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To all whom it may COTLCET T
- Beit knownthatl, LEWIS MILLER, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Thomtomn

have invented a new and useful Burial-Vanlt

and Method of Construeting the Same, of |

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an 1mpmvemeﬂt 1n.

cement burial-vaults and in the method of
constructing the same.

The ob,]ect of my mvenbmn is to produce a
vaultforsingleintermentsinto which a casket
may .be introduced and around which casket
the vault may be formed, so that when com-
pleted there shall be incasing the casket a
single piece of cement which when it hardens
will be without seams or joints.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
improved vault and the method of eonstmet—
ing the same.

Figure 1 is a sectional per spective view
showmﬂ' a portion of the vault in that stage

of construction immediately following the in-

sertion of the casket. Fig. 2isa similar view
after the casket has been inserted and while

~ the top of the vault is being construected.
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In operation the graveisdug in the earth 3

in the usual manner, except tha,t it is approxi-

F

in the county of Boone and State of Indlana, r
- extend some dlstance——say aboutsix 11101198—-——

vertically into the wall 6 and operate to re-
When the

end to end of the box 5.

mately some six inches wider and longer than

usual. Ithenplaceinthebottom of the arave

a floor of cement 4, said cement being pref--

erably that described and claimed in the ap-
plication of James T. McKim, Serial No.
90,833, filed January 22,1902. The box 5in

which the casket is usually contained is then

laid upon the fioor of cement 4, being spaced |
equal distances from the sides and ends of
the grave, and cement is then introdnced into
the spaces between the sides and ends of the
box and the walls of the grave, so as to form
the side walls 6 of the vault. Itistheinten-
tion that the vertical walls of the vault shall
be completed at about the time when the fu-
neral cortege reaches the cemetery; but if
for any reason the walls are completed before

that time it is necessary to provide means

which will keep the cement at the upper edges
of the vertical walls 6 unset, and for this par-
pose I provide wedge-strips 7, preferably of
soft wood, which will be embedded along the
topedges of thevertical walls6. These wedges

-~ are preferably formed with one straight ver-

tical side, which is placed parallel with the

ground side of the walls 6, and said wedges

are held away from the dirt by means of short
wedges or blocks 8, as shown. The wedges 7

tard the sefting of the cement.
casket arrives, it is placed within box 5 and
cross - pieces 9, preferably arched, are laid

i across the top of box 5 at snitable intervals.

A covering 10, of light stuff only sufficient to

stand the weightof cement to be placed there-
on while the same is setting, is then tacked to

the upper edges of the arches, extending from
Each cross-piece 9
is preferably provided at its lower corners
with recesses 11, adapted to receive the ver-
tical side walls of the box 5, and in order to
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prevent the entrance of c_ement at the endsof

the box one of said pieces is placed close to

each end. The wedges 7 and 8 are then with-

drawn and the cement cover 12 is formed by

spreading a layer of green cement over the
cover 10, said ee ment__extending down into the
recesses formed by wedges 7 and 8 and unit-
ing firmly with the 31de walls of the vault.
As a consequence a vault is formed which is
seamless, so that it is absolutelf impervious

to mmsture, vermin, or ghouls.

I claim as my mventmn—

A method of constructing burial-vaults
which consists in laying a floor of green ce-
ment upon the bottom of the grave, pl&cmb
the casket-box thereon in the grave, insert-
ing green cement beiween the vertical walls
of the casket-box and the walls of the grave
S0 as to form a unit with the eement floor, in-
serting removable absorbent strips in the up-

the absorbent sfrips, placing a suppertmg-
covering over the open upper end of the
casket-box, and placing a layer of green ce-
ment upon said covering and extending from

side to side of the vertical walls so as to unite

therewith and extendinto therecesses formed
by the removal of the absorbent strips.

LEWIS MILLER

Witnesses:
CHAS. W. MCLAUGHLIN,
JOHN E. LA RUE. .
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per edges of the vertical cement walls, insert-
ing the casket in the casket-box, removing

I
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