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To all whom it MY COTLCETT:
Be it known that I, LoUIS SCHMIEDEKE a

citizen of the Umted States, and a resulent |

of Theresa, in the eounty of Dedﬂ‘e and State
8 of Wleeonem have invented eertam new and
useful Improvements in Postal Car and Sta-
tion Appliances; and Ido hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, end exa,et de-
seription thereof
- to My invention has for its ODJeet to facilitate
and insure automatic delivery and collection
of mail-bags by railway postal car and sta-

tion dppllanees hereinafter particularly.set.
forth with reference to the accompanying.

r5 drawings and subsequently claimed.
Flﬂ*mee 1 and 1* of the drawings represent

plan views, partly in horizontal seetlon and

1espeet1vely illustrate postal car and stdtmn
appliances in accordance with my invention;
20 Fig. 2, an elevation of the same, partly.in sec-
tIOI'_l the view beingindicated by lines 2 2in

- the ﬁrst figure; and E‘lﬂ' 3, a perspective view.

of one of the station apphences
“Referring by letter to the drawings, A in-
2¢ dicates a portlen of a railway posta,l car, and
b each of a plurality of brackets made fast to
the outside of a wall of the car adjacent to a
doorway therein. The bracketsserve as bear-

ings for a vertical rod B, having.upper and

30 Jower arms CD inrigid connection therewith,
the upper arm bem provided with a lever-
handle E, that carries a pivotal lateh F, en-
gageable With one or the other of a pair of
| keeper brackets ¢, one of which is made fast

35 1n the doorway aforesam and the other tothe
inside of the car. | -

Thelever-controlled swing-frame, compris-

ingrod Band arms CD, hasthe crank end d of |

a horizontal bar G in pivotal connection with
40 a transverse lug e of the upper one of said
arms adjacenttotheouterendof same. Made
fast to the bar G to extend horlzontelly at

rigcht angles therefrom are catchesin the form

of sprmﬂ'-hooke H, abutting one another point

45 1o back, the pomb of the outermost hook be-
ing in contact with a leaf- -spring H’, that is
aleo fast to said bar and- vutuelly a hook

- fragment. In connection with the free end

| of bar G, pointing therefrom in an opposite
so direction from that of the hooks H, are spring-
plates that abut one another to form a snap-

| hook catch I, alined with a swivel-hook J, in
connection with the free end of arm I of the
aforesald swing-frame, this swivel - hook in
working position belnﬂ* open in the same di- 55
rection as sald snap- hoek The lever-con-
trolled swing-frame is normally held in the
position ehewn by dotted lines in Fig. 1 by
means of latch I, engaging its keeper- blacket |
¢ on the inside ef the car. 60
A mail-bag to be autemaucdlly delivered
at-a station is provided with a bottom ring 7,
‘and a stop K of suitable dimensions (ball
shape or otherwise) is connected by a flexible
device ¢ of sunitable length to an upper end 65
eye N of said bag. The flexible device g in
connection with the mail-bag is. forced into
snap-hook cateh I, that is for the time being
adjacent to the doorwey of the car, the stop
K being then at rest on said ceteh and the 70
-bottom- ring /¥ of said bag is eaught-eu the
swivel-hook J, that is also for.the time being
adjaeent to sald doorway, after- which the
swing - frame and malill - bag therewith are
moved outward -and latched in the position %5
shown by full lines in Figs.-1 and 2, the bar
( having been pwotal]y adjusted, so that
the spring-h_ook cateches fast thereto are for-
ward of the same in the direction of travel
on the part of the car. 8o
A frame I, similar to the one best shown in
- Fig. 3,18 erected at each postal station along
the railway-treek ‘on which the car travels,
( and in connection with .vertical pivots on a
horizontal upper beam of the frame are bars 8;
M M’', each equipped with spring-hooks H”
and a leaf-spring H'”, constituting catchesin
| the same arrangement as those comprising
the hooks H and spring H'in connection with
bar G of the lever-controlled swing-frame go

{ above specified. The elevation of bars MM

is such that when either is swung out at a
richt angle to the frame L it will elear bar G
of the swing—frame, adjusted to'stand at a
right angle to the car, and pass the frame- gs
| bar on a horizontal pla,ne parallel to the
same. The catches of the station-bar M ex-
tend in an opposite direction to those of sta-
| tion-bar M’, and one or the other of these
bars is swang out to have said catches there- 100
of point in the direction from which the pos-
| tal car approaches. |
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In pivotal connection with upper and lower
horizontal beams of frame L on a plane be-
tween those of the pivots of bars M M’ are
arms N O, the {ree end of the upper arm be-
ing in the form of a fork 72 and that of the
lower arm provided with a swivel-hook 7, the
arrangement of sald arms when in working
pOblthH being such that they clear the arm
D and bar G of a swing-frame standing out
from a passing car. The arm N 1s pwoted to
swing horizontally, the same as the bars M
M/, and the arm O has its pivot at right an-
vles to that of the former arm.

A matl-bag hung out from a car, as above
described, is caught and left suspended from
a catch of the swung-out station-bar M or M/,
and a mail- baﬂ'suspended In connection WIth
station-arms N O by the same means as the
one aforesaid (see full lines in Fig. 2 and
dotted linesin IFig. 3) will be caught and car-
ried on by a catch of bar I, belonrrmrr to the
thI]"'-fldll]B on saild car. By means of its
level the swing-frame is brought parallel to
the doorway of the car, and Lhe mail - bag

caught from the bars N O of the station-
flame can be readily detached.

By the peculiar construction and arrange-
ment of parts herein specified a mail- baﬂ‘
suspended outside a car or at a station is
automatically held in place against atmos-
pheric dlbtlllbd[l(.,e, and there is 'a plurality

of thespring-hook catcheson the car and sta-
tion-arms to insure the cateching of the bags.

lIaving thus described my mventmn “hdt
Iclaimasnew, and desire 1o secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A postal-car appliance comprising a le-
ver-controlled swing-frame adjacent to a side
doorway of the car, alatchon the lever, keep-
ers for thelateh arranged with respectto hold-
Ing the swing-frame in different positions of
deUmeellT means i connection with said
swing-frame for releasable suspension of a
mail-bag, as well as for catching and detach-
ing such a bag fromn suspending devices at a
station, and other mneans at the station for
catching and holding the former bag.

2. A postal-car d[}l)lldnce comprising a

swing-frame adjacenttoa side doorway of the |

car, a pivotally-adjustable upper outer bar in

708,174

catch extending in one direction from the
outer end of the bar for the engagement of a
flexible device connecting one end of a mail-
bag with a stop designed l:o overlie the catch,

a swivel-hook in connectlon with the outer
end of a lower swing-frame arm in alinement
to sald cateh to engage with a ring in connec-

| connection with the swing-frame, a yielding

55

tion with the other end of the mail-bag and

other yielding catches alined on said bar to
extend therefrom in the direction opposite
the former catch to be one or the other there-
of engaged by a stop-attached flexible device
in connection with a mail-bagsuspended from
a station-frame passed by said car.

3. A railway-postal-station frame having
an upper horizontal beam thereof provided
with a pair of bars each adjustable on ver-
tical pivots to stand at a right angle to the
frame, yielding catches alined on sides of the
bars, those of one bar being extended in an
opposite direction to those of the other bar,
a forked-end arm in connection with a ver-
tical pivotonan upper frame-timber the plane
of thispivot being intermediate of those afore-
sald, another arm adjustable on a horizontal
pivot In connection with a lower frame-tim-
ber to stand with the other arm at a right
angle tosaid frame, and a swivel-hook in con-
nection with the free end of the lower arm;
the catches aforesaid Leing singly for auto-—
matic engagement of a ﬂemble device con-
necting one end of a mail-bag with a catch-
overlymg stop, the bag being normally sus-
pended from a swung-out postal-car appli-
ance provided with other yielding catches for
engagement of a similar ﬂeuble device en-
ﬁatreable with the forked-end frame-arm and
connecting an overlying stop with a mail-bag
having a lower ring engaﬂed by the swwel
hook of the other frame-arm.

In testimony that I claim the fmen'omﬂ' 1
have hereunto set my hand, at Mllwaukee in
the county of Milwaukee dl]d State of \Vls-
consin, 1n the presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS SCIIMIEDEKE.

Witnesses:
N. E. OLIPHANT,
B. C. RoLorr.
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