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Lo all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, NELS P. ERICKSON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Red

Wing, in the county of Goodhue and State of
Minnesota, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Hame-Fasteners, of which the
following is a specification. -
My invenfionrelates tohame-fasteners, the
object of the same being to provide a novel,
simple, and effective device of this character
whereby the hames may be readily, quickly,

~and conveniently locked to the collar without
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~tion with a ring or loop on the lower end of |
one of the hames, and the section 2 being pro--
vided with a corresponding hook 4 for con--
nection with a ring or loop upon the lower:
end of the other of the hames. As the device
is to be a permanent fixture upon the hames,;
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dangerof rubbingor abrading action thereon.
~Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear,and the novel

_features thereof will be set forth in the claim.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
lication, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my
improved fastener shown in its open posi-
tion; and Iig. 2 isa side elevation of the same,
partly in section, shown in its closed position.

Like reference-numerals indicate like parts
in the different views.

My improved hame-fastener is made up of
the two sections 1'and 2, the section 1 being
provided with a hook 3 at one end for connec-
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the hook 3 is elosed by a plate 5, secrewed or.

~ otherwise secured to the section 1 and having
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a curved lip or projection 6, which cuts off the

- passage leading into the hook 3.
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The section 1 of the fastener is made up of
two members 6 and 7, the member 6 having

teeth, corrugations, or other projections 8 on.
the lower face thereof, and the member 7 hav-

ing corresponding teeth, corrugations, or pro-

~ jections 9 on the upper surface thereof. The
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projections 8 and 9 are adapted to interlock

with each other, the same being held in lock-

ing engagement by means of the screws 10,
which pass through corresponding openings

11 and 12 in the respective members 6 and7,

Each of said members is provided with a se-

ries of openings, such as described, so that

when it is desired to adjust the relative posi-
tions of the two members 6 and 7 it is merely

| duce the same through different openings 11

12.  The hook 3 is formed on the end of the
member 7. The end of the member 6 oppo-
site the hook 3 is reduced in size to form a
tang 13 and shoulders14. Pivotedto thetang
13 and of substantially the same thickness
as the same is a curved operating-lever 15,
having a handle 16 thereon.

The section 2 of the fastening device is
formed with bifurcated ends opposite the

hook 4 thereon,the members 17 of which strad-
{ dle or embrace the tang 13 on the section 1

and are pivoted to the lever 15, as shown.
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In operation the fastening device is opened

by moving the handle 16 of the lever 15 down-
wardly and outwardly away from the section
1. This throws the hook 4 on the section 2
outwardly or away from- the hook 3 on the
section 1 and enables said hook 4 to be con-
nected with the ring or loop on the lower end

of one of the hames.. When thus connected,

1t i1s merely necessary in order to fasten the
hames in place and to produce a tight connec-
tion between the same and the collar to re-

-verse the movement of the lever 15—that is,
to throw the handle 16 back into close rela-

tion with the section 1. When thus in place,

‘the section 2 of the fasteneris prevented from
outward movement, as the outward pressure
jon‘the same iIs along a line above the point of
pivotal connection between the lever 15 and
-the tang 13.
‘ward movement by the engagement of the
‘branches 17 of its bifurcated end with the
shoulders 14 on the section1. When fastened,
| therefore, it is an absolute impossibility for
the device to become accidentally unlocked.
When it isdesired to increase or decrease the
distance between the hooks 3 and 4 when the
device is in its locked position, it is merely
necessary to remove the serews 10 from the
openings in the two members 6-and.7 of the

It is also prevented from up-

section 1, separate said members one from the

‘other, and cause the interlocking of different

teeth or projections 8and 9 on'said members
with each other. When thisis done,thescrews

10are reinserted through the openings 11 and
12, when the device is ready for further use.
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Having now described my invention, what

I claim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters

{ Patent, is—

necessary to remove the serews 10 and infro- | A hame-fastener, comprising two seetions
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each havingahook atits outerend, one of said tang, whereby the pivotal point between said
~ sections bhaving the end thereof opposite its | branches and said lever may be moved inside t 5

hook contracted to form a tang and shoulders { the line of strain between the hooks on the

- on opposite sidesthereof, and the other of said | outer ends of said sections, as and for the pur-

5 sections having the end thereof opposite its | pose set forth. | |
hook bifurcated, the branches of which bifur- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
cated end straddlesaid tang and engage said { my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-.20
shoulders when the device is in its locked po- | nesses. |

“sition, and an operating-lever pivoted at one | | '
10 end 135 said tang and at?a. point intermediate | NELS P. ERICKSON_.'
- 1tsends tothe branches of said bifurcated end, Witnesses:
and the said lever being located between said | =~ CARL L. STROM,

~ branches and of the same thickness as said | - C. A, ERICKSON.
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