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- State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im- |
provement in Union Garment.s of which the
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Unrrep States PaTent OFFICE.

~ GERALDINE O’BRIEN COOK, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

UNION G_ARM ENT.

SPECIFICATION f011n111g' pa,lt of Le‘bters Patent No. 705,652, dated J uly 29 1902

Applmatlon ﬁled Ma}' 31 1893, Serial No. 682,103,

(N_u mndel )

To all whotn it mm/ CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, GERALDINE O’BRIEN

Coo0K, of Boston, m_the county of Suffolk and

following description, in eonnectlou with the

accompanying drawings, is a specification,
~ like letters on the drawings representmn' 111{6 |

parts.
This mventlon has for its obJeet the plO-
duction of a novel union garment which may
be produced from a c1rcu1a1 ly-knitted web
cut and shaped to present the desired form.
Theinvention herein contained isintended
as an improvement on the garment represent-
ed in United States Patent No. 594,647, dated
‘Said patent f:,hows and
describes a union garment, the features

claimed in the patent appertaining especially

to the construetion of the garment at the back,
where the back or covering flaps are inserted,
whereby great elasticity is gamed for the gar-
ment at and below the waist-line and about

the hips -without any liability whatever of
leaving gaps in the garment when it is being |
worn to thereby leave pmtwns of the person

uncovered.

30

In the invention to be helem descubed it
will therefore be understood that the garment
made the subject of these Letters Patent 1s to
be the same from the waist-line down as that.
described in the said patent.

In the garment of the class descnbed 1!3 is
desuable not to have any front seam either
down the front or back of the garment, and

~ at the same time it is very desir able that the

upper part of the front of the body of the

- garment should be so made as to cover the
- most of the bust with but a single thickness

~ in no way be restrained from yielding across

30 |

of knitted fabric and that said front part of
the garment between the arm-scyes should

the chest, but should be free to yield and
adapt 1tself to the bust of the wearer. To
insure this free yielding of the front of the

carment,the wings connected with thesleeves
and ovmlappmn‘ “the front of the shoulders.
must be entirely disconnected one from the.

other at the front of the garment, and they

nmust be freely elastic later ally, without fac-

ings or other restraints to lateral freedom.

IIeretofme the upper or top edge of the front | der and to be attached to the upper fumt

]

or bust—coveung p.‘:‘tlb of the garment has

been provided with a tape or facmﬂ' to hold
the usual buttons, and said facing has been
oxtended across the bust and been connect-
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od into the seam uniting the sleeves to the

body at a point about half-wajy between the
top and the pit of the shoulder, and the shoul-
der-covering portions of the garment have
‘been attached to the backof the garment and
broughtover the front of the shoulders, where

| they have been united to the buttons con-

nected with the facing referred to, the facing
‘'which restrains the flee lateral el%stlclty or

adaptation of the top of the front of the gar-

60

| ment to the requirements of the bust, which

i

varies in.the user of the garment, or the
front shoulder-covering par ts of the garment
have been made to overlap the fr ont of the
oarment and have been connected one shoul-
del .covering portion with the other and both
to the top of the front of the garment, thus

‘makingadouble thickness of kmtted matemal |

to lie on and cover the bust, which 1s very

objectionable fmd flequently Vely uneon-
fortable. | -

" Intheinvention to be her einafter descrlbed_
| the front of the garment is so cut at its top

as to leave not only a top, but two side edges,
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‘and the lower ends of the side edges start
from substantially the under side of the arm- -

scye, and the front shoulder-covering por-
tions are shaped as wings, which Gvellap the
side edges of the front and are connected
thereto at some considerable dlstanee from

the center line of the bust, thus leaving the

front of the garment at the top of the bust—-
covering por tmn of a single thickness only of
knitted fabric. Pr eferaoly the front shoul-
der-covering portion will be formed as a part
of the sleeve, and the wales of said shoulder-
covering pmb may run parallel and in con-
tinuation of the knitted wales entering into
the formation of the sleeve.
‘shoulder-covering portion connected wﬂ:h and

One edge of the

Q0
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extended from the sleeve will be joined to the

| back of the garment in a seam commﬂ* on the

top of the shouldel
Figure 1 in front elevation. 1ep1esentb

IQO

union garment embodying this invention in

1ts best form; one of the pmtlons connected
with the back and extended over the shoul-
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part of the body of the garment being turned | said seam i'unning along the top of the shoul-

back into its open position, the other portion
being closed as it will be when the garment
is applied. Fig. 2shows the sleeve and front

shoulder portion knitted in one integral piece.

Fig. 3shows a modified form of my invention,

and Iig. 4 shows the inner side of the front of

the garment represented in Fig. 3.

T'he main body of the garment herein shown
from its top a a’ to the end finishings a8 of the
legs will be composed of a knitted tube,which
may be cut and provided with back flaps, sub-
stantially as deseribed in said Patent No.
094,697, 80 the main portion of the garment
from the bust down need not be herein fur-
ther specifically described. |

The part of the garment to come in contact
with and cover the bust and to constitute the

upper front part of the garment is cut shorter:

than the back a to thereby lsave its top sub-
stantially at the line a', it having side lines
or edges a® the lower part of said side edges
(see Figs. 1 and 3) being united into the body

of the garment at the lower edge of the arm-

Scye, so that the bust-covering part may be
lowered when unbuttoned way down to the
bottom of the arm-scye, thus leaving the up-

‘per part of the garmentand thesleevesin con-

dition for ready removal.

It desired, the upper front part of the gar-
ment bounded by the lines a’ a? may be knit-
ted to the front of the tubular body com-
mencing at the line 2, Fig. 1, this being done
on a machine having needles adapted to be
manipulated, if desired, to narrow the fabric,
asin Fig. 1, and leave selvage edges,orit may
be knitted as a straight edge flap, as in Kig.
3. Preferably this bust-covering part above
the linex’ will be knitted in a different stiteh—
that is, a double.-rib stitch—thus leaving the
front with a greater amount of elasticity than
1t would have if the front were of plain knit-
ting, and the top and side edges a’ a? will also

present finished selvages, which is also a

point which gives superiority to the garment.

The front or bust-covering part in Fig. 1
has applied to it suitable buttons, as b.

For the best resnlts I prefer for the produc-
tion of a superior garment that the sleeve
and the front shoulder-covering portion ¢? of
the garment shall be knitted integral and
that the wales in the front shoulder-covering
portion and the sleeve runin the same direc-
tion. = | - |

The sleeve shown in Fig. 1 is a short sleeve,
while in IFig. 3 it is a long sleeve. '

Referring to Fig. 2, let it be supposed that
the sleeve C from the line ¢ to ¢’ will be made

Just as any other usual short sleeve and that

the straight part ¢ is adapted to be sewed to
the back of the garment from the top of the
shoulder to the bottom side of the arm-scye.
The fabric for this sleeve has in accord-
ance with my invention knitted to it as a
continuation thereof from the line 43 g wing
or projection ¢*, and the edge ¢ of this wing
will be united by stitching into a seam at e,

~der, the seam attaching the knitted selvage

edge c’of the wing to the upper part of the back
of the garment. In thiscondition the wing ¢?

18 left to fall down over the front of the shoul-
ders, and it may cross the ends a? of the sin-
gle portion of the front of the garment either
outside or inside. The wing, as shown .in
Fig. 1, may be provided with suitable button-
holes, as ¢4, to engage the buttons b, and the
wing will preferably have at its inner side
suitable facings, as ¢% composed, preferably,
of silk or linen; but it will be noticed that
saild facing occupies a substantially vertical
position, so that it in no wise interferes with
the bust or with the adaptation of the top a’ of
the front of the garment to the horizontal con-
tour of the bust. -

By making the wing as a part of the sleeve
a garment is produced which will yield some-
what in the direction of the Iength of the gar-
ment and will stretch less transversely at that
part of the garment closely adjacent to the
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arm-scye, while freely elastic laterally, the

greatest yielding of the front of the garment
transversely to the bust being of course in
the material of single thickness located be-
tween the points of attachment of the shoul-

der - covering portions with the top of the

front of the garment. The fit and set of a
garment constructed substantially as here-
inbefore described are much better and more
satisfactory than when a stay is used across
the bust or when two thicknesses of knitted
goods cover the bust.

This invention is not, however, limited in
all instances to making thesleeve witha wing.

In Fig. 3 I have shown the upper front of
the body (marked %) as overlapping the front
shoulder-covering portion or wing c?, it be-
ing a mere matter of taste whether the wing
shall overlap or underlap the front of the
body. | -

In Fig. 4 the front of the body is provided
at two points with stay-strips, as e’ e?, said
strips having the usual buttonholes €2 e, and
sald strips occupy a substantially vertical
position, or, in other words, there is no hori-
zontal stay whatever on the said front part
to In any way prevent or obstruct the free
yielding of the knitted garment entering into
sald front, so that it may readily adapt itself
to the shape of the bust.

The dotted line fin Fig. 3 represents the
seam referred to, which unites the edge ¢ of

| the back of the sleeve, Fig. 2, with the back

of the garment, it not being easy to show
sald seam-line in Fig. 1.

By so shaping the front of the garment as
herein described and uniting it to the . bot-
tom of the arm-scye a much larger space is
aiforded when the garment is being put on
than would be the case when the front part
of the garment is straight across and its ends
are attached to the sleeve at about half the
depth of the arm-scye, as has been hereto-
fore common.
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Thc unpcr and lower edn'cs ¢ ¢ of the fab- | the said wing and front free tc overlap at the

ric shown in Fig. 2 are united by stitchmﬂ' tc
close and complctc the sleeve. |

‘Having fully deseribed my invention, Wha,n_'.
I claim, and desire to secure by Lcttels Pat-

cnt 18—

1. Auniongar mcnthcvmﬂ* aback cxtended-*
SUbStaﬂtmuy to the top of the shoulder and

a front or bust-covering portion connected

IO

| 5

20

~ verse upper edge &' and downwardly-diver-

208

with the back at substantially the bottom of

the arm-scyes to leave an opening extending |
from the shoulder of the garment to the bct-.

tom of each arm-scye, and wings cooperating
pcrmcn to close the |
said opening, said wings being freely elastic
in lateral direction, a,nd means to detachably
unite the wings to thc bust-covering portion-

with the bust covering

of the warmcnt in substantially parallcl ver-
tical ]mcs leaving the front portion of the

garment free to ylcld and ccnfclm to the con-

tcur of the bust.

2. Auniongarmenthavingaback cxtendcd
| substantmlly to the tcp of the shoulder, and
‘a front or bust-covering portion connected

with the back at substantially the bottom of

the arm-scyes only, the front portion being

shorter than the back and presenting a trans-

ogent free side edfrcs a*® leading therefrom to
the bottom ot thc arm-scyes, slccvcs having

wings extended from their front portions a,nd-
joined to the back at the top of the shoulder, |

- said wings cooperating with the bust-cover-

35
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ing portion to close the shculdcl-opcmnﬂ*s, at

each side of the neck-opening, and belng

freely elastic in lateral direction, whereby
the entire front of the garment from one to
the other arm-scye is free to yield and con-

form to the contour of the bust, and means

to detachably unite the wings- and bust-cov-

ering portion in subst&ntmllv parallel verti-
cal lm es abt a distance cach side of the ccntm

line of the front portion.
3. A union garment plcscntmﬂ'at 158 uppcr
portion a back part, and a shorter front part,

‘the front part covering the bust and ha,vmo'
a top edge and mclmed free side edges una,t-,
tached to the back or sleeve of the ﬂ'armcnt

to form shoulder-openings at each side of the
neck-opening, said front covering the bust,
sleeves Having attached wings mtcﬂfral there-
with and frccly elastic in latcml dlrcctlcn

 the sleeves being attached to the back of thc

55

‘garment from the bottom of the arm-seye to

the top of the shoulder, the lateral edge of

said wing being attachcd to the top cdgc of |

_ thc'back at the top of the shoulder, leaving |

the. ﬂ'armcnt substantially as described.

G

flcnt of the shculdcl and close the shoulder-

openings, said wings covering only a part of
the bust next the shculdcl ,leaving a consid-
erable portion of the upper edge of the front
part of single thickness to ecross the bust, said

front bcmn* unrestrained against dlstcntmn
between thc arm-scyes, whelcby it may yield
and. freely adapt.itself to the contour of the

‘bust, and suitable fastening devices located in

substantlally parallel lmes to unite the free
vertical edges of the said wings to the front of

4. A union garment presenting a.back .a,ﬁd
a front united thcrcto substantiallyatthe bot-
tom of the arm-scye, the top of said front be-

ing. pmlcnﬂ‘ed by knitted fabric presenting a
top edge o’ with side edges a?, the said pro-
lcnﬂ'a,tmn being kmbted with a ‘double-rib.
.smtch or clactlc knitted wales standing ver-

6o
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tically with relation to the body of thc gar-

ment, sleeves having attached wings frccly-

cla,stlc in latclal dlrcctlcn and united to the
back of thc garment frcm the bottom of the

30

arm-scye to the shoulder, and along the-top

of the shoulder to the. ncck lcavmﬂ' two free
parallel and substantially velncal edges of
said wings to partially overlap the tcp edge
of the flont of the garment near the shcul-
ders or the junction of the sleeves with the
body, and fastenings arranged in parallel,
substantlally Vc1t1cal lines to secure sald
wings at a considerable distance apart to the

_-frcnt of the garment, leaving the vertical

9o

wales at the tcp of the front cntlrcly uncov- -
ered, in order that ‘the front of the garment

-may frccly adapt 1tsclf to thc bust of the

5, A union gar mcnt having aback extend-

ed substa,ntlally to the top of the shoulder, a

sleeve, a wing connected with the front half

of the sleeve and attached at its upper edge

to the back at the shculdcl; the wing over-

la,ppmcr part of the bust, a front or bust-ccv—'

ering portion connected only with the back

of thc garment at substantially the bottom of
the arm-scye, said front portion being un-
connected with the front of the slccvc and

said wing, providing an opening from the
shoulder to the bcttcm of the arm-seye.

100
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~In testimony whereof I have swncd Lmy -
name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses.
- GERALDINE O’BRIEN COOK
W1tncsscs
GEO. W. GREGORY
EMMA J. BURNETT
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