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Application filed March 31, 1902, Serial No. 100,767, (No model.)

Lo all whom It maly concer:

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE L. HOWARD, a
citizen of the Umted States, and a resident

of the city of Washington, in the District of .

Columbia, have Jnvented new and useful Im-
pmvements in Label-Affixers, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates toan improvement in
label-affixers, and it is particularly applica-
ble to the use of attaching a dissoluble label
which I have myself devised for labeling Gov-
ernment-inspected meats; and the nature of
the Invention is the provision of & receptacle

-~ adapted to contfain a quantity of these labels
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and provided with a handle by which the
affixing device,wiih its complement of labeis,
is manipulated so as to leave one label at a
time attached to the surface to be labeled,
and means for creating a force feed of the
labels commensurate or Apprmmmitely com-
mensurate with the space left by the removal
of each label; and the preferred development
of this deuICUIELI invention contemplates the
use of a receptacle in which the labels are
contained, having one open face for the easy
removal of a siugle label at a time in connec-
tion with a follower and a screw or screws for
forcing the follower forward upon or back
of the labels to furnish the required back
pressure thereupon and compensate for the
space left by the removal of the labels, and
this feed mechanism is preferably located
within easy reach of the thumb or fore-
finger of the operator while his hand is upon
the handle or, in other words, without the
necessity of removing his hand from the
handle.

My invention still further consistsin other

modifications and specific details, which will
be hereinafter fully desel‘ibed, and pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is.

a view 1n perspectiveof myimpr roved and pre-
ferred form of construction. F¥ig. 2 1s a lon-
gitudinal vertical section. [IFig. 31isa modifi-
cation in which a spring is used in addition
to the other features of the invention. Kig.
4 is a modified form embodying the screw and
spring, but in liea of one screw employing
several, or one at each corner; and Ifig. 5 is
a modified form in which the milled head is
modified into a handle.

In the construction shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2
the label-receptacle A is in the general form
of a hollow cube, although of course 1 have
no intention of limiting myself to the precise
dimensions. In size this is adapted to re-
coive a package of labels-—say two hundred
and fifty, as they are generally put up in
this number. One side opens, as shown, and
is provided with a door 1, hinged at one edge
to an edge of the receptacle A and provided
at its other edge with a catch 3 to hold 1t in
a closed or locked position. The puarpose of
this door is to admit of the insertion of a
package of labels thervein. The side out
through which the labels are fed is open, as
indicated by the numeral 4, and the lips 5 5
project inwardly from opposite sides of the
receptacle to form a support for the labels
and assist in holding them in place until ap-
plied to the surface to be labeled, when they

| readily permit the labelsto be pulled from be-

neath them by the adhesion of the exposed por-
tion of the label to the surface to be labeled,

which force is greater than that which r etmns
the labels in the receptacle. The labels are
held against the lips and fed forwardly by a
follower 6, which approximately fits the 1inte-
rior walls of the receptacle or, in other words,
conforms substantially to the shape and di-
mensions of the labels. A screw 7.is swiv-
eled in the follower atits lower end and turns
in a threaded hole 8 in the top of the recep-
tacle. On theouter endof this serew a wheel
or nut 9 is secured. 1'his mayv.be milled at
the edge or have spokes, if desired, to facili-
tate its turning or manipulation. A handle
10 extends from oneside of the receptacle or
in a plane parallel with the open face of the

receptacle, and the relative arrangement of

the handle and thumb-nut or wheel is such

that the latter may be operated by the thumb
or forefinger of the operator while retaining
his hand upon the handle.

In this form of construction it will be ob-
served that the labels are applied by a swing-
ing motion of the device after the manner of
using a hammer, and, If desired, with each

swing of the device the screw may be turned
forward a sufficient distance to take up the
space left by the label removed, so that an
equal force-feed pressure is applied to all the
| labels from first to last sufficient to cause
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them to adhere as fast as they are applied to |
the moist surface of the beef or other meat

inspected or other object to be labeled, and

with a little praectice the operator becomes
accustomed to this adjustment of the feed,

so that he regulates it with comparative ease
and accuracy. If desired, instead of turning
the secrew with each application of a label a
few labels maybeapplied and then the screw
may be turned, and so alternately. The lips
5 & may either be straight or scalloped or in-
dented accordingly as desired or as is found
best for the purpose. To refill, the screw is
reversed until the follower has reached its
limit of movement, when a new package of
labels is placedin thereceptacle and clamped
between the follower andlips as before,when
the device is capable of operation as above
described. |

Various modifications might be made, and
I have shown three different forms, which T
will now proceed to describe. The first is
1llustrated in Fig. 3, in which form a second
follower 12 is employed and a spiral spring
15 1s interposed between the two followers.
Otherwise this form is to all intents and pur-
poses the same as the one previously de-
scribed.

In Fig. 4 in lieu of a single feed-screw four
stationary threaded posts project outwardly
from as many points on thedevice and a plate

14 1s mounted on them. Between the plate
14 and the follower a spring 16 is interposed
and thumb-nuts 17 17 on the post are em-

ployed for feeding the follower. In other
respects this form is virtually the sameas the
others. | |

-In the construction illustrated in Fig. 5 the
handle is in reality attached to the screw,or,
in other words, the thumb-nut or wheel is
modified into the form of a handle, so thatto
feed the follower forward the operator turns
the bandle from time to time. Inall of these
forms the pressure is directly upon the top
of the receptacle or transmitted from the fol-
lower through the serewtothe top. The last
form is the only exception to this rule, and
in that form it is taken from the top and is
upon the operator’s hand directly through the
handle.

In addition to the several modifications de-

~seribed other slight ones might be made with-
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out departing from the spirit and scope of
my invention, and hence I do not wish to
limit myself to the precise constructions here-
in set forth; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
[ claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination of a receptacle having
an open face for the discharge of its contents,
and lips projecting inwardly from opposite
sides or edges of the opening, of a follower, a
screw turning in threads in the side of the
receptacle opposite the open face and swiv-
eled in the follower, a thumb-nut or wheel on

the screw by which to turn it and a handle |

707,781

by which the entire device is moved in the
operation of labeling. |

2. The combination with a receptacle hav-
1ng an open face for the discharge of its con-
tents, and lips projecting inwardly from op-
posite sides or edges of the opening, of a fol-
lower, a secrew turning in threads in the side
of the receptacle opposite the open face and
swiveled in the follower, means whereby to
tarn the screw, and a handle extending in a
direction parallel with the open face of the
receptacle by means of which the receptacle
18 swung bodily in the operation of applying
a label. | .

3. A label-affixing device consisting of a re-
ceptacle having an open face and lips pro-
Jecting inwardly from opposite sides thereof,
a palr of followers, a spring interposed be-
tween said followers,; and a serew-feed for the
outer follower and a handle extending later-
ally from the receptacle whereby the device
1s wielded in the operation of applying alabel.

4. The combination with a receptacle adapt-
ed to contain labels, said receptacle having
oneopen face, the other faces all being closed,
a handle connected with the box or receptacle
by which the latter islifted and swung bodily
in the operation of applying a label, a fol-
lower, a screw connected therewith and ex-

tending through a hole in one of the closed

sides of the box or receptacle, and means for
feeding the screw inward or outward through
the hole whereby to move and control the po-
sition of the follower.

5. Thecombination with a receptacleadapt-
ed to contain labels, said receptacle having
oue open face, the other faces all being closed,
a handle connected with the box or receptacle
by which the latter is lifted and swung bodily
in the operation of applying a label, a fol-
lower, a screw connected therewith and ex-
tending through a hole in one of the closed
sides of the box or receptacle, and means for
feeding the screw inward or outward through
the hole whereby to move and control the po-
sition of the follower, the screw and follower
permanently retainedin the box or receptacle.

6. The combination with areceptacleadapt-
ed to contain labels, said receptacle having
one open face, the other faces all being closed,
a handle connected withthe boxor receptacle
by which the latter is lifted and swung bodily
in the operation of applying a label, a fol-
lower, a screw connected therewith and ex-
tending through a hole in one of the closed
sides of the box or receptacle, and a nut
through whieh the screw turns for feeding the
screw inward or outward through the hole
whereby to move and control the position of
the follower. |

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
1ng witnesses.

| GEO. K. HOWARD.
YWitnesses:
FRANK K. NEWTON,
VERNON K. HODGES.
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