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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE WASHINGTON NEWSOM, OF SACHSE, TEXAS.

WASHBOARD.

B SPEGIFIGATION forming- part of Letters Patent No. 705,284, dated J uly 22, 1902. |

| Applieetien filed Peb:ﬁery 18,1902, Rerial No. 94,269, (No medel.].1

To all whom z/t ma,y concerv.:
Be it known that I, GEORGE WASHINGTON
NEWSOM a eltlzen of the United States, resid-

ing at Sachse in the c¢ounty of Dallee and
State of Texas haveinvented a new and nse-

ful VVeshboard of which the fellowmw is- a
specification.

The invention relates to 1mp10vemente 1

“washboards.

The object of the present mventmn is to

improve the construction of washboards and |
to providea simple, inexpensive, and efficient |

construction adapted to afford a rubbing-sur-
face at each face of the wa,shboa,rd to eneble
the latter to be reversed. =

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a double washboard of this character

which will permit water to drain thoroughly

from its rubbing-surface during and after the
operation of Weshmﬂ' and whlch will expose
the parts of the rubbing-surface, so thet the

same will thoroughly dr V. -

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a washboard having a yielding rubbing- |

surface in which the stra,m will-be dlstrlbuted
over a congiderable number of ¢oils of sprm g8
and in which the latter will be held against
rotary movement and will have t11e1r ends

housed, so that there will be no liability of
a spring becoming accidentally

the end of a

exposed and liable to tear elothee or other
fabrics.

The invention consists in the constructlon

and novel combirnation and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

out 1n the claims hereto appended.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation

of a washboard eonstrueted in accordance
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal

with this invention,
sectional view of the same.
verse sectional view.

Flﬂ' disa trans-

ment of the coils of the springs and the man-

ner in which each of the coils of one spring

18 mterposed between and contacts with the
contiguous upper and lower coils of the adja-

~cent springs to form a continuous resilient

rubbing - surface of mutually coactmﬁ* and

5o supporting coils.

Like numerals of reference deswnete corre-

L

Iig. 4is a detall view,
on an enlarged scale, lllustratmﬂ‘ the arrange-

Spondmﬂ' parts-in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

1 deswnetee the frame of a washboard, com-
posed. of side bars 2 and transverse connect-

ing-bars 3 and 4, located between theends of
-the side bars and suitably secured to the

same. The frame is provided at the top with
a’'cross-piece 5, whichis'secured to the upper

“ebnds of ‘the side bars or pieces, and the space

7 and 8.

the soap-receptacles is recessed or cut away
at the bottom to prov1de a drain-opening to

permit water to- drmn from either soap-recep-
ﬁ_ taele |

between the top cross-barand the upper trans-
verse bar. 3 receives-a. division-board 6, ar-
ranged between the faces or edges of the side
bars-or pleeee and forming soap-receptacles
The .division- boerd which forms

The opposed edges of the upper and lower

transverse connecting-bars 3 and 4 are pro-

-vided 'with grooves.or recesses 9 and 10 for
the recept10n of the upper and lower ends of

polygenal bars 11, which may be rectangular
or-any other enwulal shape in cross- seetlen

‘and -which are snuﬂ'lv fitted in the grooves or
‘recesses, being retemed therein when the

parts are assembled and being readily assem-
bled during the manufacture of the wash-
board, as theyr do not require fastening de-

vices, and are permitted a limited movement
‘in the grooves or recesses transversely of the
,weshboard as hereinafter explamed
polygonal suppormnn" - bars receive coiled
‘springs 12; and the coils of the latter are sup-
-ported by the corners of the bars, as clemly
‘illustrated in Fig. 3 of .the accompanying
.drawings.
.ing bels are spaced from each other by the
'emls of the springs and.are located midway

The

Thelongitudinal spring-support-

between the side fa,ces of the transverse con-

‘necting-bars 3-and 4, and the coils project
outward from both fa,ees of the washboard
‘and form resilient rubbing-surfaces.
the spaces between the outer portions of the.

Also

coils.and the faces of the bars 11 form ways
to permit water to drain readily from the

springs and to flow freely from the top te the
‘bottom of the rubbing-surfaces.

The ends of the coﬂed ‘springs ere housed

| in the grooves or recesses of the upper and

.1ower transveree connectmn'-’bers and the
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2

said ends 13 abut against the walls of the
arooves or recesses, as clearly 1llustrated in
the accompanyingdrawings, and thereby lock
the springs against rotation, whereby the
ends of the springs are effectually prevented
from becoming accidentally exposed, so that
there will be no liability of the clothes being
accidentally torn on the ends of the springs.

The coils of one spring are arranged be-
tween the coils of the adjacent spring or
springs, and the strain incident to the rub-
bing action is distributed over a considerable
portion of the rubbing-surface and is sus-
talned by a number of the springs, so that
there is no liability of anv one of the springs
being subjected to a severe strain and the
strain cannot be concentrated on a single
spring. Also the transverse grooves or re-

- ¢esses permit the angular spring-supporting
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30

35

40

45

bars to  have a limited play transversely of
the washboard to permit the coils of the
springs to expand and contract when subject-
ed to the pressure of the clothes or other fab-
rics, and the coils yieldingly space the spring-
supporting bars. When the coils of one
spring are moved longitudinally of the sup-
porting-bars, they will engage the coils of the
adjacent springs, and the latter will codper-
ate with the first spring in resisting any foree

tending to flex or displace the coils. Assoon

as the pressure is removed the coils will im-
mediately resume their normal position, and

it will be apparent that when the pressure is
applied to the center of the board the over-

lapping coils will distribute the same to the |
outer side coils and that by arranging the |

springs in this manner a rubbing-surface of
the desired stifiness may be readily obtained,
and comparatively light springs may be ad-
vantageously employed in the construction of
rubbing-surfaces.

It will be seen that the washboard is ex-
ceedingly simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, that 1t possesses greatstrength and
durability, and that the springs and the sup-
porting-bars form double rubbing-surfaces to
provide a double or reversible washboard.
It will also be apparent that both the springs
and the angular spring-supporting bars are
adapted to yleld to provide resilient rubbing-
surfaces and that the said angular ot polygo-

nal supporting-bars may be readily changed |

705,284

| to bring their side faces to the front and back

when the frame of the washboard is partially
separated.
are supported by the corners of the bars and
that the intermediate portions of the coils
form bowed resilient portions which areadapt-
ed to yield and spring during the operation
of washing.

What I claim is—

1. A washboard comprising a frame, longi-
tudinal supporting-bars angular in cross-sec-
tion arranged within the frame, and coiled
springs arranged on and supported by the
sald bars and provided with projecting por-
tions, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

2. A washboard comprising a frame, longi-
tudinal supporting-bars angular in cross-sec-
tion slidably mounted within the frame and
capable of a limited movement transversely

Also it will be clear that the coils 55

60

of the washboard, and coiled springsarranged

on thesupporting-barsand having projecting

portions forming rubbing-surfaces, and spac-

Ing the supporting-bars, sunbstantially as de-
scribed.

o. A washboard comprising a frame pro-
vided with upper and lower bars having
grooves, polygonal supporting-bars having
their ends fitted in the grooves, and coiled

springs disposed on the supporting-bars and
having their terminals extended into the said
grooves and abutting against the walls there-

of, whereby the springs are held against ro-
tary movement to prevent their ends from be-
ing exposed, substantially as described.

4. A washboard comprising a frame bpro-
vided with upper and lower bars having
grooves, polygonal supporting-bars having
their ends fitted in the grooves and capable
of a limited movement transversely of the
washboard, and coiled springs disposed on the
supporting-bars and having projecting por-

tions forming rubbing-surfaces at both faces

of the washboard and yieldably spacing the
supporting-bars, substantially as described.
In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE WASHINGTON NEWRSOM.
Witnesses:
D. C. SACHSE,
T. J. SWIM.
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