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To all whom it may concerw: - |
Be it known that I, JAmES C. LODOR, a citi-

zon of the United Stabes residing at -Wil-

mington, in the county of “‘Iew Hanover and
State of North Carolina, have invented new

and useful Impmvements in Aetmating- De-

vices for Lids or Covers, of which the follow- .
- | Whlch 1S termed the ‘“‘rear” section and eX-

ing is a specification. . -
This invention relates to cer t&llﬁl new cmd

useful improvements in actuating devices for

covers or lids.

The invention aims to construct an :;Lctu-_._'
ating device adapted for use in connection

w1th lids or covers of inking-pads, ink-wells,

pen-boxes, pen-trays, gewelry-ca,skets cigar
~and match boxes, and the like.

The invention further aims to constructan
actuating device for covers or lids which
shall be extremely simple in its construction,
strong, durable, efficient in its operation,

comparatively inexpensive to manufacture;.

and to this end it consists of the novel com-
bination and arrangement of parts hereinaf-
ter more Spemﬁcally described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, and particularly
pointed outin the claims hereunto appended.
In describing the invention in detail ref-
erence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, whetein
like numerals of reference indicate corre-

Spondmﬂ' parts throughout the several wews

and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 1m-—’;’
proved actuating device, showing the same:
attached to an mkmﬂ* pad, also showmn‘ in
dotted lines the DOSItIDIl of the lid or cover

when opened. Iig. 2 is a similar view of &
modified form of aetuatmﬂ' device. Figs. :

and 4 are detail views of the clasp for con-:r
necting the actuatmﬂ' device to-a‘lid-having.
& rim, and Fig. 5'is a detail view of-the clasp

used in connection. Wlth a flat rim.
Referring to the drawings by reference-nu-

- merals, 1 denotes the base for suppmtmn' the
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frame 2 the latter being formed of a.piece of
wire or other suitable materml constructed

~of a pair of vertical standards” connected .ab
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their top by a horizontal bar having its cen-’

tral portion depressed. 'The lower end of
the vertical standards of the frame 2 is suit-
ably secured to the base 1.

The reference-numeral 3, as ShOWIl 1nd1—

|

illustrate the operation of my improved lift-

3 _.Qopera,tmﬂ' cord; ehmn cable, or rod is secured
within the slob 12 at the IOWGI end of the rear
section 5 by means of -a pin 19, extendmg

ence-numeral 5 and has smtably attached to
its lower end any preferred form of weight 6.

1'The rear section 5 of the opelatmmlevel 18
formed of a flat

“and bend- the same so as to form the rear and

G‘ltes an mkm pad which is mounted upon'
the bagel. The inking-padisshown sim ply to
55
mn'dmfme in connection with the cover or 1id.
‘Mounted in - the depressed portion of the
horizontal bar of the frame is the operating-
lever, which. consists of two sections, one of
60
tends downwardly in a perpendicular man-
ner from. -the -horizontal bar of the frame.
'This rear section is designated by the refer-

piece of suitable metallic
material of the desired, width and bent upon
itself at its lower end, as at 7, for securing in
position the weight 6. The forward section
8 of the. opemtmﬂ'-lev’el is constructed 1n a

| bowed or curvilinear manner and formed of
suitable metallic material- and is of greater

The S'ection |

length than the rear section 5. -
75

3 {)f the operating-lever extends forwardly, as
shown. 'Fhe operatmﬂ' lever’is mounted in
the depressed portion to prevent any lateral
movement during the operation of the same.
In constructing the operating-lever I prefer |
to use a smnle piece of flat metallic material 3o

forwardsections. - Also, if desirable, the lever

may be formed with two different pieces of
.| material and connected together in any suit-
“able manner..
‘tion 5 is-slotted centrally thereof, as at 12, and
.reeewes the upper end.of an: Opera,mntr cord

The lower end of the rear sec-

¢hain, cable, or-rod having an eye.14'at eaeh
end Bhereof -The eye at the upper end of the
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| therethrough. By this arran wement one end

‘bent to form an offset 20.

"|.of the rod, eham cable, or cord 13'is hinged to

the rear sectmn 5. “Connected to the forward
or lower end of the chain,:cord; cable,’or rod
13 is a clasp 16, constructed Of flexible ma-
terial and bent IlpOI]. itself to form a-loop 17,
which is provided-with:anotch 18 and- further
The eye at the for-
ward end of the chain, cord, cable, or rod 13
is secured within the noteh or slot 18 by means
of a pin 19, extending through the loop 17.
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| This forms a substantially hinge connection.
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_ The offset 20 of the clasp is adapted to en-
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gage the upper face of the lid for forming a
~ brace. .
can be easily detached from and secured to
Fig. & shows |

The clasp 16 is so constructed that it

the forward portion of a lid.
the clasp attached to a lid provided with a

rim, and Fig. 6 a clasp attached to a flat lid.

The operation of the device is as follows:
By forcing inwardly in any desirable manner
the section 8 of the lever, as shown in dotted
lines, a curvilinear rearward movement will
be given the section 5, carrying the chain,

cord, or cable 13 therewith and elevating the
lid 4. This operation is indicated in dotted
When pressure is removed |
‘upon the section 8 of the operating-lever, the
welght 6 will cause the rear section to assume
its normal position, thereby closing the lid 4.
-+ In the modified form shown in Fig. 2

lines in Fig. 1.

| !
chain 21 is employed, connected at one end

~ to a clasp 22, secured in any desirable inan-

ner to the lid 4. The rear end of the chain
21 18 connected in any desirable manner to

the gection 5 of the operating-lever. The ref-

erence-numeral 23 denotes a pair of coiled

springs which are connected at one end to
the standards of the frame and at their oppo- |-
site end to the section 5, these springs caus--
1ng the section 5 to assume its normal posi-

tion when pressure is removed from the sec-
tion 8 of the operating-lever. The reference-
numeral 24 denotes a pin extending through

- the section of the operating-lever for retain-
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ing the latter upon the hinged arm of the

frame. This pin is used in both forms of the
device. Inother respects the modified form

~then, as stated, is the same as that shown in

- FKig. 1.
shown in Ifig. 2 is the same as that herein-

45

T'he operation of the modified form

before referred to in connection with the
structure shown in Fig. 1. -~ R
By the foregoing construction of actuating
device the hinged lids of inking-pads, ink-

~wells, pen-boxes, pen-trays, jewelry-caskets,

cigar and match boxes, and the like can be
automatically opened, and, furthermore, by

the construction of actuating device as here- |

inbefore set forth lids are provided for such

- boxes and vessels as do not have hinged lids

50 orcovers, such as ink-wells, sugar-bowls, but-
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'ter;dishes, and t'he: like, the device being so

constructed as to automatically open the lids

or covers and to return them to their normal .

position. | o

It is thought the many advantages of my
improved actuating device for lids or covers
can be readily understood from the foregoing
description, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, and it will also be
noted that various changes may be made in
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the details of construction without departing

from the general spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,

‘what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is— | |
1. In an actuating device, a frame formed
of- a single piece of material and having its
top provided with a depressed portion, an
operating-lever mounted thereon and formed
of two sections, a pin extending through the

top of the lever for securing it upon a frame,
acover, and meanspivotally connected at one

end to one end of one section of said lever
and extending therefrom toward the free end

‘of the other section of said lever and attached

to the cover. - .
2. Inan actuating device for lids or covers,
a frame formed of a single piece of material

and provided with a depressed portion, a le-
| ver mounted in sald depressed portion, a pin

extending through the lever for connecting
the same to the frame, a bar, means for hing-
ing the bar to the lever, and means for hing-

Ing the barto the cover.

3. Inanactuating device for lids or covers,

a frame formed of a single piece of material
and provided with a depressed portion, a le-

ver mounted therein and comprising in its
construction a weighted rear section, a bar

“arranged between the cover and lever, means
| for hinging one end of the bar to the weighted

rear section of the lever, and means for hing-

ing the other end of the bar to the cover.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses, B | -
| JAMES C. LODOR.
Witnesses: | o
CICERO T. HAMES,
1. EDWIN BROWN.
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