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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT CHRISTENSEN, |
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ra-
cine, in the county of Racine and State of

Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Boot or Shoe Protector, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. |

My invention relates to the protection of

extraordinarily rough wear, and has for its

object the production of a boot and shoe pro-

tector designed particularly for the use of

miners, quarrymen, well-diggers, stonu-ma-

sons, railroad hands, &e., which shall be dura-
ble and efficient in use and fill all the require-
ments of such an article.

A further object is to reduce the cost of |

manufacture of such articles by designing
one in which the material employed is stand-
ard and easily obtainable and in which the

number of operations necessary to produce |

the finished product is reduced to a mini-
mum. | -
Other objects will more fully appear as I
proceed with the description of myinvention.
In attaining my objects above set forth I

provide a boot and shoe protector composed,

essentially, of two portions—namely, a sole-
plate formed from a single piece of sheet
metaland adapted to extend beneath the shoe-
soleand heel of the weare randavamp which
protects the shoe-vamp and holds the sole-
plate in position.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-

'panyin g drawings,in whichlike letters of ref-

orence indicate corresponding parts in the

figures, and in which— -
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

proved protector applied o a shoe in position

40 for use, and Fig. 2 isa plan view of the sole-
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plate blank before it is formed up for attach-

ment to the vamyp portion. :
Referring to the drawings, A represents the

sole-plate portion of the protector, the con-

struction of which constitutes the main fea-

tureof theinvention. This sole-plate is cut
from a single piece of sheet metal, preferably
by punching, and, as shown in Fig. 2, com-
prises a sole-section ¢ and a heel-section b,
designed to extend together beneath the on-

tire shoe of the wearer. Between the sole
and heel sections is left a strip or section e,

‘which when the blank is formed constitutes
the heel-front, the sole-plate being bent on
the dotted lines shown.,

The sole-section ¢ of the sole-plate is pro-

vided with a sectional flange o', the sections
adjacent.the heel being lettered a? and the
heel-section bis provided with asimilar flange
b', the sections of which adjacent the sole
being lettered 0°. The sections a? are sepa-

rated by a cut from the strip ¢, and each sec-
tion of both flanges is provided with a rivet

hole or holes for attachment to the protector-
vamp D. The cuts or spaces between the

| sections of the flanges a’ and b’ may be varied
in width, as found expedient.

. The width of
the flanges also may be varied, that of the
flange ', however, being greater than the
width of the flange '.. | |

In forming the sole-plate';from the blank

thus deseribed the flanges are bent up at sub-
stantially right angles to the sections ¢ and b
and the plate itself bent in reverse directions
on the dotted lines bounding the section c,
these last bends causing the flange-sections b2
to overlap the sections a®and bringing the re-

‘spective perforations in said sections into
‘alinement. = The rivet or other fastening de-

vice, therefore, which is passed through these

-perforations securely holds the parts in the

properrelative position besidessecuring them

{ to the protector-vamp D. |
The sole-plate is made, preferably, from

elthersoftor springsheet metal, such as rolled

sheet-steel or other suitable metal, and the

vamp portion D of any suitable material, such
asleather, &e. The principal bend of thesole-
section In walking takes place, of course, be-
tween the sections of the flange /. - =

Many variations may be made in the details
of the construction of my protector without
departing from the spirit of the invention,
and these, I wish it to be understood, fall
strictly within the scope and purview thereof.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is— -

1. In a boot or shoe protector, a sole-plate

comprising a sole and a heel portion formed
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-

from a single piece of sheet metal, an up-
turned sectional flange unon each of said por-

" tions, the heel-portion flange being wider than

the sole-portion

ing the flange-sections upon said sole portion

~adjacent the heel portion to overlap the con-

IO

~ tiguous flange-sections of said heel portion, a

vamp or body portion shaped to inclose the
lower part of the shoe to be protected, and se-

- euring means passing through said overlap- |

| 1'5

ping flange-sections and vamp, together with |
means for securing the remaining flan ge-sec-
tions tosalid vamp, substantially as deseribed.

2 A 'caole pla,te for 2 boot or shoe protector i

flange, two reverse and sub-
stantially right-angular bends in said plate
-intermediate the sole and heel portions caus-
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from a single piece of sheet metal, an ujp-

turned sectional lange upon each of said por-

tions, the heel-portion flange being wider than
the sole-portion flange, and said plate having

two reverse and substantially right-angular

20

bends intermediate the sole and heel portions -

“causing the flange-sections upon the sole por-
25

tion adjacent the heel portion to overlap the

“contiguous flange-sections of said heel por—
“tion, substa,ntmlly as described. -
Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my mgnature in

the presence of two witnesses.
ROBERT CHRISTENSEN

~Witnesses: | |
| WILLIA_M BAUMANN
HERMAN STARK..
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