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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES A. BRITTON, OF BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA.

LUCGAGE-CARRIER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 7'07 7955, dated August 26 1902

Application filed October 17, 1901, Serial Nn 78,902

(No model )

To all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known-that I, JaAMES A. BRITTON, of
Bethlehem, inthe eountv of Northampton ::md__

State of Pennsg Ivania, have invented certain
new and useful Impmvements in Luggage-
Carriers; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a tull, clear, and exact description
of the invention such as will enable -others
skilled in the art to which 1t appelmmb to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to certain new and

usefulimprovements in luggage-carriers, and
18 designed more par twuimly to be attached
to a hose-carriage or other similar fire appa-

ratus.
It is well known that the hose- -carriages,
hose-wagons, trucks, &e., now in common

use are not prowded with suitable or ade-

quate receptacles for carrying overcoats, fire-
helmets, and other articles used by firemen
in the line of their profession, and it is this
deliciency that my improved luggage-carrier
18 designed to overcome.

The invention will be hereinafter fully set
forth, and particularly pointed out in the
(‘]ELI[I]S

In the accompanyuw drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view illustrating my lmploved lug-
gage-carrier. IKig. 21is aseetmnal view there-
of on the line 2 2 Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side
view. Fig. 41isa plan view of the catch for
the securinn‘—straps Fig. 5 is an enlarged
detail perspective view of the lateh, showmﬂ'
the same inverted.

Referring to the drawings, 10 deswnates a
basket or receptacle for med of 2 metalhc
framework 11, covered with wire mesh 12,
sald reeeptaele being secured to the vehwle-
axle A by means of smtable bolts B, as illus-
trated 1n Fig. 3. The basket or 1ecepmcle 10
is provided Wlth a deep pockef or compart-
ment 18, which leads off from a shallow
pocket or compartment 14, both of said
pockets or compartments e\itendmn‘ prefer-
ably, across the entire width of the D&bket or
receptacle. In the bottom of pocket 13 and
extending from the bars15 of the framework
11 are 1ocated two fransverse strips of rub-
ber 16, forming pads or cushions, which are
deswned to pr event wear upon the wire mesh
in the event that a heavy body—such, for in-
stance, as a hose-washer—is depomted there-

[ in,

prars

Should it bo desired to employ said
pocket as a receptacle for a hose-washer, the

same is provided with an opening 17 to re-

ceive the coupling of said hose-washer, holes
or openings 18 being formed to allow Lhe legs
or supports of the lattel to project under the
poeketld |

On each of the top bars 19 of fmmewmk 11
are formed loops 20, each of which is de-

‘signed to receive the front rim of a fireman’s
-helmet the latter being held in position by

means of straps 21, secured at each corner.of
said framework, the free ends of said straps
being provided with snap-hooks or other simi-
lar attachments, whereby they may be read-
ily united or separated, as the case may be.
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In Fig. 41 have shown the form of snap

which I prefer to employ. The same con-
sists of a plate 23, secured permanently to
one of the straps 21 and provided with a piv-
oted lateh 24, having a shoulder 25, which is
normally held in engagement with a notched
member 27, carried by the opposite strap 21
through the medium of a spring 28, one end
of which enters a hole 31 in the handle 29 of
said latch. The latch is moved out of en-

-gagement with the notched plate 27 by means
| of a knob 30.

In practice a hose-washer or the like is pref-
erably carried in the pocket or compartment
13, the overcoats and other similar garments
of the firemen being placed thereupon and
extending into the pocket or compartment 14.
The helmets are then placed in position, the
front rims being passed under the loops 20,
the straps 21 being passed around the rear of
sald helmetsand united by means of the snaps
23. Axes, hatchets, crowbars, jimmies, and
similar tools are carried in the pockets 26, as
before stated.

From what has been said it will be observed
that 1 have produced a simple and inexpen-
sive luggage-carrier in which many garments,
tools, and implements employed by firemen

can be compactly packed and 3@1‘; be ready

for instant use.

While I have descr Lbed a hose- washer as
being deposited in pocket 18, I do not intend
to be understood as 11m1t1nfr myself in the

employment of my luggage-carrier to any one

article, as any useful artlcle no matter of

| what nature, may be deposited therein. Said
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pocket, however, is intended to receive bulky |

articles which might be thrown from side to
side by the vibration caused in the rapid
transit of fire-fighting apparatus, and hence
sald pocket is made deeper than the extension
in order to prevent such articles being thrown
out by the swaying of the vehicle; but aside
from this while my improved luggage-carrier
18 primarily intended for use in connection
with fire-fighting apparatus yet I do not limit
myself in this particular, as the same can be
applied to any vehicle and employed for car-
rying articles of any character.

I claim as my invention— |

1. Aluggage-carrier forfireapparatuscom-
prising a metailic framework, the top bars of
which are provided with loops, and securing-
straps connected to said framework and ar-
ranged to coact with said loops, as set forth.

2. Aluggage-carrier forfireapparatuscom-
prising a framework, the top bars of which
are provided with loops, securing-straps at-

- tached to said framework and arranged to
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coact with said loops, and means for detach-
ably connecting the free ends of said straps,
as set forth. o

3. A luggage-carrier comprising a frame-

work forming a deep receptacle the bottom |
of which is curved to form a shallow exten-

sion, loops arranged upon the top bars of said

707,755

framework, and securing-straps connected to
sald framework and arranged to coact with

sald loops, substantially as set forth.

4. Aluggage-carrier forfire apparatus com-
prising a framework forming a deep recepta-
cle the bottom of which is curved to form a
shallow extension, pads or cushions arranged
transversely acrosssaid deep receptacle, loops
arranged upon the top bars of said framework,
securing-straps connected tosaid framework
and arranged to coact with said loops, and
loops or pockets secured to the sides of said
framework, substantially as set forth.

5. A luggage-carrier comprising a basket
or receptacle, loops formed on the top edges
thereof, straps secured to said basket, plates
secured to the free ends of said straps, spring-
pressed catches carried by said plates, addi-
tional straps secured in juxtaposition to said
former straps, and notched members carried
by the free ends of said latter straps-and ar-
ranged to be engaged by said catches, sub-
stantially as set forth. -

In testimony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subscrib-

Ing witnesses. -
JAMES A. BRITTON.
Witnesses:

WILLIAM J. FINK,

GEO. L. BAUM.
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