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To all whom it may concerm: -
Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. MARSH, a

citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Intervale,Cumberland county,State of Maine,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
proveinents in Jar - Openers; and my pre-

ferred manner of carrying out the invention
is set forth in the following full, clear, and

exact description, terminating with claims.

particularly specifying the novelty.

This invention relates to kitchen and table

articles, and more especially to that class of
devices known as ‘‘stopper-extractors;’” and

its object is to produce a tool for quickly and

easily removing the stopper or closure from
fruit-jars. Suech jars are usually filled with
fruit while boiling hot and their glass covers
aroputin place—usually witha rubber gasket

between them and the moufh of the jar—and !
as the fruit becomes cool the suction draws

the cover into place. Considerable difficulty
is experienced in removing these covers,
owing to the fact that they are of britile mate-

rial, and the purpose of the present inven-

tion is to construet a tool which will do this
work without injury to the jar or its cover or
to the hands of the operatorand without caus-

ing small particles of glass to be dropped into

~ the preserves, as is so often the case.
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To this end the invention consists in a tool
constructed substantially as hereinafter de-
seribed and as shown in the drawings, where-
in—

Figure I is a perspective view of a fruit-jar

in the act of being opened by the use of one
Fig. IT is an enlarged plan’

of these tools.
view of one member of the tool, and Fig. 111
is a similar view of the other member of the

tool. -

In the drawings, J is the jar, which is usu-

ally of glass. | C .

R is a rubber ring or gasket which gener-
ally lies in a groove in or on the mouth of the
jar, and Cisthe cover, (also usually of glass,)
having the well-known flange F, which pro-
jects outward over the gasket flush with the
outer periphery of the jar at its mouth,

Nothing is claimed for the parts thus far

- described.
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Comingnowtothe presentinvention,my im-
proved tool consists of two members, (best
seen in Figs. II and II1, in which they are

| drawn nearly to full size.) One member com-

prises a ring 1, from one side of which pro-

| jects a handle 2 and from another side of

which projects an ear 3, and a’ pin or stud 4
rises from this ear. The other membexr has

a nearly-straight body 21, one end of which

forms a handle 22, while the other end Is
slightly enlarged and is provided with an eye
24 of a size to fit over said pin or stud 4.
The latter may be a bolt, rivet, or a screw,
and it forms a pivotal connection between
the two members, the arrangement and the
shape of the members being such that when
the two handles are pressed toward each other
the inner or working edge of the body 21
(which is dished a little, as at 20) will be
brought just lush with the adjacent inner
edge of the ring 1. These two members are
of any suitable material, such as metal or
stout wood, and are rather flat, so that they
may lie and work in parallel planes.

‘The distinct and especial point of novelty

in the present invention consists in forming
on or attaching to the body 21 at a point on
its dished edge 20, about where is shown, a
wedge 23, which is preferably of steel or hard
metal, its wider outer end being connected
with the body member and its inner sharp
and slightly-flattened end projecting in a di-
rection and to an extent which will bring 1t

into the contour of the circle formed by the

ring 1 when the handles are pressed toward
each other.

In operation the ring is placed over and
around the cover of the jar and held firmly
in position by grasping the handle 2 in the

| left hand, so that the ring shall stand oppo-

site thegasket. The handle 22isthen gently
moved inward by the right hand toward the
handle 2, care being taken to enter the tip of
the wedge under the flange I¥ of the cover, 80
as to raise the latter off the gasket, break the
suction, and admit air to the jar. KExperience
has shown me that this can be done withoub
injuring the jar or its contents and without
danger to the operator. The cover is then
removed with one hand, while the other hand
is left free to handle the tool.

I do not confine myself to the exact details
of construction herein set forth, nor to the
shapes, sizes, proportions, and materials of
parts, excepting as is necessary to produce &
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queeessml]y-ol}elatmﬁ'devme which isacom- | conform with the contour of the interior of

‘mereial possibility.

What is claimed as new ig—
1. The herein-desecribed jar-opener made

1ntwo members, of which onecomprises a ring

and a handle, the other comprises a handle
with a wedge projecting from that edge which
stands toward the interior of the ring, and a
pivotal connection between the two members.

2. The herein - described jar-opener, the
same consisting of one member having a ring-
shaped body with a handle pm,]ectmﬂ' from
one side and an ear projecting from another

side at a point about ninety degrees from |

the handle; a second member consisting of a

nearly str awht body dished at one edﬂ'e to |

said ring, having a handle at one end, and

provided with a wed ge projecting from said
dished edge toward the interior of the Ilng,

and a piu rising from said ear and engaging
the other end of the last- mentioned member
S0 as to permit the pivotal movement of the
members on each other in parallel planes.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my signature this the 318t day of
March, A. D. 1902.

WILLIA\I S. MARSH.

- Witnesses:
EARL H. JORDAN, |
NELLIE W. LARRABEE.
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