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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that we, JoEN FLOYD SMITH
and JAMES S. HULL, citizens of the United
States, residing at New York, in the county of
New York a,nd State of New York, have in-
vented cortain new and usefn! Impmvements
in Cuff-Holders; and we do hereby declare the

following tobe a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, sueh as wilienable others |
skilled in the art. to which it appertains to

make and use the same.

This invention relates to 1mnr0vement3 in
cuff-holders of the class embodymg twin tog-
gle-jaws and adapted to be used for fasten—
ing the cuffs to the inside of the coat-sleeves.

The object of the invention is to obviate
certain objections to kindred fasteners as
generally constructed and to provlde a fas-

tener or clasp wherein provision is had for

breaking the joint between the jaws when
the fastener is held in the hand and for re-

taining the jaws in place and limiting their

outwmd movement and whereby the cost of
produetion is cheapened, the construction

simplified, and the number of parts redueed.

to the smallest amount possible.

Ifor a full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of
the means for effecting the results reference
is to be had to the followmg description and
drawings hereto attached.

Whﬂe the essential and characteristic foa-

tures of the invention aretosome extent sus-
ceptible of modification, still the preferred
embodiment of the mveﬂtlon is illustrated
in the accompanying dra.wmﬂ*s, in which—

I'igure 1'is a perspective view of the clasp
or fastener showing the jaws in their open
p051t10n Flﬂ“ 2 is a similar view showing
the jaws clased Fig. 3 isa bottom plan view.
Fig. 4 is a top view of one of the ]&WS and
the mating end ol the other jaw.
side view of a jaw. Kig.61sa sades view of
the fastener, the jaws bemn' closed. Fig. 7
18 a detail perspectwe view of an end portion
of the base-plate. ~

Like reference characters deswnate corre-
sponding parts throughout the seveml views.

The letter A in the drawings represents a
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outermost position.

Spr mg-met&l base-plate havmﬂ' upturned ends
1, terminating in tongues o a’. Two toggle-
Ja,ws B B'are pwated together and mounted

in this base-plate between the upturned ends

thereof, the jaw B being formed with curved
arms b, hawnw one termmatmcr in a laterally-
extendmﬂ* ear b,

pivoted thereto by the pin D, passing through

ears b’ project out far enmwh to form finger-
pieces by means of which a strong pull may
be conveniently exerted upon the jaws to
force them open when the fasteneris held in
the hand. The toggle-jaws B B’ are provided
with slots &* 0® near their outer ends and
are praf&ra,bly serrated or toothed at their
inner or pivoted ends to securely grip the
coat-sleeve. The two jaws after having their

arms fitted together and pivoted are placed in
the spring-frame formed by the base A and

the upturned ends 1 thereof in such a manner
that the tongues a a’ project through the slots

D? b3, the projecting ends of the tongnes belng

ﬁurved toward each other to ret&m the jaws

in place and limit their opening movement

when the joint is broken either to release or
secure the fastener to the sleeve of the coat
or other garment. The upturned ends 1 of
the sprin ﬂ‘-t}la,tﬁ,supplemen ted by its base por-
tion, hold the jaws in the open:position; but

| said plate is adapted to yield and allow the

jaws to be forced downward,putting the plate
under tension, of course, so that it forces the
two jaws tightly together. The arms b 0* are

so proportioned that their pivotal connection

may pass below a straight line drawn between
the shoulders formed at the base of thetongues
a o', 80 that when said jaws are forced down
to the limit of their movement the tension of

the spring-plate tends to hold them down, as

well as to force them to_a*ether
-comes inside the arm 5% at one side of the fas-

"The arm &

tener, and the arm b* comes inside the arm b
at the opposite side of the fastener, with the
result that an arm of each jaw occupies an
The ears b are formed.

Wlth therespective jaws BB'. Hencetheoper-

The other jaw, B, is pro-
vided with arms b, overlapping the armsband

55

| coineident openings in the overlapped parts 6o
| of thesaid arms. The outermost arm o* termi-
natesin a laterally-extending ear ', and the
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ating pressure applied to the ears b’ isequal- | their ears are alike in form, the same form of

1zed. and exerted
Jaws. | |
Upon the bottom of the plate A is a spring-

directly upon the respective

tongue C to engage the cuff, which tongue is

formed integrally with the plate by slitting
said plate and displacing the metal between
the slits, as shown. |

In operation the spring-tongue Cis slipped |

under the rear edge of the cuff,so that the fas-
tener will be clamped to the cuff and lie over
the buttonhole. The fastener is opened and
thrust, with the cuff, into the coat - sleeve.

“When in the proper position the coat-sleeve

18 pressed down upon the fastener,and the
Jaws closing will grip a portion of the sleeve
pressed therebetween. To remove the cuff,
the thumb and forefinger are used to grip the

- sleeve and the ears b’ beneath it, so that by

. 20

an outward pull the jaws B B’ may be conven-
lently opened and the sleeve released. By
this means strain on the coat-sleeve is pre-
vented and the teeth of the jaws are prevented
from. tearing the sleeve.

The construction shown is simple, the cost
of production very little in excess of material,

the jaws easy to open, a firm grip obtainable, |

and liability of tearing of the coat-sleeve ef-
fectually avoided when detaching the cuff

1

30 therefrom. FKurthermore, as both jaws and |

die may be employed for stamping out both
from sheet metal. The advantages of our

structure over any other device will therefore

be readily perceived and appreciated.

- Having thus deseribed the invention, what
18 claimed as new is—

A fastener comprising a base having a
tongue pressed outward therefrom, said base
having its end portions bent upward and con-
tracted for a short distance from their ex-

tremities to form tongues which are curved

toward each other and have shoulders at their
bases, toggle -jaws having slots near their
outerendstoreceive the said curved tongues,
and having curved arms near theirinnerends
overlapped, the arm of one jaw being outer-
most at one side and an arm of the other jaw
being outermost at the opposite side, the ends
of the outermost arms being bent outward to
form finger-pieces, and a pin pivotally con-
necting the said arms, substantially as speci-
fied. |
In testimony whereof we aifix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses. |
JOHN FLOYD SMITH.
JAMES S. HULL.
Witnesses:
DAVID MORRIS, |
ISAAC BERNSTEIN.

L. 8. ]
| L. S. ]
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