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| ment of the detachableand adjustable blotter.

Lo «ll whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK C. KLEE, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Du-
buque, in the county of Dubugue and State of
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Impl ovementsin Hotel-Registers; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full clear, and ex-
act description of the mven’uon sm,h as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention- relates to hotel-registers,
and among the objects in view is to pmwde

4, hotel—-leﬂ*lstel with a detaeh&bly-mmnwed.

ad] llb‘[i&ble sheet adapted to receive advertis-
ing matter or not, as desired, and which sheet
may be and is Drefel ably an ordlnaly blotter-
sheet, or it may be of cardboard or other ma-
terlal the said sheet being adapted to occupy
a position between two of the leaves of the
register and to be readily adjusted to permit
the turning of the leaves or for the purpose
of renewing the said blotter-sheet by a new
one. ThusI avold the necessity of providing
alternate blotter-sheets throughout the regis-
ter, thus lessening the bulk of_ the latter.

A further obgject 1s to provide simple, eco-
nomical, and readily-operated means for de-
tachably connecting the blotter to the regis-
ter-platfiorm.

Other objects and advantaﬂes will be a.p-
parent from the following deseuptlon when
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struetion, arrangement, and combination of
parts, as hereinafter fully set forth,illustrated
In the drawings, and pointed out In the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a hotfel-register embodying my im-
provements, showing some of the leaves
broken away to clearly show one of the spring-
clips. ¥1g. 2 is a vertical sectional view
through the register. Fig. 3 1s a bottom plan
view of the 1err'1stel-supp01t Figs. 410 8, in-
clusive, are detail views hereinafter 1efeuer1
to. Fw 91s a bottom plan view of a modi-
fied constr ncetion of the metal supporting-
frame. I'ig. 10 1is a plan view of a hotel-reg-

50 1ster, showing a modification in the arrange-

(No model.)
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Referring to the drawings, and particularly
to Figs. 1 to 8, 1nelusive, 1 1I]leELteS the reg-
1ster- book proper, which’ may be constr ucted
of any desired size orcapacity. Thesaid book
18 adapted to be revolubly mounted upon a
support which will rest upon the hotel-coun-
ter, and for so supporting the book I provide
the following construction and arrangement
of parts. |

2 1udicates a support for the register, pref-
erably of metal and comprising radial arms
3, which at their outer ends upon the under
side are provided with rubber feet, which are
adapted torest upon the counter.. The num-
ber of arms 3 may be varied without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention; but I
preferably employ but three arms, whereby
the support will be adapted to stand firmly
on an uneven surface. Thesupport2hasan

annularrim, joining the arms, and the outer
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ends of the arms are stwnfrbhened or braced

‘by bracing 6, which joins the arms with the

annular rim. This construction provides a
light yet strong support. The rim 5 is of
Somewhat O'Lea,tel thickness.than the arms,
whereby the upper surface of the rim will be
on a plane above the upper surface of the
arms,whereby toprovidean abutmentor bear-
ring-face, for a purpose presently explained.

While the construction of support just de-
seribed is that which I prefer; yet it is ob-

vious that certain minor changes might be

made without departing from the scope of

‘my invention—as, for instance, there may be

four arms, as above stated, and the outer
ends of the arms might be Jomed together by

an annular rim 3', as seen in Hig. 9.

The support is provided with a central ap-
erture 7, in which is rotatably mounted a
stud or pnot S, projecting from the under
side of a plate or disk 0. The pivot 1s rev-

olubly secured to the support by means of

a washer. 10, held thereto by a screw 10, To
the plate or ring is secured,by means of Screws

12 or otherwise, a wooden’ platform 13, upon

which the hotel-registeris adapted to: duectly
rest.
ably, securing the register in position on the
platform the Tatter is p10V1ded at the righf;
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For the purpose of firmly yet detach-
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and left edges of the platform with spring- ] of the standard 21 and bears at one end
against a washer 37, inserted within sleeve

clips 14 of any suitable construction and

‘adaptecd to receive the corresponding edges

of the covers of the book when the latter is
spread ¢pen, and thus hold the said book in
place. The platform is preferably provided
upon its under side with depending strips 11,
adapted to reach within a short distance of

- the counter, and thus providing means for
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- means of a

securing additional steadiness of the entire
device. |

15 indicates the adjustable sheet (blotter
or other) adapted for use with my hotel-reg-
ister. This sheet corresponds in size to the
sheets of the register, and to one edge of said
sheet 15 is pasted a strip 16 of fabric-—such

as muslin, paper, or the like—which strip is |

made into a loop or sleeve 17. Thissleeve is
adapted to receive a light metal rod 18, the
upper end of which is pivotally attached by
pin 19 to the head of a short
standard 20. The opposite end of the rod is
detachably secured to a short standard 21,
which at its free end is provided with two
hooks 22, which practically encirecle the rod.
The function of the.standard 20 is to serve
as a hinge-support for one end of the rod,
while the function of the standard 21 is to
serve-as a lock to lock the other end of the
rod in place. When in position, the rod lies
transversely of the book at the center there-
of, as seen plainly in Figs. 1 and 2, and thus
the blotter-sheet carried by the rod is nor-
mally maintained in its proper position be-
tween the leaves.

- Inasmuch as the rod carrying the blotter-
sheet must be adapted to permit of a varying

number of leaves of the register being passed

- thereunder, it is necessary to provide for a
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yielding or adjustable connection of the rod
with the platform supporting the book, and

this 1 accomplish as follows: The standard |

20 has a reduced round end or shank 23,
which passes through a round opening 24 in
a plate 25, secured to the platform by screws
26 or otherwise. To the plate is secured a
sleeve 27, which is inserted in the platform

- centrally of one of the longitudinal edges of
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the latter, (the upper edge as shown.) Sur-
rounding the shank of the standard 20 is a
coiled spring 28, bearing at one end upon a
washer 29, inserted within the sleeve 27, and
at the opposite end against the under side of

the plate 25. A pin 30 prevents the shank
from being withdrawn through the washer.

The normal tendeney of the spring is to keep
the standard retracted, and thus maintain
the rod in close but yielding contact with the
leaves of the register. The standard 21 has

a shank one portion 31 of which is squared

and passes through a squared opening 32 in
a plate 33, while another portion 34 is annu-
lar. A sleeve 35 is inserted in the platform
centrally of the other longitudinal edge of the
same, sald sleeve being.secured to the plate
33. A coiled spring 36 surrounds the shank

|
|

39, and at the opposite end against the under
side of the plate 33. The normal tendency

of spring 36 (like that of spring 28) is to keep
the standard 21 retracted, and thus assist in
maintaining the rod in yielding contact with
the leaves of the register.
is to be turned to present a fresh side for en-
tries 1t 1s first necessary to remove the blot-
ter from its position, (seen in Figs. 1 and 2,)
and this is readily accomplished by raising
the standard 21 sufficiently to cause the
squared part of its shank to free the opening
in plate 33, and the annular part of said
shank is then turned to permit of the end of
rod 18 being released from the catches there-
of, and the rod is then turned up to allow the
leat to be turned or to permit the old blotter
being slipped off of the rod and a fresh blot-
ter substituted. Hither of these purposes be-
ing accomplished, the end of the rod isagain
inserted between the catches of standard 21
and the latter permitted to be retracted into
its normal position by its coil-spring. It will
benoted that by the construction of the stand-
ard 20 and 1ts yielding connection with the
platform the said standard and the corre-
sponding end of the rod will be permitted to
yield to accommodate additional leaves be-
neath the rod.

As shown in Fig. 2, the under side of the
ring or plate 9 bears upon the upper abut-
ting surface of the rim 5 of the support 2,
and thus prevents the sagging of the register
and the platform and plate to one side or the
other when the register is'subjected to hard
usage.

In Fig. 9 I show a slight modification in the

construction of the metal supporting-frame,
wherein the latter comprises the four arms 2/,
joined by an outer annular rim 3.

- In Fig. 10 I show a modified arrangement
of the blotter, its supporting-rod, and codper-
ating parts. In this arrangement the stand-
ards 20" and 21', similar to the standards 20
and 21, are arranged on the platform 13', lon-
gitudinally thereof—that is to say, near the
upper edge at points near the right and left
hand edges—and the blotter-sheet 15, carried
by the rod 18, is of a width corresponding to
that of one of the leaves of the book, and in
use the blotter is simply folded down to lie
opposite that page of the register which is be-
ing used. When it is desired to turn a leaf,
the blotter is simply raised, the leaf turned,
and tke blotter folded back again. The blot-
ter can be readily slid along the rod when it
is desired to use that page of the register upon

which the blotter may have been lying. For
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Now when a leaf
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replacing the blotter-sheet by a fresh one the

operation is similar to that described with
reference to the arrangement seen in Figs. 1
and 2.

- 13" represents two spring - clips arranged
upon opposite sides of the platform and se-
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cured thereto for the purpose of retaining the |

register in a relatively permanent position
thereon.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination with asupporting plate

or platform, of arod having a pivotal connec-

tion at one end with the platform, a locking
device carried by the platform and construect-
ed to detachably lock the other end of the rod
and means to permit the rod to have a yield-
ing movement perpendicularly to the plat-
form.

2. The combination with asupporting plate
or platform, of a rod adapted to lie trans-
versely across a book laid upon the platform,
a short standard carried by the platform and
to which one end of the rod is pivotally con-
nected, a second short standard carried by
the platform and constructed to detachably
lock the other ¢nd of the rod, and a yielding
connection between the said standards and
the platform to permitthe rod to have a yield-

Ing movement perpendicularly to the plat-

form. |

3. The combination with a supporting plate
or platform, of a rod, a short standard car-
ried by the platform and to which one end
of the rod is pivotally connected, a rotatable
short standard carried by the platform and
having its upper end constructed to form
hooks for detachably locking the other end
of the rod. |

4. The combination with a supporting plate
or platform, of a short standard, a rod having
one end pivotally connected with the said
standard, a spring arranged to act upon said

standard to normally retract the same, a sec- |

S

ond short standard constructed to detachably
engage and lock the other end of the rod, and
a spring arranged to act upon thelatter stand-
ard to normally retract the same.

9. T'hecombination with a supporting plate
or platform for a book, of plates secured there-
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to at opposite sides, the one having a round 4

and the other a squared aperture, a sleeve

‘carried by each plate and inserted within the

platform, short standards, the one having a

round shank and the other a squared shank
| with respective round and squared portions

extending through the apertures and within

springs arranged to normally retract the
standards, and a rod pivoted at one end to
one of the standards, and its other end adapt-
ed to be engaged by the hooks of the other

‘standard.

6. The eombinat-ibn with a supporting plate
or platform, of a rod having a pivotal connec-
tion at one end with the platform, means for

detachably locking the other end of the rod,

means to permit the rod to have a yielding

movement perpendicularly to the platform,

and a sheet provided at one edge with a loop
or sleeve throngh which latter the rod loosely
passes, sald sleeve being adapted to slip end-
wise off the rod when the latter has been de-
tached from the locking means and swung
upon its pivot in the manner set forth. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK C. KLEE.

Witnesses:
W. M. CLEWELL,
ALEXANDER SIMPLOT.
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the sleeves, one of said standards being con-
| structed at its upper end with hooks, coiled
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