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To all whom Tt may concern: .

Beit known that I, EDWARD W OODRUIT, a

citizen of the United States, residing at-Chi-

cago, in the county of Cook-and State of lili-

nois, have invented a new and useful Mech-

~anism for Temporarily Locking Water-Closet
Bowls or Washstands, of which the following

isaspecificationin its best form now known to
me, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which similar letters indicate
the same parts throughout the several views.
Wherealandlord hasvacant housesorflats,
and also in public places where plumbing is
out of order, it is frequently desirable to have
means at hand for temporarily locking the
tops of the bowls of water -closets and of
washstands, so that they cannot be used. -

The object of my invention is to provide
mechanism for accomplishing this purpose

which can be easily and cheaply made and
applied to openings of different sizes which
are to be closed, which shall be adjustable to
fit such different openings, and which shall
not be liable to get out of order.

My invention also consists in means for |

locking the same in place and in details of
construction hereinafter more fully deseribed
and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective.
view showing the bowl of a bath-room water--

closet with the device embodying my inven-
tion applied thereto.
view showing the same.” Fig. 3 i8 a‘detail

view showing the parts forming the apparatus.

of my invention separated from each other,
but in position to be put together. Iig. 4 1s
a detail view of a modification by means of
which the arms of the cross-pieces may be
made extensible.

Referring again to the drawings, a repre-
sents the bowl of an ordinary bath-room wa-
ter-closet having around its upper edge the

flange b and having hinged to it the usual
seat ¢. In order to temporarily close and

loek the bowl, I provide a plate d, preferably
of iron or steel, adapted to cover the top of
the bowl a. DBelow this I provide two hori-
zontal bars orarms e and f, pivotally mounted
on the lower end of a threaded bolt g, which
is adapted to pass through a hole /: in plate
d. These barse and fare of sufficient length

Fig. 2 is a sectional

b -

' -so'they will ._xvhén,,,spfe&d fit under and engage

the flange b. The bar fhas lugs ¢ on its ends,
so that the tops of the two lugs 2 and the up-
per surfaces of the bar earein the same hori-
zontal plane, thereby allowing the ends of
both e and 7 to simultaneously bear against

the under side of flange 0.

Mounted in a staple 5 or bar f is a hook £,
having its end adapted to enter one of the
holes [ on arm e, as shown in Fig. 8, from
which it will appear that by inserting the end
of the hook % in different ones of the holes [,
thereby varying the angle of bars ¢ and f to
each other, the device may be applied to
closet-bowls of -different sizes, for the shape
of the bowls usually being in the form of an
ellipse it is possible by varying the angle of
the. bars e and f to make their ends bear at
some point on the narrow portion of a very

large bowl-and at the end portions of a very
“small bowl. “Another advantage of having

the arms ¢ and f pivoted is that they may be
closed forinsertion through the eircular open-
ing in the top of a washbowl where a cir-
cular plate of the diameter of the arms ¢ and
# would not go through. They may then be
separated and locked by the hook £. If fur-
ther extensibility of the arms is desired, 1t
may be procured by placing on the ends of
the arms or bars e and f extension portions
m, as shown in Fig. 4, the extension member
being provided with a slot nn, adapted to fit
around rivet o and bolt p, passing through
the bare or 7, the adjustment being obtained

| by loosening the boltp, moving the partseor
fand m toward or from each other, and then

tightening the bolt again.

Iprovidea thumb-serew nut ¢,adapted to fit
and work on the threads of bolt g. The sides
of this nut are ent away in parallel flat por-
tions 7.

Secured to plate d by a staple sis a hasp/,
adapted to fit over the staple u and be se-
cured thereto by a padlock 9. This hasp is
cut out in the straight lines 10, so that when
the hasp is locked down the edges of the open-
ing w will bear-against the sides » of the
thumb-nut ¢ and prevent its tuarning.

The bars e and f are preferably held on the

lower end of bolt g by a check-nut #, which
does not, however, prevent one of the arms
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-swung close together.
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moving with refererice to the other. It may, |

however, be tightened down, if desired, to
fasten the arms rigidly together. =~ |
In the operation of my invention I first

separate the parts, as shown in Iig. 3, the

hook /: being loosened and the arms e and f
I now insert the arms
e and f inside the opening to be closed and
spread the arms e and f until they bear firmly
against the under side of the flange b or the
under surface of the washstand, as the case
may be. I now place the plate d so that the
hole & permits it to pass down over bolt g.
I now move hasp 7 out of the way and screw
down the nut 2, thereby drawing the plate d
down toward arms e and f and securing it to
the top of the opening to be closed. I now
replace the hasp 7, as shown in Fig. 3, and
lock it, as shown in Figs. 1and 2. Toremove
the appliance, I unlock and remove the pad-

lockand reverse theoperations just deseribed.
- I do not wish to be understood as limiting

myself to exact details of construction, which

- may be varied within reasonable limits with-

30

40

out departing from my invention.
~ Having thus described my invention, what

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. In mechanism of the classdeseribed, the
combination of a plate adapted to cover the
opening in the receptacle to be closed, mech-
anism in a horizontal plane below said plate

adjustable horizontally within said plane to .
fit inside of receptacles of different sizes and

engage the under sides of the flanges of said
receptacles, a bolt passing through said last-
mentioned mechanism and said plate, mech-
anism for tightening said bolt, and mechan-
ism for locking the tightening mechanism for
the purposes set forth.

2. In mechanism of the class described, the
combination of a plate adapted to cover the
opening in the receptacle to be closed, a bolt
through said plate, two arms crossing each
other on the bottom of said bolt, adapted to
be moved to and from each other, and also
adapted to have their ends bear against the

~Inside of the rim of the receptacle to be
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closed, adjustable means for securing said
arms 1n different positions with reference to
each other, mechanism for tightening said
bolt, and mechanism for loeking said boltso
that it cannot be loosened, for the purposes
set forth. |

5. Inmechanism of the class deseribed, the
combination-of a plate adapted to cover the
opening in the receptacle to be closed, a bolt
through said plate, two arms crossing each

~other on the bottom of said bolt adapted to

be moved to and from each other, and also
adapted to have their ends bear against the

‘inside of the rim of thereceptacle to be closed,

- means for varying the lengths of said arms,

adjustable means for securing said arms in

706,869

different positions with reference to esch 6¢

other, mechanism for tightening sald bolt,

and mechanism for locking said bolt so that
1t cannot be loosened, for the purposes set
forth. |

4. In mechanism of the class desecribed, the
combination of a plate adapted to cover the
opening in the receptacle to be closed, a bolt

through said plate, two arms erossing each

other mounted on the bottom of said bolt
adapted to be moved to and from each other
and also adapted to have their ends bear
against the under side of the rim of the re-

75

ceptacle to be closed, a hook loosely secured

to one arm having its end bent so asto engage
holes along one end of the other arm whereby

sald arms may be secured in different posi-

tions with reference to each other, mechan-
ism for tightening said bolt, and mechanism
for locking said holt so that it cannot be 1loos-
ened, for the purposes set forth. |

5. In mechanism of the class deseribed, the
combination of a plate adapted to cover the
opening in the receptacle to be closed, a bolt
through said plate, two arms crossing each
other mounted on the bottom of said bolt
adapted to be moved to and from each other

and also adapted to have their ends bear

against the under side of the rim of the re-

‘ceptacle to be closed, a hook loosely secured
‘toone arm having its end bent so as to en-

gage holes along one end of the other arm
whereby said arms may be secured in differ-
ent positions with reference to each other, a
thumb-nut on said bolt and a hasp secured to

‘sald plate adapted to.fit over said thumb-nut

and secure the same against rotation, and
means for locking said hasp, for the purposes
set forth. | |

6. In mechanism of the class described, the
combination of a plate adapted to cover the
opening in the receptacle to be closed, a bolt
through said plate, two arms crossing each

other mounted on the bottom of said bolt

adapted to be moved to and from each other
and also adapted to have their ends bear
against the under side of the rim of the re-
ceptacle to be closed, a hook loosely secured
to one arm having its end bent so as to en-
gage holes along one end of the other arm
whereby said arms may be secured in differ-
ent positions with reference to each other, a

thumb-nut on said bolt and a hasp secured

to said plate adapted to fit over said thumb-
nut and secure the same against rotation,
and means for locking said hasp, all of the
parts being arranged and disposed substan-
tially as shown and described, for the pur-
poses set forth.

EDWARD WOODRUFF.

Witnesses:
DwWIGHT B. CHEEVER,
ROBERTA LEE TERRY.
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