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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MAX K. DUNCAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
New Yorkeity, countyof New Yor Ik, and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Can-Openers, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
énce being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof, in which similar
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts. |

My invention relates to improvements in
that class of can-openers which are provided
with a perforating-point formed upon the end

of thebarandadapted toactasa centeraround

which a blade fastened upon the bar moves
when cutting. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
device of the nature deseribed embodying
simplicity in construction, efliciencyin opera-
tion, and economy in cost of manufacture.

I attain these objects in the device illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1is a perspective view of my device.

Fig. 2 1s a side view and shows the device

provided with a turned handle. Ifig. 3is an

inverted view in perspective of the knife-

holder, which I shall hereinafter designate
as the ‘“‘sliding piece.” TFig. 41is a top view
of my device, showing a slicht modification.
Fig. 5 is a cross-section taken on the line 1 1
oi said I'ig. 4, and Fig. 6 is a top view in per-
spective of the sliding piece in a slightly-
modified form. = B o

In practice I employ a flat bar A, having g
plercing-point formed by the tapering sides
' upon the end of the double L.-shaped pro-
jeetion ¢* which in turn is formed integral
with the said bar A.

I designates a sliding piece formed with
the turned flanges b, which engage around
the edges of the flat bar A. The said sliding
piece is providéd with an extending shank {’,
upon the end of which I form a pointed blade
*, having a cutting edge 0%, To prevent the
sliding piece B from slipping off, I bend the
end of the bar A along the line «, forming
the lip a*, or, as shown in Fig. 2, the handle
A’, which I might employ, would act to keep
the said sliding piece upon the bar.

The dotted lines in Fig. 2 show the relativo

| position of the cutting-blade to the piercing-

point when the smallest-size opening is being
cut. _' | |

C designates a plate provided with a pro-
jecting tongue or blade ¢, having a cutting
edge ¢, and is securely fastened to the flat
bar A by means of the rivets or pins ¢*

When using my device, the piercing-point
18 first forced through the ecan, and bringing
the bar down to a horizontal position the slid-
Ing piece is moved along until the cutting-

blade is in the desired position. " By a slight
pressure the cutting-blade is forced through
‘the top of the can, which can then very read-.

ily be cut away by bringing the handle around
in arhorizontal and cireular direction,

To cut a square opening, T use the cutter
¢, formed upon the plate C. 1 first perforate
the can by means of the piercing-point «?
and then insert in this opening the cutter ¢,
and by moving the end of the bar up and
down and exerting a slight forward pressure
the can may be very easily cut.

In Kigs. 4 and 5 I show a slight construe-
tional modification which may be used to ad-

| vantage. In this form I simplv form the
| grooves or corrugations @’ upon the flat bar

A and construct the sliding piece B with cor-

‘responding grooves or corrugations.

- Theparticularadvantage of the form shown
in Ifigs. 4 and 5 is that I may use much thin-

nermetal. Thecorrugations will equalize the

difference in strength.
In Fig. 6 I show a series of corrugations b4,
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running crosswise upon the flanges b of the

sliding piece B. While these corrugations
are not essential, they may be employed to
enable the user to obtain a stronger hold upon
the sliding piece. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. A can-opener consisting of a flat bar or
shanlk’provided with a piercing-point at one
end and a cutfing-blade formed upon a plate

attached to the said flat bar or shank, in com-

bination with a sliding piece having overlap-
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ping flanges which are adapted to engage

around the edges of the said shank and a cut-
ting-blade formed upon a projecting shank
extending from the said sliding piece and en-
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gaging along the under side of the shank,
substantially as described. .

2. In a can-opener a flat bar or shank pro-
vided with a piercing-point at one end and a

cutting-blade formed upon a plate attached

 to the said flat bar or shank, in combination

10

“with a sliding piece adapted to move along

the said shank, overlapping flanges formed
upon the sliding piece and adapted to engage

‘around the edge of the shank and hold the

sliding piece upen same, a projecting shank
formed upon the said sliding piece and en-

| gaging along the under side of the shank and

‘a cutting-blade formed upon the end of the
- said shank, substantially as described. IG
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
‘my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
| enge of two witnesses, this 5th day of April,
1901. | |

MAX E. DUNCAN.

Witnesses: o
S. D. SUGAR,
L B. McComB.
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