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FRANCIS X. AIGNER, OF JERSEY CITY,

NEW JERSEY.

"STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 706,371, dated August 5, 1902.
Application filed December 30, 190_1. HNerial No, 87,710, (No model.) -

To all whom ot may conceri:

Be it known that I, FRANCIS X. AIGNER, a

subjeet of the Empelm of Germany, and 2
resident of Jersey City, in the county of Hud-
son and State of New Jersey, have invented

a new and Improved Stretcher, of which the

following is a full, clear, and exact descerip-
tion. |

The purpose of the invention is to provide

a sectional stretcher so constructed that the
body portion may be parted beneath a patient
and the patient laid upon a bed without be-
ingturned orunduly jarred when thestretcher
1s removed or in any way inconvenienced by
the connecting strip or strap for the sections,
especially while being carried up and down
stairsorwhen the weightofthe bodyisshifted,
and, furthermore, to provide a portable fold-
ing stretcher constructed without cross-bars,
combining the simple construction of the or-
dinary folding stretcher with the improve-
ment of a divided stretcher capable of being
used with or without attached blankets.

The invention- consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,

in which similar eharacters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
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Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of the im-
proved stretcher complete. and in condition
tfor use. Fig. 2 is a plan view of a portion of

the body-section of the stretcher, the parts.

being separated. Fig. 83 is a section taken
substantially on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1. IKig.
4 18 a perspective view of the stretcher with
blanketsapplied. Fig.51isan enlarged trans-
verse section through one portion of the
stretcher and a blanket applied thereto, and
Fig. 6 is a detaill view illustrating a slight
modification in the construetion of the
stretcher. |

The body of the stretcher may be made of
any suitable material-—such ascanvas, for ex-
ample—and is in three pm*ts—namely, two
main sections A and B, which overlap at their
inner edges, and a tie or locking section 12,
which is in the form of a strap or strip. Tue
strap or strip 12 is made of stiff belting of
rubber or leather having a width of about

H

| tothe main portion of thesaid section A

half an inch, preferably more, and the said

strip extends about twelve inches beyond the

ends of the body-section, enabling the strip

to be readily withdrawn when bhe body-sec-

110115 are to be separated, as shown in Fln‘s
, and 4.

Each body-section A and B is pr 0v1de=-d w1t11

-ahem 10atitsouterlongitudinal edge,through
‘which hems the -carrying or handle poles 11

are passed, as is shown in Figs. 1 and 4.
In the construction of the section A, which
may be termed the *‘ uppermost’ section, the

material at its inner longitudinal edge is re-

turned at the lower face of the section and
secured in such manner as to form a longitu-
dinal flat hem 13, and in this hem a series of
transverse eyeleted openings 14 are produced,
arranged in communicating pairs by securing
the hem by lines 15 of stitehing or otherwise
The
stitehing 15, as is best shown in Fig. 2, is car-
ried adJ&cent to the outer edge of one eye-

| leted opening of a pair and adjacent to the

inner edge of the second eyeleted opening of
the pair, thus forming a series of loops 14*, a
loop occmnnfr bemeen eaeh two eyelets 80

treated.

The material of the under body-section B
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is preferably reinforced by folding the mate-

rial at the inner longitudinal edge of the sec-

tion upon its uppersurface, asisshown at 13*
in Iig. 3, and in this reinforced portion of the
section B eyeleted openings 16 are produced,
adapted to register with the openings 14 in
the section A when the two sections are
brought together, the inner portion of the sec-
tion A resting upon the corresponding por-
tion of the section B. The two body-sections
A and B are detachably tied together by the

Qo

strip or strap 12, which is laced through the

eyeleted Openinﬂ's 14 and 16, as is shown in
Figs. 1 and 3.

It will be observed that when the 1&011:10 or
tie strap 12 1s applied the said strap is not
visible at the upper face of the body, as said

strap passes within the hem 13, and is there-
fore alsonot felt by a patient lying upon the

stretcher and being sufficiently stiff will not

roll up through 1361181011 and thus inconven-
ience the pament

In operation when the streficher is pla,ced'

upon a bed the striporstrapl2is drawn from
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locking engagement with the sections of the
body of the stretcher, whereupon the two sec-
tions A and B may be easily pulled from be-
neath the body of the patient, leaving the
patient upon the bed, the operation being ac-
complished without jarring or otherwise dis-
turbing the patient. -

- In Fig. 6 I have illustrated-a slicht modifi-
cation in the construection of the body of the
stretcher, in which leather loops 17 are em-
ployed to receive the strip 12 instead of eye-

leted openings, and when the loops 17 are
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used they may be applied to both body-sec-
tions or to the section A only, in which Iatter
event the loops are arranged to register with
the openings 16 in the section B.

In Figs. 4 and 51 haveillustrated blankets

18, applied to.the body - sections of the
stretcher, and when such an application is
made the blankets are given a single fold, the
turned edges abutting at the central portion
of the stretcher, as is shown in Fig. 4, and
the blankets are attached to the body-sections
of the stretcher by straps 19 or their equiva-
lents, secured to the under face of the upper
members of the blankets, which straps are
passed through openings in the under mem-

bers of the blankets and in the body-sections

A and B, as is shown in Fig. 5.

I desire it to be understood that the sec-
tions A and I3 of the stretcher are held con-
nected, even when the stretcher is heavily
weighted, by the strip 12 of strong belting of
suitable width interlaced through exactly
registering openings or eyvelets, dispensing
thereby with the necessity of fastening the

- connecting-strip to c¢ross-bars or otherwise
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securing its ends,avoiding any strain on either

end of the connecting-strip which might be

communicated to the patient when carried
up or down stairs, causing great inconven-
ience and pain.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— | -

1. In a stretcher, a body consisting of two

sections arranged to overlap, the overlapping |

portion of the under section having openings
extending through from face to face, and the
corresponding portion of the upper section

being provided with loops on its under face, | -

| belting-strip being free, whereby the sections:

708,371

and a tie-strip interlaced through said open-
ings and loops, as set forth.

2. In a stretcher, a body consisting of two

sections arranged to overlap and provided
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with registering openingsin theiroverlapping

portions, a flexiblestrip removably interlaced -

through the said openings, and a blanket at-
tached to the upper face of each of the sec-
tions of the body, the blankets abutting at
the central portion of the stretcher for the
purpose desecribed. . | |

3. In a stretcher, a body consisting of two
sections arranged to overlap, the overlapping
portion ofthe under section having openings
extending through from face to face,the corre-
sponding portion of the upper section being
provided with a hem and the under member of
the hem haviong loops formed therein,the in-
lets and outlets of whichloops are in registry
with the openings in the under section, and
a tie-strip interlaced through the openings
and passed through the loops, as specified.

4. In a stretcher, a pliable body construct-
ed in two overlapping sections having regis-
tering eyelets, and a strip of strong belting
laced through the eyelets., the ends of the

of the body are detachably held together even
when the stretcher is heavily weighted, and
dispensing with the necessity of cross-bars
and other fastening devices for the ends of
the belting-strip and avoiding tension on the
ends of the strip which might be painfully
communicated to the patient carried, as de-
scribed. | f

5, A stretcher, comprising a body formed
of two sections having their inner edges over-
lapping and providedin the overlapping edges
with registering openings, a strip interlaced
through said openings, and a folded blanket
secured upon each section, the turned edges
of the blankets meeting at the center of the
body of the stretcher, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

FRANCIS X. AIGNER.

Withesses:
JOHN GRIFFIN,
DANIEL J. GRIFFIN.
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