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To all whon it May CONCErn:

Be it known that we, CARL A. _S_TIILLE'. and

'QWAN BILLINGS, citizens of the United States
of Amerieca, residingat Chicago, in the county

of Cook and State of Illinois, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Wood Carpets, of which the following is ade-
seription, . | *

Our invention belongs to that class of floor-
coverings formed of wood or equivalent ma-
terial designed to cover an nnsig htly floor and
give it a neat and finished appearance.

" more particularly intended to be used as a
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illing to extend from a central rug or car-
pet outward to the wall of the room to give a
neat and complete finish to the floorasa whole.
It may also be employed to cover the entire
floor, if desired. | o ,

The object is to provide a neat, attractive,

durable, and oconomical substitute for the
usual ornamental wood floor em ployed for the

purpose stated.

To this end our invention consists in the.

novel construction, arrangement, and combi-

nation of parts herein shown and deseribed,
“and more particularly pointed ouf in the
. {in Figs. 3 and 7.

claims.

In the drawings, wherein like reference-.

letters indicate like or corresponding parts,

35

40

45

50

to be placed

Figure 1 is a partial view of a floor provided

with ourimproved carpet applied as a filling
outside of a rug.

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan of
our improvement. Fig. 3 is a central hori-
sontal section showing one method of secur-
ing the sections together. Fig, 4 is a trans-
verse vertical section showing the position of
the ties in the sections. Fig. o shows the
manner in which the flexible carpet may be
folded or rolled for convenience 1n handling.

Fig. 6 is a view

different arrangement of the carpet. Fig. 7
is a bottom plan of a modified form. FFig. 3

isa horizountal section showinga modification.

Fig. 9 is a partial boltom plan, also showing
o modification; and Figs. 10 and 11 are modi-
fied forms with parts broken’ away 10 show
the construction. - o

In the drawings, A A A represent sections
of wood or equivalent material, _
ornamental- wood—such, for example, as oak,
cherry, mahogany, or the like—constructed
edge to edge to form a suitable

Itis 0
be located and secured
ferred means. )
‘means may be employed for this purpose, as
shown in Fig. 11.. Inthe preferred construc-
tion an inclined channel orgroove B is formed
Jower surface of the

_eunring the parts

similar to Fig. 1, showing a

foor-finish when the parts are in proper ex:
tended position for the purpose.

¢ O are flexible non - elastic connecting
means: embedded and confained within the
body of the wood section. This may be done
in any preferred manner, & variety of ways
of accomplishing this being shown in the sev-
oral drawings—as, for example, a straight

“groove may be form od transversely across the

sections registering with one another, as
shown in Fig. 11—and the flexible non-elas-
tic means, which is preferably of wire, may
therein by any pre-

‘Glae -or other equivalent

transversely across the

gection A, and the connecting mearns is posi-

tioned therein. Asshown in Figs. 2,3, 4, the
orooves are formed in opposing pairs, and the
wires C are looped about the intervening or
inclosed part B'. To give stability to the

. construction, the wires C C are connected to-

the contiguous section, pret-
the wires a twist, as shown

oether between

erably by giving

9 show-another form of se-
together. As here shown,
the inclined grooves Care oppositelyineclined
in the adjoining sections, as clearly shown in
Fig. 9. This construction permits the con-
necting members to liein a straight line and
prevents the accidental disengagement of the
connecting means with the sections. If de-
sired, additional protection in this direction
may be secured by employing suitable means
to supplement theconnection of the wires to
the sections. - |

In the preferred form the wire C is wonnd

Figs. 7, 8, and

55

60

70

75

30

go

around a cross-bar E, which is sunk into or -

located in a depression formed in the lower
face of the section, as elearly shown in Figs.
7 and 8. In the form shown in Fig. 10 trans-
verse holes are bored through the section, SO
as to register with one another, and the con-
necting - wires are threaded therethrough.
quitable wedges S or equivalent means may
be employed to prevent the slipping of the
sections upon the wire C. Glue or equiva-
lent means may also be used for a similar

purpose. In the preferred form a suitable
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flexible covering D is glued upon the bottom |

of the section to cover the inclosed wire.
1T'his, however, is not essential and may be
omitted.

The lower edges of the sections A A are
beveled, as at a, to permit the sections to be
folded one upon another, as shown in Fig. 5.
By thus beveling or Inclining the lower edges
of the section sufficient space 1s left between
the sections or parts B’ for twisting or other-
wise securing the wires C C together, as shown
at c. (See Figs.3and7.) When the carpet,
18 extended and in position, the proximate
edges of the section should be in contact with
one another at the upper surface to form a
finish in close imitation of the tlooring usu-
ally placed in position a single piece or sec-
tion at a time. |

The carpet may be secured to the floor by
small brads (not shown) or other equivalent

‘means,as may be necessaryordesired. When

the carpet is in use as a border for an inner
'ug or carpet, as shown in Figs. 1 and 6, such
securing means are usually employed.

The convenience and ease with which this
carpet may be laid in position to fit any rug
or space and the economny of its construction
and use are seen at a glance.

By the term ‘“embedded” in the claims we
wish to be understood as including a con-
struetion in which the wire or its equivalent
1s threaded through the sections, as shown in
Fig. 10. |

After thus describing our improvement it

1s obvious that various im material modifiea- !

tions may be made without departing from |

708,842

the spirit of ourinvention. Hence we do not
wish to be understood as limiting ourselves
to the exact form and construction shown.
By the term ‘‘beveled” in the claims we
wish to be understood as meaning that the
proximate edges of the contiguous strips are

- Soconstructed that thereisaregularly-formed

opening below the ties, whereby the carpet
may be rolled or folded upon itself, as shown
In the drawings. |

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Asectional earpetcom prising a plurality
of narrow strips laid edge to edge, in combi-
nation with a plurality of flexible non-elastic
ties extending in a straight line extending
transversely the strips and substantially cen-
trally located between the top and bottom
planes thereof, and means for permanently
fixing the position of each strip relative to its
ties. |

2. In a sectional carpet, a plurality of sec-

‘tions arranged to contact at their edges and

constructed with transverse channels or
grooves formed in opposing pairs to inclose
a part B’ and with beveled lower edges as set
forth, in eombination with flexible non-elas-
tic ties arranged in said channels and con-
nected together between the contiguous sec-
tions, substantially as described.
CARL A. STILLE.
| SWAN BILLINGS.
Witnesses:
JOHN W. HiLL,
CHARLES I. CoBg.
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