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To all whom it may concern: |
Beitknown that I, SPENCER MCcCAY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Topeka,
inthecounty of Shawnee and State of Kansas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Washboards; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exactdescription of theinvention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which itap-

pertains to make and use the same.

This invention appertains to the type of
washboards in which the ribs are separate
from and attached to the base, being stout
wires. ’

In the manufacture of washboards afore-

sald soap, dirt, lint, and foreign matter accu-
mulate in the spaces between the base and
the ribs and soon cause the base to decay and
theribs to becomeloose, besides rendering the
article foul.

In accordance with this invention the ribs
are journaled to the base and are deflected
from a straight line between the journals and
can be turned so asto space the part between
the journalsfrom the base, thereby admitting
of the ready removal of any foreign matter
and permitting the base to dry out quiekly.

For a full description of the invention and
the meritsthereof and also to acquirea knowl-
edgeof thedetails of construction of the means
for e
to the following description and drawings
hereto attached.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
turesof theinvention are susceptible of modi-
fication,still the preferred embodiment of the
invention is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—- |

Figure 11is a front view of awashboard em-
bodying the invention, parts of the side strips
being broken away to show the outer jour-
nals of the ribs. Tig. 2 is a vertical section
on the line X X of Fig. 1 looking in the di-
rection of the arrow. Fig. 3 is a view simi-
lar to Fig. 2, showing the ribs turned so as
to throw the deflected portion away from the
base or surface. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
of a rib. Fig. 51is a transverse section of a
washboard, showing a construction in which
the ribs are journaled at their ends only.
Fig. 6is amodification similar to Fig. 5, show-

‘ecting the result referenceis to be had

| ing a construction in which the ribs are jour-

naled at theirendsand atintermediate points.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters. B

T'ne washboardin general appearanceis not
unlike the ordinary article of this type and
comprises side strips 1, a base or back board
2, and a series of ribs 3. The ribs form the
rubbing -surface, above which is located a
ledge 4, upon which the soap is adapted to
beplaced. Thesidestrips1 are firmly joined
at their upper ends to a cross-piece 5, which
constitutes the head or cap, and which with
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the side strips reinforce the base or back

board 2 and constitute in effect a frame. The
ribs 3 are journaled at their ends in the side
strips 1 and intermediate of their ends to
the base 2, the terminal journals 6 and the
intermediate journal 7 being in the same
straight line. The parts intermediate of the
journals 6 and 7 are deflected, as shown at 8,
and stand away from the surface of the base
when the ribs are given a quarter-turn, as
shown most clearly in Fig. 3, thereby admit-
ting of flushing the board, so as to remove any
foreign matter and also permitting it to
quickly dry after being used. When the
washboard is in service, the ribs are turned
to cause the deflected parts 8 to lie close
agalnst the base, as shown most clearly in
Iigs. 1 and 2. The ribs are lengths of gal-
vanized-iron wire of suitable gage and may be
of any length, according to the size of the
washboard. For all practical purposes the
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1ibs have only one intermediate journal, as °

shown most clearly in Fig. 1; butit is obvious

that other journals may be provided, as

| shown in Fig. 6, and that the intermediate

|
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Journals may be dispensed with, as shown in
Fig. 5. A staple 9 or analogous fastening
embraces the part 7 and is let into the base

Z and forms the bearing for the journal 7.

The form of the deflected part 8 is immaterial
within the purview of thé invention, and it
may be angular, as shown, or of any desired

lshape.

When it is required to use thelwashboard,
the ribs are caused to lie close against the
surface of the base 2, and after being used
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the ribs are turned to throw the deflected | nals deflected, said ribs being adapted to lie

parts S outward, thereby admitting of cleans-

- 1ng the ribs and base by flushing, and the
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board is set aside and quickly dries, because
of the free space between the ribs and the

base.

Having thus described the mventmn what
1S cla1med as new is—

-1. In a washboard, a frame comprising a
base, and a series of ribs journaled to the
frame and deflected from a straight line pass-

'ing throngh the journals and adaptfed to be

turned to cause the ribs to lie close against
the surface or the deflected parts to stand off
from the surface of the base, substantially as
set forth.

2. In a washboard, a frame comprising a

base, and a series of ribs journaled at their
ends and intermediate of their ends to the
frame and having the parts between the jour-

against the surface of the base or to be turned
to throw the deflected parts away from the
sald surface, substantially as set forth.

3. In a washboard comprising side strips

and a base or back board, ribs journaled at
their ends in the side strips and having jour-
nals intermediate of their ends, the parts be-
tween the respective journals being deflected,
and fastenings securing the intermediate
journals to thesaid base, the ribs being adapt-
od to lie close against the surface of the base
or to be turned to throw the deflected parts
outward therefrom, substantially as set forth.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature 35

in presence of two witnesses.
SPENCER McCAY.

Witnesses:
A. B. LACEY,
GENEVIEVE MATTHEWS
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