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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE S. POTHE, a
citizen of the United States residing at Dallas
Center, in the county of Dallas and State of
Iowa, have invented a new and useful Appa-
ratus for Carrying Mail-Matter, &c., of which
the following is a specification.

My ObJth is to avold the walking and ox-

posure to mud, rain, snow, and eold incident

in suburban ma,ll delwery that requu es per-

SONS living some distance from a main read
to prowde a box for 1ece1vmﬂ' mail - mdttel

- from the carrier.
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y the box to the box-holder.

My invention consists in an endless carrier

mounted on sheaves and rollers supported on
fixed posts to extend from the main road to

the dwelling, a box-carrier fixed to the end- |

less carrier, a mail-box detachably connected
with the box-carrier, and means for operating
the endless carrier, as hereinafter set forth,
pointed out in my claims, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the appara--

tas, showmfr the relative positions of the dif-
ferent partﬁ and the endless carrier, from
which sections are broken away between fixed
posts. Fig. 2 is a view on the line X X, show-

ing the form of the box- carrier, a box on the

carrier, and a clasp for detaehably fastening
Fig. 3 is a view
on the line v 7/, showing a trip device arched
over a sheave to faclhtate the passage of the

‘box-carrier and mzul bo*{ and to protect the

sheave.

The numeral 10 desmnates a post fixed near
a farm-house, and 12 a fixed post located at

~ the side of a road and mail-delivery route.
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A plurality of posts 13 are fixed along the line
extended between the fixed posts 10 a,nd 12 at ;

suitable distances apart. = A sprocket-wheel
14 is mounted in a journal fixed to the post

10, and 15 is the axle of a wheel 16, mounted |

in beamnn's at the top of the post, and 17 is a
small sprocket fixed on the axle and connect-
ed with the wheel 14 by means of a chain 18.

A crank-handle 19 projects from the wheel 14

for manually opﬁrating ‘the wheel and com-

plete apparatus. A sheave 20is mounted on

the post 12 and:pulleys 21 on each one of the
line of posts 13, and 22 is a wire cable coiled
once around the wheel 16 and extended over
the pulleys 21, the sheave 20, rollers 23 on |

26.

| less carrier.

| journals fixed to the posts 13, and the endg
of the wire cable then fixed to a box-carrier

to produce an endless carrier. The box-car-

rier is‘a'straight metal bar 24, that has a roller
a at its top and a right-angled. extension 25

atits lower end that terminates in a shoulder
It also has a perforated ear 27 on its un-
der side adapted for fastening the ends of the

cable thereto in such a manner that the box-

carrier will move back and forth with the end-
A mail-box 28, pr.owded with a
hinged cover, is fitted on the box-carrier, and

‘a spr 1]]0‘-(‘138];) 29, fixed to the bar 24, enﬂ'ages

the top of the- box and fastens it to the car-
rier and also keeps the hmﬂ'ed cover of the
box closed.

A trip device 30, in the fmm of an arched
cover provided with means for pivotally con-

necting it with the journals of the pulley 21,
is mounted over each pulley 21 at the top of

the posts 13 in such a manner that when the
pulley a at-the top of-the box-carrier bar 24
comes ‘in-contact with a. trip devwe it will
pass from the endless carrier 22 upon the trip
device and cause the device to tilt forward
and-carry the pulley a.over the pulley 21.

- In the practical use of my invention when
mail-matter is placed in the box at the house
the endless carrier can be readily operated by
turning the wheel 14-as required to deliver
the box and its contents at the other end of

the line, so that the mail-route carrier can

take out the contents and put in mail-matter
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that is to be delivered at the house, and by a

reverse motion of the wheel the endless car-
rier will bring the mail-box back to the house,
when it ean be detached and taken 1n the

house to be emptied.

Having thus described the purpose, con-

strucbion, and operation of my invention, its

practical utility will be obvious to persons fa-
miliar with the art to which 1t pertains, and

‘'what-Iclaim as new, and desire to Sectire by
Letters Patent, is— - -

- 1. In an appa,latuq for earrymﬂ' mail-mat-
ter, a box holder and carrier consisting of a

‘str alﬂ‘ht bar bent at rlﬂ'ht a,nn'les ab 1ts’ 1ower

end t0 support a box placed thereou a hox-
fastening device fixed to the bar to detach-
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ably fix the box in the angle of the bar anda

pulley mounted at the top of the bar, and an
endless cable or carrier, fixed to the bottom
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of the box-carrier, arranged and combined to | the end of the axle of the roller, a larger 20

operate in the manner set forth for the pur-
poses stated. | |

2. In an apparatus for carrying mail-mat-
ter, a fixed post, a pulley mounted at the side

of the top portion of the post, a trip device

arched over the pulley and pivoted to the axle
of the pulley and aroller mounted in the ver-
tical plane of the pulley on a bearer fixed to
a lower portion of the postto project horizon-
tally for supporting an endless carrier in the
manner set forth for the purposes stated.

3. An apparatus for carrying a box and
mail-matter comprising a line of fixed posts,
pulleys at their tops, rollers extending hori-
zontally from their central portions, covers
and trip devices pivoted over the pulleys, a
fixed post at one end of the line, a roller

mounted at its top, a fixed sprocket-wheel on |

sprocket-wheel mounted on a lower portion of
the post, a chain on said sprocket-wheels, a
fixed post at the other end of the line, a
sheave mounted at the top of the post, a box-
carrier having a pulley at its top and a box-
support at its bottom, means for fastening a
box to the box-carrier, a mail-box, a cable
coiled around the roller and extended over
the pulleys at the tops of the line of posts,
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under the pulley at the top of the box-car- 3o

rier, over the rollers extending horizontally
from the posts and fixed to the box-carrier,
arranged and combined tooperate in the man-
ner set forth for the purposes stated.
| GEORGE S. POTHE.

Witnesses:

| ROsA PPOTHE,

SAMPSON A. WILSON.
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