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To all whonv it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JuL1us KOEGEL, a citi-

- zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
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in the county of Essex and Sta,te of New Jm-

sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Burial-Caskets or Coffins; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,

reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked

thereon, Wthh form a part of this specifica-

tion.

This mventwn 1elates to coffins or caskets
for burial purposes; and the objects of the in-
vention are to provide a fastening or loeking
means for the casket which can be opemted
from the interior as well as from the exterior;

to provide windows or light-openings in the

‘sides of the casket to facilitate the operation
of the interior handle; to furnish springs

which will throw open the casket-cover as
soon as it is unlocked, and thus to enable a
supposed dead -person who revives at the last

moment before burial to escape from his im-

- prisonment with a minimum effort; to thus
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decrease the danger of burying people alive,

and to secure other advantages and results,
some of which may be refer red to heremaf-
ter 1n connection with the de&crlptwn of the
working parts.

- The invention consistsin the 1mp1 oved bur-

ial-casket or coffin and in the arrangements
and combinations of parts of the same, all
substantially as will be hereinafter set fm th
and finally embraced in the clauses, of the
claim. |

Referring to the aeeompanymﬂ' drawuws
in which llke letters of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in each of the several views,.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the exte-
rior of my improved casket closed. TFig. 2

~1s a similar view of the same with the cover
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.' throue"h the handlesor locking means.

RO

thrown open. Fig. 3 is a'plan of the casket

closed. Tigs..4 and 5 are vertical eross-sec-
tions, ason linesx and ¥/, I'ig. 3, respectively.
Fig. 6 i 18 a detail section taken loumtudmally
Fig. 7
1S & detaﬂ section taken transversely thr ough_
sald handles or locking means, as on line z
Ifig. 81s a det‘ul pmspeetlve View of'

ig, 6.

I

18 formed in any suitable manner.
| of said body portion is closed by two similar

“when the cover b,
grasped between the handles c¢'it cannot be

acertain pwotal bolt} upon Wthh sald handles )

‘are mounted.

In said dm,wmgs, a indicates the body or
box-like portion of myimproved casket,which
The top

covers b b', each hinged at its outer edge to

| the side walls of the casket and the two be-
1ng-adapted to meet at their inner edges when

closed. Upon one of said covers, as O, near

its free edge, so as to be adapted to engage
the edge. of the other, i1s a handle c, pwoted_
upon- a bolt d, which extends thloun'h the
said cover and carriesatits inner end a han-

dle ¢', similar to the handle ¢ and adapted
to always lie in the same position.

cylindrical middle portion
At each end of said eylindrical portion d' is

a squared extension adapted to receive one
of the said handles, and the end of said ex-

tension d? is qclew-threaded as at d®, to re-
ceive a nut dt, which serves to hold the han-

dle in place upon the bolt. Said bolt thus
turns with the handles, and said handles may

be swung into longitudinal position with re-
spect to the casLet to permit the lids or cov-
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The
bolt d, upon which said handles are mount-
ed,. eomprises :
‘d’, which is seated in an aperture of the
'casket -cover and adapted to turn therein.
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ers to be opened, as shown in Fig. 2, or else

‘turned to lie transversely of the cdsket asin

IFig. 1, where the parallel projecting ends of

the handles beyond the cover or lid on which

they are mounted clasp between themselves

the other lid or cover, as clearly shown in
Kigs. 4 and 6.

To prevent the covers b b from drawing

‘aparteven when the handles are in locked po-

sition, I provide upon the cover b’, not having
handles a retalning-catceh 7. . Said cateh is
sunken at one end into the cover b’ and pro-
jects at its free end upwardly away from the
edge of the cover and is adapted to enter a
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recess ¢, formed in the lower side of the ex-

terior locking-handle.
having no handles, is

withdrawn therefrom to permit an opening of
the lids while the handle 18 yet in tra,nsvelse

position.

To steady the exterior handle ¢ in its trans-

verse position, I prefer to provide upon the

By this construction
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coverd'a lenlgituc'iinel strip /i, of spring metal, '
‘bent upward at its opposite ends 2’ to engage

~ the opposite sides of the locking-handle c

when it lies in transverse posmon
It will be understood that a slight effort

- suffiecesto turn the handiesover eald upturned

ends of the clasp 2, and that when the han-

dles are to be turned into locking position

- said ends must first be pressed down with the

10

ﬁn ger.
The handles ¢ ¢’ are prefembly located at a

pemt on the length of the casket, sothat they |
lie above the breest of the person within, so

- thattheinterior handle can be readll ygr eeped

- I5
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'- springs remain 1n flexed position, as shown
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in case of an awakening.
To further faelllbate the opening of the
cover or lids of the casket and to insure a

prompt supply of air to the reviving occu-
pant, I place upon the interior side walls of

the coffin or casket springs ¢ 7, secured to the
body portion ¢ and adapted t0 press their up-
per portion against the covers to throw them
_Wheu sald covers are closed, the

in Fig. 5, exerting thelr strain to open the
lids as soon as the handles are turned. These
springs are preferably secured to the body

- portion by a single serew, as at ¢', S0 as to be

turned down into folded position, as shown
in Fig. 2, when desired, as during the fu-
neral. |

Preferably glass windows j-are , formed in

the sides of the casket 130 admit sufficient

light to locate the handle ¢’ from the interior.
.Shutters k are provided for these windows,

'which ean be closed at the last moment_be-
fore the casket is covered with earth. Stay-

- pieces [ may be provided at the ends of the
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casket to hold the covers b b’ against displace-
40
-the springs 2 described may be applied to
~only one lid of the casket and the other lid
-be fastened shut by a catch m, if preferred.

ment. Furthermore, it should be noted that

Having thus described the invention, whab

| I claim a8 new is—

1. A coffin or casket comprising a box-hke
body portion, covers hinged to the opposite

side walls of said body pertieu at their outer

edgesand adapted to meetat theirinner edges
along a longitudinal line of the casket, and

- outer and inner handles pivoted on one cover
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‘to turn in unison and being adapted to pro-

ject beyond the edge of S&ld cover and engage

the other cover.
2. A coffin having a bod y portion a, covers |

hinged to the opposite side walls of said body
pertion_at their outer edges and adapted to

708,960

meet at their inner edges, outer and inner
locking-handles pwoted on one cover to op-

erate in unison to engage the other cover, and 6o

springs arranged within the coffin on the body
portion and adapted to engage sald covers to
throw them open. |

3. A coffin having a bodv portlon a cover
hinged thereto at one edge, and a leaf-spring

| secured atits lower end tio the side wall of the

body portion and extending vertically upward
and adapted to be bent into flexed position

by closing the cover, and made to exert strain

to open sald cover, said spring being at its
sald lower end secured to the side wall of the
coffin-body by a single pivotal serew or bolt

“and being adapted to be turned on said screw

or boltin a plane parallel to the wall on which
1t 1s mounted and brought to lie wholly with-
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in the coffin-body out of any possible opera-

tive engagement with the cover.
4. In a coffin having a body portlon a, and

ceovers hinged thereto at theirouter edﬂ*es and

adapted to meet at t,heir inner edges, a bolt
d, having a cylindrical middle portion pass-

‘ing through one of said covers and squared

extensious projecting at both sides and han-
dles secured on said extensions and adepted
to coOperate to engage the other cover.

o. LI'he eombmatlen with a eoffin having op-
positely - opening hinged covers ada,pbed t0

meet at their free edges, of a handle pivoted

on one cover and edepted to be turned to over-
reach the other cover, said handle having on
its face next the covers a notch or recess, and
a projecting spur or catch on the cover not

‘having the handle pivoted thereon and adapt-

ed to enter sald notch or recess in the handle.
6. Thecombination with a coiflin having op-
positely-opening covers hinged at their outer

8o
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edgesand adapted to meet at theirinner edges -

| when closed, of a handle recessed on its inner

face and plveted on one cover and adapted to
be turned into transverse position to overlie
the other cover, a projecting catch on said
other cover to enter sald recess of the handle,
and a retaining-clasp h, lonﬂ*ltudmallydm-
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posed upon said other cover and adapted to -

receive the handle when in locking position
and engage the opposite sides of the same.

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of
December 1901. -

JULIUS KOEGEL.

Witnesses:
CHARLES . PELL,
C. B. PITNEY.
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