therim. Xachbolt 9 act-
ing on the hoop 1 at two points by reason of
the forks or double hooks 5 of the puller-piece
reduces the number of devices by one-half,

and thus reduees the amount of metal used

and largely preserves the tone of the head.
It is obvious that instead of using the an-
chor-piece shown and described the ordinar
L-shaped bracket 11 might still be used and
the improved bifurcated puller-pieces used in
combination with these. Inthiscasethenum-
ber of brackefs would be reduced, as also the

number of perforations through the rim. It

1s also plain that instead of using the bifur-

cated orforked puller-piece a puller-piece with

but one prong or hook might be used in con-
junction with the anchor-piece described. In
this case the brackets would be dispensed with
altogether and no perforations be necessary,
and although I prefertouse whatI haveshown
and described, yet I consider the combina-
tions and arrangements just last deseribed to
be within the scope and nature of these im-
provements.

Having now particularly described and as-
certained the nature of mysaid invention and
in what manner the same is to be performed,
I declare that what I elaim is—

1. In a drawing-down device for banjo-vel-
lums, an anchor-piece consisting of a base

provided with an opening and ahook depend-

Ing from the side of said base, a puller-piece
consisting of a fork having hooked ends and
a base provided with an opening and integral
with the lower end of the fork, a headed bolt
extending through thesaid openings, the head
of said bolt engaging the base of the fork,
and a nut mounted on the bolt for securing
said anchor and puller piece in theiradjusted
position. '

2. In a drawing-down device for banjo-vel-
lums, an anchor-piece consisting of a base and
a hook depending therefrom, a puller-piece
consisting of a fork having hooked ends and
a base integral therewith, a bolt extending
through the base of said pieces, and a nut
mounted on the bolt for securing said anchor
and puller piece in their adjusted position.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

‘name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.

WALTER JOSEPH STENT.
Witnesses:
FRED WALSH,
STEPHEN J. DYER.
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