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‘showing the locking-slide In section.
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Io wll whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, HARRY BITNER, & citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
bBerwyn, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented. certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Banana-Shipping Cases,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
mentsin banana-shipping cases designed for
the purpose of making a convenient eollapm-
ble case which shall be rigid when extended

and shall ocecupy the minimum space when’

collapsed. |
T'o such end the invention consists in a cer-
taln novel construction described below, the

-essential characteristics of which are pointed

out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspeotwe
view of a complete casein the preferred form.
Fig. 2 is a plan of the same collapsed. TFig.
5 is a detail view of two of the jointed braces,
Fig. 4
is an end view of the same details, sh{)wmw
the slide complete; and Fig. 5is a horizontal
seetmn in the nlane 55 of Fln* 3.

A is a flexible bag, such as is commonly
used in cacses of this sort. B B’ B* B® Bt are
a series of encireling hoops secured to said

~ bag out of contact therewith by cords C, as
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is also common in these cases. The hOOpS
are rigidly extended by means of braces D,

made up, as seen in Fig. 3, of two portions d
d'y preferably of wire bent into U shape and
coiled about each other at the middle portion
to hinge the two together. Eyes d* at the

free ends of the portions are secured to the
slats by means of staples L. . Slides I, em-
bracing and guided on the coiled portions of

| the braces, are movablelaterally thercon and

have at one end hooked ends f and at the

other end forked projections f' /%, so that by

moving the slide laterally it: may be made to
engage the oppositely-extending portions of
the bmces to rigidly connect the same.or by
moving it in the other direction may be made

‘to release said portions, so that they may be
folded together to permit the case to col-

lapse, as seen in Fig. 2. -

I claim as new emd desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. The combination with the bag, A, and
the hoops, B, B', B?-B? B4 secured thereto
and out of contact'therewith,-'of the braces,
D, made up of the U-shaped portions pivoted

together and respectively to the respective
hoops, and means for rigidly locking the por-

tions of the bracesagainst angular movement
at the hinges; substantially as described.

2. The combination with the bag, A, and
the hoops, B, B/, B? B3, BY secured thereto
out of contact therewith, of the braces, D,
composed of the U-shaped portions, d, d’,
having their ends hinged to the hoops and
their middle portions to each other, and the
slide, I, adapted to engage -said portions
against angular movement in one position,
and to be moved 80 as to release said por tions;
substantially as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

‘hand at Chicago, in the county of Cook and

State of 11111101s, this 15th day of J anuary,
A. D. 1902.
HARRY BITNER.
W’ltnesses "
- CHASs. O. SHERVEY
S. BLIss.
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