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To all whom it 'nmy CONCOrI: -

Be itknown that I, WiLriam H. GA‘\IBLE a
citizen of the Umted States, resuhnﬂ' at Ml—
amisburg, in the county of Montfromm y and

State of Ohio, have invented cer tain newand
useful Improvements in I‘oldmﬂ' or Colla,pm-.
ble Bath-Tubs, of which the followmw is a.

specification.

The object of my invention is to. pmvlde a
knockdown and folding portable bath-tub
made of flexible (pr eferably textlle) material |
rendered waterproof,in connection with asup-

porting-frame, also ada,pted to be folded, of

~wood or metal, of such construction that the
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fabric composing the water-receptacle may be
spread out into a flat sheet for being cleaned
and for the purpose of being rolled 11:1130 a com-
pact bundle without unduly creasing, pinch-
ing, or injuring the fabrie, the fastemufr de-
vices being of detachable ea,811y~mdmpulated
character, whel eby the flat sheet of fabric
may be qulekly made into a tr ough shape sup-
ported by the seetlonal St ppmtmﬂ* -frame at-
tached thereto. |

Bath-tubs have been made of flexible ma-

terial, but they were permanently -formed

- tubs or water-receptacles, the corners and
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seams8 of which could not be cleaned and
which couid not be rolled into compact bun-
dles without much creasing, wrinkling, and

- pinching of the fabrie, causing leakage, es-
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‘pecially at the points of permanent folds or

plaits, along the seams, and at those parts
habitually creased in attemptmﬂ* to fold the

sack. In my construction the fabrie can be
opened into a flat sheet for serubbing and
cleaning, every point being easily accessible
and preparatory for rolling into a cylindrical
bundle without creasing the fabric, and the

loose plaits or folds which are formed when |

adjusting the sheet into the tub form may be
slightly shifted, so that their points can be
brought to different parts of the fabric or
above the water-line, if this should be found
necessary, although the folds being loose have
no tendency to.crease or pinch the fabric.
The features of my invention are more fully

“set forth in the desceription of the accompany-

ing drawmﬂ's, forming a part of this specifi-
amon in which—
I‘lﬁ*uw 1 i8 a plan view of the bath-tub in

tacle, com posed of the sheet of the waterproof

| tend to tighten the joint at the intersection of

—

| its knockdown form. Fig. 2is a perspective

view of the bath-tub set in position for use.
Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation of a side view

of one' corner of the frame. I'ig. 4 is a sec- 55

‘tional elevamon of an end wew of one corner
_iof the frame.. ~

‘Referring -to Flgh 2 A is the watem-leeep-
fabrle folded into tub slmpe, B the side rails, 60
and C the end rails, composing the top sup-
porting-rim when connected. D represents

the supporting-legs, pivoted to the side rails
‘B. E represents hook-shaped brackets or

clamps fastened to the legs D, adapted to en-
gage the endsof the end mlls C and bind them
to the siderailsB. I represents yoke notches
or projections at the ends of the end rails,
adapted to engage the ends of the side rails
B to hold them in properly-spaced relation to. 7o
each other and to complete a firm jointin con-
nection with the legs D and the clamps E. It

will be noted that bhe legs D slant, so that a

weight pressing downward on the rails B will
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the rails B and C by theincreased pressure of

the clamps H against the rails C. G repre-
sents detachable braces extending between
the rails B and C and the legs'D. H repre-
sents buttons on the end rails C, and I repre-
sents buttonholes at the ends of the sheet A
to fasten over buttons II. Thisaccomplishes
a detachable fastening between the end rails .
C and the sheet A, by which the end rails C
may be removed befom sheet A 1s rolled up
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into a bundle.

In setting up or forming the tub the yokes
F of the end rails C are ad;msted to the end of
the side rails B. Thelegs D are then brought
1nto position so the clamps H engage the ond go
rails C, and by these operations the sheet A
is formed into a tub-shaped sack,that portion
of the sheet A inclosed by the dotted lines K
forming info loose plaits or folds when the
end rails C are brought into connection with

| _ 95
the side rails B. In constructing a frame of

this kind it would be possible and practical to
attach the legs D, bearing the clamps K, to
| the end rails C instead of the side rails B, in
which case the yokes F would be attached to
the side rails B instead of the end rails C.
The principle of both arrangements is the
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same, althoughthearrangement I have shown |

18 preferable. In the pmferred form shown

‘in the drawings the side rails are made of a

single piece on account of stiffness, and they
are shown made of rectangular form. The
form of the rails, however, a,nd the material

~ of which they are made are not material fea-
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tures of the invention. The rim- or rails of
the bath-tub are preferably made of four sec-
tions composed of the two end rails and the

two side rails, so that the bath-tub may be

sald to have a rim composed of several sec-
tions, which sections when puat together are
ﬁrml_y connected to.rigid fastenmn' devices.

In Fig. 2, ¢ shows the ﬂoor-hne, and it will
be observed that the foot of the tub is raised
slightly off the floor.
the head and central portions of the tub rest
upon the floor,so that the oceupant can read-
ily stand therein and have a SOlld support for
his feet.

Having described my invention, I claim—-

1. A collapsible tub composed of a sheet of
flexible material, rims of less length than the
sides of the sheet secured to the sides re-
spectively, the ends of the sheet projecting
beyond the said rims forming fastening-flaps,
detachable end pieces adapted to be secured
to said fastemnfr-ﬂaps and means for sup-
porting said side rims and end pieces, where-
by when the latter are brought against the

ends of the former rBSpecblvely the sheet

collapses into a tub without folds or creases,
suabstantially as specified.

2. A collapsible bath - tub eomposed of a

sheet of flexible materml rims of less length
than the sides of the sheeb secured thereto

leaving the sheet projected beyond the ends
of the 1'ims forming a fastening-flap at each |

It is desirable to have
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end, detachable end pieces adapted to be se- 40

cur ed to said fastening end flaps, legs pivoted
to sald side rims and brackets on said legs

for supporting said end pieces in juxta,posi- -

tion to the ends of the side rims, when the

tub 1s erected, whereby the sheet collapses
into a tub, without creases or folds, the sup-
porting structure being adapted to be knocked
down into straight pa,ra,llel lengths shorter
than the length of thesheetsoas to be wrapped
therein without projecting ends, substantially
as specified.

3. In a bath-tub of the class descrlbed the
combination of the sheet A, the sectwnal top
rim composed of the rails B and C, the legs
D attached to two opposite rim-sections and
the clamping devices attached to the legs D
and adapted when the legs D are in opened
position to bind the sections of the rim to-
gether, substantially as specified.

4. A collapsible tub composed of a sheet of

flexible material, rims of less length than the
‘side of the sheet secured to the sides re-

spectively, the ends of the sheet projecting
beyond the said rim forming fastening-flaps,
means for securing the fastening-flaps adja-
cent to the respective ends of the side rims
and means for supporting the said side rims
in erect position whereby when the said
fastening-flaps are secured against the ends
of the said side rims, the sheet collapses into
a tub without folds or creases, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand. -
WILLIAM H. GAMBLE.
Witnesses:
W. A. REITER,

EDw. LIESENHEFF.
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