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To all whom it may concern:
Beltknownthatl, WENDELL HOUGH STILL-
WELL, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Davenport, in the county of Scott and
State of lowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Car-Couplers; and
I do declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description of the invention, such

aswill enable othersskilledin theartto which
1t appertains to make and use the same.
The 1nvention relates to car-couplers.

The object of the invention 18 to provide a

car-couplerof theJanneytypewithsimple,du-
rable, and comparatively inexpensive means
which is adapted for use on all forms of coup-
lers of this type, whereby the knuckle of the
coupler may be swung into proper position
for coupling without the necessity of the
brakeman going in between the carsand pull-
ing or kicking the knuckle open or standing
upon the platform and kicking the knuckle
open, elther of which operationsis a very haz-
ardous one, oftentimes resulting in the loss
of life and limb. -

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of certain novel features ot
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, which will be hereinafter more fully
described, and particularly pomted out 1n
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

abottom perspective view of the car-coupler,
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illastr atinﬂ* the application of the invention;
and Fig. 2 1s a top plan view of the anﬂ'ulm
lever.

Referring to the drawings, 1 denotes a coup-
ling-head of the Janney type having the usual
knuckle 2 connected to the head by a knuckle-
pin 3 in the usual manner.

It is oftentimes desired to open and close
the knuckle, and this has usually been done
by the trainman standing on the platform
and kicking the knuckle open or closed or
standing on the ground and pulling or kick-
ing the knuckle open or closed. In eitherof

these positions the trainman’s life is'endan-
ogered, and to overcome these objectionable
operations, and thersby lessen the loss of life,
I provide means whereby the coupling may
be opened or closed by a trainman from a
safe point without the necessity of going in
These means comprise an

hetsween the cars.

| jects.

| angular lever 4, which may be attached to

any of the Janney type of couplers in use by
the knuckle-pin 8. One arm of the lever pro-
jects toward the body of the car to which the
coupler is attached, and the other arm pro-
jects under and is parallel with the outer end
of the knuckle and is connected thereto by
the coupling-pin 5. Asall of the Janney-type
couplers are provided with angular knuckles,
it will be observed that this angular lever
may be attached to any form of the Janney-
type coupler with but very slight modifica-
tion and that only in small detaﬂs of con-
struction. The lever may be operated from
either side of thecar. Asshowninthe draw-
ings, I have illustrated a rod 6, connected to
said lever and supported by a chain 7, hav-
ing a guide-ring 8, through which the rod pro-
This arrangement may be duplicated
upon the other side of the car, it desired. It
will thus be seen that it is wholly unneces-
sary for the attendant to expose himself to
injury incident to the coming together of two
cars while he is in the act of opening or clos-
ing the knuckle, as the knuckie may be freely
operated from the side of the car by grasping
the rod and moving it in the desired direc-
tion to open and close the knuckle. 1t will
be observed that the device may be attached
to the coupler without the employment of
foreign or additional elements, the knuckle-

pin serving as a fulerum for said lever and
| as a lock for connecting the end of the lever

to the knuckle.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the aceompanymfrdra,wmws
the construction, mode of operation, and ad-
vantages of the invention will be readily un-
derstood without requiring an extended ex-
planation.

Various changes in the form proportion,
and details of eonsbructwn may be made
within the scope of the invention without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of

the advantages thereof.

Having thus described my 1nv eutlon, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. The combination mth a coupling of the
Janney type comprising the head, the knuckle
and the knuckle-pin for pivotally connecting
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the knuckle to the head, of an angular lever
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pivotally connected 1o the knuckle-pin and |

having one end connected to the knuckle,and
means for operating the said lever, substan-
tially as set forth. |

2. The combination with a coupling of the
Janneytype comprising the head, the knuckle
and the knuckle-pin for pivotally connecting
the knuckle to the head, of an angular lever
pivotally connected to the knuckle-pin and
provided with an aperture alined with the
coupling-pin apertures of the knuckle, and a
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coupling-pin inserted through said apertures
of the knuckle and the aperture of the an-
gular lever, and means for operating the an-
gular lever, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

WENDELL HOUGH STILLWELL.
‘Witnesses: -

FrRANK L. DODGE, .
WALTER M. BALLUFF,
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