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- prong F, attached to the lace-holder.
be seen that by tipping the lace-holder up- |

5O

untying the lace. |
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To all whom it may concerrn: |
Be it known that I, ALBERTO T. J ORDAN, a
citizen of the United States, residin g at Port-

land, in the county of Cumberland and State:
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-

fulImprovementsin Shoe-Fasteners; andIdo
hereby declare thefollowingtobeaf ull; clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such

as willenable othersskilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in

shoe-fasteners. Its object is-to enable the

shoe to be unfastened without removing the
lace relative to the holder. Its object 18 also
to obviate the drawing of the lace through or

around the lace-stud every time it is neces-

sary to fasten or unfasten the shoe. It also
obviates the necessity of repeatedly tying and

- In the drawings herewith accompanying
and making a part of thisapplication, Figure
1is a plan view of a shoe, showing my. im-
proved fastener applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a
detail perspective view of one form of remov-
able lace-holder and means of attaching it to

‘the shoe, and Fig. 3 is a detail perspective

view of an equivalent device.

Same letters refer to like parts. |

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a shoe having the usual vertical open-
ing B in the front. On one side is a series of
lace-holders C, permanently attached to the
shoe. On the other side is a series of lace-
holders D, adapted to be removably secured
to the other side of the shoe, the holders, both
fixed and detachable, having diametric bars
E.. The detachable lace-holders may be se-
cured to the shoe in any convenient manner.
I have shown in Figs. 2 and 3 two forms of
making the attachment.
eyelets K, permanently secured to the shoe
and adapted to be engaged by an offset Cill
It wi

wardly and outwardly it permits the offset or
prong to enter and engage the under edge of
the eyelet, and when tipped back and held as

it is naturally by the lace the lace-holder is

prevented from being accidentally detached.
In ¥ig. 3 I have shown the holder with a

socket & on the under side adapted to engage |

One is by means of

| the head of a stud H, permanently secured to

the shoe, and a bar E, as before. For conven-
lence of manipulation two or more of the de-

tachable lace-holders may be joined by a rigid sg

connecting-bond I and be operated simulta-
neously. In actual operation itisfound that
the bonding of two lace-holders gives the
most satisfaction. To detach the fastener,
insert the finger or finger-nail under the edge 60

| of the holder or under the bond connecting

two or more, as the case may be, and tip the

-Same upwardly and outwardly until the prong

is disengaged, if the device shown in Kig. 2is

‘used. If the device shown in Fig. 3 is used, 63
remove 1t inthe usual wayof detaching a ball-

and-socket fastener.

The lace J, starting at the bottow, DPASSes
around the bar in the holders, both fixed and
detachable, and extends from side to side in
the usual way. The lace is then practically
on the outside of the shoe throughout its en-
tire extent, and the shoe can be fastened and
unfastened with great ease and rapildity. In-
asmuch as the lace does not pass under the 75
material of the shoe, the under surface is
smooth, and therefore much more comfortable
to the foot. The bond may be secured to the
lace-holders in any convenient manner, as by
being formed integral therewith or. brazed So
thereto, and when in position is nearly con-

7¢C

cealed from view by the lace which passes

over it.

With my detachable holder in view of the
fact that it is unnecessary to remove the lace 8 5
from the holder each time an elastic lace can
be nsed, which gives a very easy flexible fit-
ting to the foof. | - - |

I do not intend to limit myself to the use of
an elastic lace nor to the particular means go
shown of securing the detachable lace-holders
to the shoe.

- Having thus described my invention and

1ts use, I claim— _ | |
1. In a shoe-fastener, a series of lace-hold- 05

| ers permanently secured to one side of the

shoe, a series of eyelets permanently secured _
to the other side of the shoe and a series of

lace-holders having the same general config-

uration as said eyelets and adapted to be de- 100
tachably secured in said eyelpts. _
2. In a shoe-fastener, a series of lace-hold-
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ers permanently secured to one side of the | eyelets ahd having a prong adapted to engage

shoo and a series of lace-holders adapted to | the under edge of said eyelets, whereby said

be detachably secured to the other side, a plu- | holdersare detachablysecured insaid eyelets.

rality of the detachable holders being united . In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

by a rigid bond. | in presence of two witnesses, this 3th day of 5
3. In a shoe-fastener, a series of lace-hold- | November, 1901.

i

ers permanently secured to one side of the ALBERTO T. JORDAN.,
shoe, a series of eyelets secured to the other In presence of— |
side of the shoe and a series of lace-holders ELcIiNn C. VERRILL,

1o having the same general configuration as said | NATHAN CLIFFORD.
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