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' MAX LEHMANN, OF BERLIN, GERMANY.

POLISHING-BLOCK FOR LAUNDRY PURPOSES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 706,96, dated August 12, 1902.

“Application filed Angust 20, 1900, Serial No, 27,442,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, MAX LEHMANN, & sub-
ject of the King of Prussm, Emperor of Ger-
many, reSIdmﬂ‘ at Berlin, in the Kingdom of
Prussia, German Emplr'e, have mvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Polish-
ing-Blocks for Laundry Purposes, (for which

I ha,ve applled for patents in Ger many, dated:

June 8, 1900; in England, dated July 25, 1900

in Austna dated July 20 1900; in Hung ary,._'
dated July 24,1900; in I‘rance dated July 24,

1900, and in Balmum dated July 23,1900,). of
whleh the follomnfr 18 & spemﬁeatmn co

The subjeect of thlb invention is a Ulé(}vledj
block for smoothing and polishing the edges

of collars and othel linen after laundm_mo‘*

constituted of a novel composition of matter,

as hereinafter specified, having the pr 0perty
of avoiding discoloration and nreventmw in-
fection, whﬂe leaving an even and glossy sur-
face, all frayed edﬂ*eb being smoothed down

and covered by a wax-hke coatmn' im pe1 cept1- &

ble to the eye. S

dly-block of a compomtlon of finely-ground
tale or steatite, carnauba-wax, beeswax or

the like in about the proportions her emafter_

- stated, to which an aromatic, such as benzal-
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dehyde or other suitable perfume, ma,y be
added.

T'he accowpanying drawings 111ustlate a

suitable form for a laundl y block embodying
my invention.

IFigure 1 is a perspective view of the block
with asingle wed ge-shaped groove in one end.
Kig. 2 is a perspective view of the block with
crossed wedge-shaped grooves in one end.

« represents the body of the block, and 6 a

suitable wedge - shaped groove in one end

thereof. |
¢, in Fig. 2, represents a second wedge-
shaped groove in the same end of the bloek,
crossing the groove b at right angles.
Ordinary starched body - linen and the
like—such as collars, cuffs,&e. —possesses the
well - known - drawback; that after repeated

~washing it becomes. rubbed and frayed out at

the edﬂ*es, and when in wear it produces an
annoying rubbing against the skin, which
may cause abrasion and even lead to mﬂa,m-
mation by reason of infection. Theobject of

| the present invention is to overcome this

drawback. By meansof the polishing-blocks
which constitute the subject of my invention
the rough edges of the linen or the like are

suppressed in a very simple way, since, on the

one hand, the polishing-block presses out the

-roughness of the edge mechanically, and, on
the other hand, a smooth surface incapable of
setting up friction is produced by reason of
the deposit of a fine layer of the peculiar ma-
terial of which the block is composed.

- Many difficulties have to be overcome in the
production of a material suitable for the pur-
poses of this invention.

brittle and eare must be taken, further, that

‘the polishing-block does not SOil or discolor

the linen, since the block is chiefly intended
for use on white articles. As the result of
many. experiments and trials by me in this
direction the following mode of manufacture
has proved particularly suitable and at the

| same time gives the most useful form of pol-
| ishing- block. The block,which must be com-

posed of fatty substances in order to possess
the capability of leaving behind small smooth
particles on rubbing, is preferably brought
into such a form as to be capable of ready
manipulation by hand and is also preferably

| formed with one or more wedge-shaped cuts

_ It must possess a
sufficient degree of hardness withous being
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or grooves, through which the ¢ edge 1o be pol-

ished of the artmles of clothing—collars, cuffs,

&c.—may be drawn.

The following method has proved best for
the production of the mass of which the pol-
ishing-block is composed : Carnauba-wax and

beeswax are slowly melted together, the tem-

perature not being allowed to exceed the
melting-point of the former by more than a
few degrees, as the product finally obtained
would otherwise have a dark color. While
the massis still in the melted condition a suit-
able proportion of finely-ground tale or stea-
tite is added with cousmnt stirring. The uni-
form fluid mass is then poured. mto molds of

proper shape adapted to produce the desired .

wedge-shaped grooves and in which molds the

. eompomtmn 1.%1)p1dlwz;r sets in-the form of a solid

block. The pouring must be effected in two
stages at the least, as otherwise flaws and
holes will appear in the block after cooling.
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~Stearic acid, Japan wax, or the like may be | nal sign—soiling, diseoloration, or the like—
- employed as a partial or entire substitute for
~carnauba-wax, and instead of beeswax cere- |

sin may be used. The proportions of ingre-

dients will depend upon the particular use to

which the block is to be put. . A mixture of
thirty parts carnauba-wax, 9.75 parts bees-
waXx, sixty parts tale, and about 0.25 parts
benmldehyde or other perfume for imparting
an agreeable odor has proved of advantage.

I prefe1 as above described, to impart 1;0

~ the block such a form that it may be capable

 of ready manipulation by hand and that the

wear of the biock shall be regular and uni-

form. A mostconvenient form for the block
1s that of a longish parallelopipedon with a |

~ wedge-shaped groove in one of the rectangu-

- 20

~ the like.
smoothed out withou t betraying by any exter- |

lar end surfaces.

"When using the block, it
1s sufficient to pass it a few tlmeq with shcrht
friction along the rough edges of the 11nen or
The Iouﬂ'hness of the linen is thus

706,967

the treatment to Whleh it has been subjected.

IHaving thus described my invention, the

follomnﬂ' is what I claim as new and deswe |

to secure by Letters Patent— -
1. A polishing-block for laundry purposcﬂs,
composed of tale, wax, and an aromatic com-

pound, substantlally as set forth. | o
- 2. ‘A polishing-block for 1aundry purposes B

composed of powdered tale, carnauba-wax,

beeswax, and an aromatic compound sub-

sta,ntlally as set forth.
‘3. In a block for laundry purposes, a com-

position consisting fo tale, carnauba-wax and

beeswax, substanbmlly as herein described.
In .testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in the presence of two witnesses.

- MAX LEHMANN.

| Witp esses:
-~ HENRY HASPER,
- WILLIAM MAYNER.
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