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1o all whom. it may concern: - -

Be it known that I, IRVING CAIRNS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in Mont-
clair, in the county of HEssex, State of Now

5 Jersey, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Firemen’s Hats, of which
the following is a speci
ing had to the accompan ying drawings, form-
Ing a part hereof. -- _

Fire-hats or hats intended for the use of
remen are designed primarily to afford pro-
tectlon to the head and face from the heat

10

¥

and shock of falling objects and are gener-

ally made chiefly of leather, as this material
15 (beinganon-conductorof heat and electricity,
as well as strong and somewhat elastic in its
nature) has been found to answer most satis-
factorily to the requirements. Nevertheless,
hats made of leather after they have been in
service for some time and subjected to re-
peated wettingand drying are liable to shrink,
thus reducing the size and making it neces-
~ Sary to have the hat reshaped in order that
It may be restored to its full size.
1t is the object of thisinvention to improve
the construction of firemen’s hats so that, al-
though of leather, they shall not shrink out
of shape or size after repeated wetting and
drying, but shall retain their original size,
and also to add strength and rigidity to the
hat. Toaccomplish this, the hatis provided
with an incompressible preferably rigid or
substantially rigid band, which when once
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conformed to the head of the wearer retains

1ts shape and resists the tendency of the
leather hat-body to shrink out of shape.
The invention will be more fully deseribed
hereinafter with reference to the accompany-
- 1Ing drawings, in whieh
40 1n which—
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Figure 1 is a longitudinal central section

of a fireman’s hat to which the invention is
applied. Fig. 2 is a detail view of the hat-
band in section on the same plane as I'ig. 1,

45 but on a larger scale. Fig. 3 is a detail view

of the hat-band in front elevation and on a

larger scale. Fig. 4 is a detail view of a hat-
band in plan and on a larger scale.

I'he body o and brim & of the hat may be
congtructed in any suitable manner and of
any suitable material, it being understood
that the invention is applicable to a hat made
of any material which is liable to shrink out
of shape. - '
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cation, reference be-

1t 1s illustrated, and

=gy il 1l r—

oceupled by an ordinary hat-band, is secured
a band ¢, which is preferably of metal in or-
der that it may best serve its intended pur-
pose. In order that this band may be prac-
tically incompressible, so as to resist the
shrinkage of the hat-body, it is endless, the

ends of the strip of metal from which it may

be formed being brazed, riveted, or other-
wise secured together, so that they shall not
slip. It is desirable that the band shall be
not only incompressible, but substantially
rigid, in order that it may resist lateral in-

dentation, and for this purpose it is formed

with an outwardly-turned flange d, which

imparts the necessary rigidity. The flange

c also provides a convenient mode of attach-

ment of the band and the usual felt lining e,

the edge of the latter being stitched to a nar-
row band f of leather which is stretched over
the flange and secured thereto by cement or
any other suitable means. For the ventila-
tion of the hat holes may be formed in the
band, as at ¢, and also in the flange, as at /.
The band and the lining may be secured in
place within the body of the hat by stitching,
cement, or any other suitable means.

It will be obvious that a leather hat pro-
vided with such a band as deseribed herein
cannot so change its shape through wetting
and drying as to fail to fit the head of the
wearer to which the band has been conformed

and also that such a band does not add ma-
terially_,either to the cost

or to the weight of
the hat.

I claim as my invention— _

1. Afireman’s hat havinga, body of shrink-
able material and an endless metal band ex-
tended upward within the body and flanged
outwardly atits lower edge beneath the brim,
substantially as deseribed. |
2. Afireman’s hat havinga body of shrink-
able material, an endless metal band extend-
ed upward within the body and flanged out-
wardly at its lower edge beneath the brim,
and & lining secured to sald flange and ex-
tended upwardly within the band and to the
hat-body, substantially ag deseribed.

T'higspecification signed and witnessed this
6th day of May, A. D. 1902, |

| IRVING CAIRNS.
In presence of—
- ANTHONY N. JESBERA,

:m.[u -Au BR&-YIJEY#
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