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(No model. )

o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM HEFFLEY, a
citizen of the United States and a remdent of
Jackson township, in the eount3 of Lebanon
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and Improved Gage and Butt-Cutter for
Cigars, of which the followmﬂ' is a full, clear,
and exact description.

This invention relates to means for gaging

the length and clipping the butts of cigarsas

~ they are being manufactured, and has . forits
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object to p10V1de a device of the indicated
character of novel simple construction, com-

pact form, and very convenient in opemtmn

affording a portable implement that may be
‘set to cut off the butts of cigars at a desired

length as a finishing oper atlon 1n their manu-
| faetme

The invention consists in the nevel con-
struction and combination of par ts, as is here-

inafter debcubed and defined in the append- |

ed claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar chameters of reference indi-

cate carrespondmﬂ' pa,rts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is an end view of the dewce seen
in dueetwn of the arrow « in Fig. 3, showing
the cutting -blades in opened. ad;j ustment,
Fig. 2 is a like view, but representing the cut-
tlnn*-kmves closed as they appear afbel a Ci-

~gar has been cut to length .by the imple-
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ment Fig. 3 is a tlansverse sectional view,
substantlally on the line -3 3 in Fig. 1; and
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the 1mprovement

A preferably rec’r&nﬂ'ular block 5 of wood |

or other available matenal 18 provided as a
supporting-body for other features of the in-
vention and is parallel at its top and bottom.

At a suitable point intermediate the side
edges of the block 5 a concave groove ¢ of

proper width and. depth is lonﬂ'ltudma,lly

formed therein, said channel indenting the
upper face of the block, as best shown in Fig.
1, and along one side edﬂ'e of the channel ¢ a

eraduated scale 111(11(3&13111@ inches and frac-

: Llonal parts thereof is for med or secured, as

_ shown at b in Fig. 4.

TTpon one end of the block 5

f'

5 aface-plate 6 |

| is mounted and secured by the bolt 7, that

‘has a coniform head ¢, which seats in a cor-
responding perforatlon in the plate 6, the bolt
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extending through a longitudinal perfomtlon |
in the bloek 5 ::md summen tly beyond the end

theleof opposite that whereon the face-plate
18 seated to receive a washer d and a nut 72,
the latter screwing upon the threaded pro-
jecting end of the bolt as indicated in Figs.
3 and 4. The face- plate 6 may with advan-

‘tage. be of rectangular form and equal in

area to that of the end of the block 5, where-
on 1t-1s held, and opposite the channel @ the
upper edge of the face-plate is notched to
conform Wlth said channel, and thus afford a
free passage therethrough.

Upon the upper and lower edﬂ'es of the face-

plate 6 substantially U—sh&ped guide-gtrips
8 8 are secured, which overhang the outer
face of the pl&te 6 and with it fmm similar

guide-grooves for the accommodation of the
cuttlnfr—blades 9 10. "The cutting-blades 9 10
are prefelably formed of plate. metal having
equal thickness, and the blade 9, that ha,s
sliding contact upon the f&ce—plate 6, may
have a similar perlpheral form and neaﬂy
equa,l area to that of said pl&te, as indicated
in Fig. 1.

The upper guide-strip 3is cut a,wa,y opposite
the notch in the face- -plate 6, and a pi=
of the cutting-blade 9 is lemoved from the
upper edge thereof extending from the right-
hand end toward. and beneath the notch ¢ in

the face-plate 6 when the parts are assembled,

as will be further mentioned..

The defining upper edge o' of the cutting-
blade 9 where it is reduced in width is par-
allel with the lower edge of the same, and
said upper edge o’ at its left-hand end merges
into the lowel termination of the V-sha,ped
noteh ¢, formed in the uprlght shoulder,
which extends from the edge ¢’ to the remain-
ing portion of the upper edwe of the cutting-
blade 9, that defines its greatest width. The
V- sha,ped noteh e is beveled on the edge at
the side which loosely contacts with the face-
plate 6, so as to sharpen said edge, as indi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

An L.- Sh&ped guide-strip 11issecured upon.

“—u.u.h.
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the cutting-blade 9, so as to provide a chan-

. nel along the upper edge of said guide-strip

5 .

IO

~ posing the sharp edge of the custing-blade 10
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pdrallel w1th the edt‘re o' on the euttmn'-
blade 9

‘The eutbmﬂ' blade 10 is parallel on its
upper and lower edges, and the lower edge
thereot is held to slide-in. the guide-strip 11,
while the upper edge is loosely engaged with-
in the channel afforded by the right-hand por-
tion of the top guide-strip8. The end of the
cutting-blade 10 nearest the noteched edge ¢

on the cutting-blade 9 is similarly notched to
give it a V-shaped cutting edge ¢', to sharpen
which the outer corner thereof is removed by |

the formation of a bevel surface, thereby dis-

adjacent to the shmp edge of the cutting-
blade 9, so as to render said cutting—blades
effective in shear-cutting the ends of cigars
that may be operated upon by them.

A fulerum-stud 12 is secured atone end u pon

theface-plate 6,s0asto project outward there-
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from,
formed longitudinally in the cuttmﬂ‘-bla,de 9

sald stud passing through a slot

below and near the lower edge of the cutting-
blade 10, this slot appearing in Figs. 1 and 3.

A rock-a.rm 13 is provided, having a longitu-
dinally-central perforation therein to permit
sald rock-arm to be mounted upon the stud
12. The endsof the rock-arm 13 are respec-
tively pivoted upon one end of two similar
link-bars 14, the opposite ends of the link-

- bars being pivoted upon the cutting-blades
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910 at points whieh dispose the link-bars

parallel with each other and extended toward
the channel « in the body-block 5.

A handle-lever 15 is loosely secured by one

end upon the outer end of the fulerum-stud

12, and said leveris firmly attached upon the

ad,]acent side of the rock-arm 13, so that a
rocking movement of the handle-lever will
correspondmﬂ'ly rock the arm 13.

A bowed plate-spring 16 is secured at one
end upon a side edge portion of the block 5,
the free end of the spring projecting toward
the face-plate 6 and the cutting-blade 9 held
to slide thereoun, said free end of the spring

9 nearest to the stud 12, so as to press said
cutting-blade endwise and normally dispose
the V- shaped cutting edo*e e thereof away
from the similar edge e of the cuttmﬂ'-bla,de
10, as indicated in Fig. 1.

It will be seen that the longitudinal sliding
movementof thespring-pressed cuttin g;blade
918 permitted by traverse of the stud 12 in
the slot ¢, and, furthermore, that by means

of the link-bars 14 the cutting-blade 10 is
caused to slide oppositely from the direction

of sliding movement had by the cutting-blade
9, so that the V-shaped cutting edges e e’ are
normally separated for the free introduction
of the butt-end of a cigar between them.
Preferably the handle-lever 15 is bent into

706,936

minates in a knob 15%, said end of thehandle-

-lever being normally elevated as represented
in Kigs. 1 and 2, by pressure of the spring 16.

A gage-bar ]_7 is a feature of the improve-.

ment, and consists of a strip of metal or other

.sultable material having a hook % formed on
one end and an arm 17“ bent at a right angle

to the main portion of the gage-bar, at 18 op-
posite end, said arm bemﬂ' ettended in the

same dlreetlon as the hook h In the arm 17>

a tapped perforation is formed for therecep-
tion of the threaded body of athumb-screw 13.
At a suitable point between the ends of the
gage-bar 17 an abutment ¢ is formed thereon,
which may be circular on its edge, and said

abutment is designed to seat edgewise in the

channel @ when the gage-bar is in position for
service.

In arranging the implement for use the
gage-baris disposed transversely on the block
5 and is held at any point by means of the
thamb-serew 18, which by adjustment will

g, | draw the hook £ into frictional engagement
with the block 5, and thus prevent an acci-

dental dlsplacement of the gage-bar, which
will by proper disposal, determined by the
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scale b, afford a convenient means for gaging

the length of cigars, that when in process of
manufacture or after they are rolled may be
cut off to a proper length by placing each ci-

oar consecutively in the channel ¢ with the

butt-end between the cutting edges e ¢" and
then depressing the lever 15 by pressure on
the knob 152,

It will be seen that the oppositely-arranged
V-shaped cutting edges when pressed toward
each other shear-cut the end of the cigar to-
ward its center, so that the edge of the cigar-
butt is smooth and the end is cut square
across, thus affording a neat finish to the

\ product.

Having desceribed my mventlon I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. A cigar-butt cutter, comprising a body-
block having a channel in its upper face, a
cage-bar crossing said channel, two cutting-

| blades, one blade having a guide thereon to
16 bearing upon the end of the cutting-blade |

slidably support the other bla,de, a spring
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pressing upon one cutting-blade for separat-

ing the cutting edges of both blades, a rock-

a,ble handle- lever a rock-arm on the lever,

115

and two link-bars pwoted at their ends on the |
rock-arm and cutting-blades for their recip-

| rocal movement toward each other.

2. A cigar-butt cutter, comprising a body-
block, 4 fd,ce plate held at one end of the
body-block, a gage-bar adjustably held upon
the body-block, twocutting-blades, each hav-
ing a V-shaped notch adapted to form an an-
gular cutting edge, guides on the face-plate
wherein one cuttm o-blade is held to slide,
means for slidably supportmﬂ* the other cut-
ting-blade so that it may be reciprocated on
the first-mentioned cuttin o-blade, a fulerum-
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6 5 substantially S form and at the free end tel- i stud pr OJecLed from the face-plate through a 130
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slot in one of the cuttmn blades & conneeted ! In testlmony whereof I have swned my
- rock-arm and handle- lever held 130 rockon the

name to this specification in the presence of
fulerum-stud, two link-bars pivoted upon the two subscribing witnesses.
_ ends of the rock-arm and 1espectlvely upon WILLIAM ITEFFLEY
5 the cutting-blades, and a spring adapted to Wltnesses
- normally press the cutting edges of the blades | HomER L. LANDIS

~ apart. e . _ - ANGIE WEAVER.
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