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o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JENNIE WILKINSON a

citizen of the Umted States, and a re51c1ent |

of Cleveland, county of Cuvahocre and State
of Ohio, heve invented a new and useful Im-

- provement in Garment-Supporters, of which

IO
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the following is a specification, the principle
of the invention being herein explained and
the best mode in which I have contemplated
applying that prineciple, so as to distinguish
1t from other inventions. |

My invention relates to devices for sup-
porting ladies’ garments; and it consists of
means hereinafter fully described, and spe-
cifically pointed out in the claims.

The annexed drawings and the following

- description set forth in detail one mode of
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carrying out said invention, the described
means, however, consmbutmcr buat one of va-
rious forms in which the principle of the in-
vention may be used.

In said annexed drawings, Figure I repre-

sents a partial view of a female figure, illus-

trating the application of my 1nvent10n Fig.
II represents a perspective view, on an en-
larged scale, of a device embodymn' my said
invention.

vation, and Flg IV a detail cross-section, of

the 1nvent10n taken upon theline 4 4 in Flﬂ'

III. Figs. V and VI represent perspectlve
views showmw the device in its unsecured
and secured positions, respectively. Kig.
V1l represents a perspective view of a sec-
ond form of device, and Figs. VIII, IX, X,
and XI detail views of parts of same.

The device consists of a flexible metal band

A, bent into curved shape, as 1llustrated in

40

45

Fig.
thet Whlch 1t assumes when not in use. The

band is formed with two entrularly -project-.
ing end pieces ¢ and ¢/, such end piecesform-

ing obtuse angles with the main body portion
of the band, sueh angles being equal to each

other, as shown in Fw Y. The oneend por-
tion is formed with two ke} hole-slots a® a*.
and the otherend portion a"is formed with two

buttons a® a?, adapted to enter and be secured
in 8aid slots, as 111ustreted in Fig. VI. These

buttons and slots -are_ in lines substa,nmelly,
parallel with the end pieces upon which they
are formed or secured. By means of said-

Fig. IIT represents a detail ele- |

V, such illustrated curved form being

| slots-and buttons,t._he_pwe end pieces may be
secured one upon the other and substantially

parallel with each other, as shown, the band

during such position of said end pieces be-

ing warped, its front portion assuming In
consequence thereof a downwardly-curved
position, as illustrated in Fig. VI. The con-
tiguous end portions @ Figs. 1I and XI, in-
termedmte of the end pieces and main body

| portion are formed so as toincline upwardly,

as shown. Such construection permits the
end pieces to be given the obliquity with re-
lation to the mailn portion of the band neces-
sary for causing sufficient warp in the latter
when the end pieces are secured one to the
otherto give the required downwardly-curved

form to the front portion of the device, as

will further appear, without unduly bending

the band so as to cause the front upper edges

to project inwardly and render the device un-
comfortable. Upon the outer surfeee of said
band are secured by means of rivets orother
suitable means a series of hooks a?, Fig. II,
and upon the outer surface of the rear por-

| tion of the band is secured a plate B, pro-

vided with a series of teeth b, projecting

downwardly and inwardly from the rear lower

edge of such portion, as illustrated in Fig.

| IV, the rear hooks ¢* being secured upon the

outelde surface of such plate
In use the device is placed around the waist

of the person to which it is applied and the

front angular end portions secured one to the
other, as illustrated in Kig. I. In such posi-

tion the device forms a suppert for a skirt C,
provided with a series of loops-e, which are

hung upon the hooks a*, as shown, the front
portion of the skirt being supported at lower
points than is the rear portion of said skirt,

as & result of the forwardly and downwardly

projecting form of the device due toits warped
position, previously deseribed. The result of
‘such manner of supporting the skirt produces

what is frenerelly known as a'¢* lonﬂ'-welsted”

eﬁect

" The mwerdly -projecting teeth b, serve to se-
cure the rear lower portion of a waist which
is used as an outer garment and which covers
the flexible band ebove described; such lower
portion of said waist being caused to engage
sald teeth and being thereby held from being
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dislocated in an upward direction, the device
as a whole holding the skirt and wailst to-
gether at the rear to properly join under the
belt or band usually worn upon the outside
of each. i

In the modified form (shown in Kig. VII)
the band is madein two parts Dand D', joined
by arearportion D* whichisprovided with the
inwardly-extending teeth, before deseribed,
and a series of keyhole-slots d, in which may
be secured buttons d', secured to the rearends
of the two band parts,respectively. Each such
end is provided with a slidable sleeve d? for
securing the adjacent ends of the parts D, D',
and D-* to each other. In this form the one
angular end portion d’ is made somewhat
longer than the otherend portion,anditslower
extremity is provided with an elastic band d*,
suitably secured thereto. The lower end of
sald band has secured to it a device, such as
a safety-pin, as shown in Fig. VII, or with a
hook d® such asis shown in Fig. X, for secur-
ing such end piece to the inner garments, and

thereby preventing the upward displacement

of the front portion of the support and hold-
ing same securely in proper place. The other

front end portion of the support is provided

with an upwardly-extending hook d?, which
18 adapted to receive the front portion of a
belt, and prevents the upward displacement
of such belt when placed upon the outside of
the skirt and waist. In this modified form I
have shown the series of hooks upon the out-
side of the band formed integrally with the
band itself, such formation being one which

- may be used.

When the long-waisted effect is not de-
sired,the end pieces are caused to project from
the band substantially at right angles, so that

705,506

| such band when the ends are secured assumes

a simpile cylindrical or hoop-like form.
Other modes of applying the principle of
my invention may be employed instead of the
one explained, change being made as regards
the mechanism herein disclosed provided the

‘means stated by any one of the following

claims or the equivalent of such stated means
be employed.

I therefore particularly point out and dis-
tinctly claim as my invention—

1. A garment-supporter comprising a flexi-
ble metallic waistband havingits end portions
extended at an angle toits body portion, and
means for securing said end portions together
to make the waistband extend from the waist-
line at the back down and around the abdo-
men in front, substantially as described.

2. A metallic waist-belt comprising two sec-
tions provided with means for adjustment at
the back, the front ends of said sections being
extendeddownward and provided with fasten-
ing means, said belt when in use extending

from the line of the waist at the back around

the abdomen in front, substantially as de-
seribed. |

3. A metallie waist-belt provided with down-
wardly-extending front endshaving fasteners
thereon, means for adjusting the belt at the
back, hooks at intervals around the belt, and
points or prongs on the lower edge of the belt
at the back, substantially as described.

Signed by me this 16th day of February,
1901.

JENNIE WILKINSON.

Attest:
D. T. DAVIES,
G. W. SAYWELL.
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