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~1s a vertical transverse sectional view.
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ECLEICATION forming part of Ietters Patent No. 704,473, dated J uly 8, 1902,

application filed August 29, 1901, Serial No, 73,712, (No model.) |

To ali whom it mary concern:

Be it known thatI, CHARLES F. DEPLANTY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Cof-
feyville, in the county of Montgomery and

State of Kansas, haveinvented a newand use.
a specifica-

ful Desk, of which the following is
tion. |

The present invention relates to desks; and
the object thereofisto provide meansfor hold-
Ing a supply of writing material in pile so

thatthe uppersheet will be su bstantiallylevel

with the platform or top of the desk and for
raising the
therefrom. Many bla

money-order blanks and the like—are putup

in blocks or pads, which are unhandy to write

upon because of their thickness and the con-
sequentdistance at which

18 located above the desk. The present in-

vention is designed for accommodating these
pads so that their upper faces will be on a

level with the desk, and therefore in more
convenient position to the writer.

Important features reside in the means for:

lifting the material as it is used and holding
1t in the desired position for retracting the

support when a new pad or-supply of paper
18 to be inserted and in the various details of

construction, as will more fully appear.
The preferred embodiment of the invention

is illustrated in the accompanyi_n gdrawings, -

while the construction and operation thereof
18 described in the following specification.
This construction is set forth with particu-

larity, and it is therefore to be understood

that the invention is not limited to this spe-
cific construction, but may be changed and
modified within the limits of theclaims hereto
appended. =~ | _

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a desk embodying the present im-
provements. Iig. 2 is an elevation of the
side opposite to that shown in Fig. 1. TFig. 3
Fig. 4
1S a vertical longitudinal section taken on
the line = 2 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a longitudi-
nal section taken on the line v 1y of Fig. 3.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings,. |

In the preferred embodiment of the mven-

pile as the sheets are removed
Many blanks—as, for instan co,

the writing-surface

o

‘cils. In front of or below the
groove the top or platform is provided with

tion, as shown, the desk is in.the form of g cas-
Ing comprising the side and.end walls 10 and

11 and an inclined top or platform 12, hav-
1ng at its’ upper -end

an ink-well 13 and s
groove 14 for the reception of
pen-receiving

the rectangular opening 15, that extends
transversely across the desk, but terminates
well within the side edges thereof. Secured

directly beneath this opening is a receptacle

16; that is of the same size thereof and is

preferably open at thé bottom. The ends. 17

of this receptacle are therefore spaced from

‘the inner faces of the side walls 10 of the
desk, and said ends are provided with verti-

porting-bar 20, the ends of which, 2
through the. slots 18.

cally-disposed slots 18. Slidably mounted in
the receptacle 16 is a follower comprising a
base-plate 19, beneath which is secured a Sup-
sproject;

that the follower may be raised to or lowered

-ened or toothed terminal. 26, that

vided: A shaft23is

from the upper face of the desk.

 For the purpose of adjusting the follower
and holding it at different distances from the
top of the desk the following means is pro-

preferably though not necessarily passing
through the receptacle 16 and having its ends
projecting -through and .beyond the outer
faces of the sides 10 of the desk. One of the
projecting ends is provided with the handle-
knob 23, while the other carries. a- friction
disk or wheel 24, A flat-metal holding-

Spring 25, secured to the outer face of the

desk, bears against the periphery of the wheel

and is preferably. provided with the sharp-
L that constitutes
means forholding the shaft against accidental
rotation. Keyed or otherwise secured to the
shaft at the opposite ends of the receptacle
16 are band-disks 27, to which are fastened
the ends of the bands or straps 28, that pass
beneath the projecting ends 21 of the follower
and have their opposite ends secured, as
shown at 29, to the under face of the platform
12,

pens or pen-

journaled across the desk,
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It will thus be seen |
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Retracting - springs 30 are secured at

their upper ends in sockets 31 in the sup-
porting-bar20 of the follower, whiletheirlower
onds are fastened to rods 32, arranged across
the lower end of the receptacle. -
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The operation of the device will be readily
understood. When it is desired to insert a
pad or pile of writing material, the shatt 18
rotated to unwind the bands 28 from their
disks,whereupon the springs 30 will draw the
follower to the lower portion of the recepta-
cle. The pad is then inserted, and by rotat-

ing the shaft in the opposite direction the !

follower is raised until the top sheet is level
with the upper surface of the desk. As the
sheets are removed from the receptacle the

.pile is gradually raised by slightly turning

the shaft and winding the bands upon the
disks thereof, so that the level will always be
kept in the same plane as the surface of the
desk. By this construction it will be seen
that an exceedingly simple device is provided
which has all the features mentioned in the
preliminary portion of the specification in
that the writing-surface is always in the most
convenient position and issecurely held there.
A further advantage resides in the fact that
there is not as much chance of a pad or tab-
let becoming misplaced or lost as with the

ordinary desk, in which they are simply laid

thereon. Further than this, by having the

operating mechanism as above described the
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construction, operation, and many advan-

entire follower will always be moved uni-
formly, so that its upper face will maintain

its proper relation to the platform of the desk,

and said follower may be operated by one
hand. Theliability of havingoneend higher
than the other by adjusting said ends un-
equally is therefore obviated. |
From the foregoing it is thought that the

~ tages of the herein-described desk will be

readily apparent to those skilled in the art

~ without further description, and it will be
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understood that various changes in the form,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of this invention. |
Having thus described the invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

- ent, 1Is— |
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1. The combination with a desk havingan
opening in its top, of a receptacle located be-
neath the opening, a follower slidably mount-
ed in the receptacle beneath the opening, a
shaft journaled across the desk, a band se-

704,473

! cured to the shaft and having an engagement
with the follower to move the same within the
receptacle and toward the desk-top, and a
retracting-spring located beneath the follower
| and within the receptacle, said spring being
fastened to the follower to move it away from
! the desk-top. |

2. A desk having an opening in the plat-
form thereof, a follower located beneath the

| same,manually-operated means for positively
moving the follower toward the opening, and
alock engaging the manually-operated means
to hold the follower against movement.

3. A desk having an opening in its plat-

| and movable toward and from the same, a
shaft journaled upon the desk, connections
| between the shaftand the follower, and means
for holding the shaft against movement.

4, The combination with a desk havingan
opening in its top, of a receptacle located be-
neath the opening, a follower slidably mount-
| ed in the receptacle and having portions pro-
jecting beyond the opposite ends of the same,
a shaft journaled across the desk, and con-
nections between the shaft and the project-
ing ends of the follower.

| opening in its top, of areceptacle located be-
| neath the opening, a follower slidably mount-
ed in the receptacle and having portions pro-
jecting through the opposite endsof the same,
a shaft journaled across the desk beneath 1ts
top and projecting from one side thereof, said
projecting end being provided with a handle-
knob, disks secured to the shafts at the op-
posite ends of the receptacle, bands secured
| to the disks and passing about the projecting
portions of the follower, a friction-wheel at-
| tached to the shaft, a holding-spring bearing
against the wheel, and a coiled spring secured
| to the under side of the follower for retract-

ing the same. |

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. -

| ~ CHARLES F. DEPLANTY.

| Witnesses:
8. S. SMITH,
] J. W. DAVIS.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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' opening and movable toward and from the -

form, a follower located beneath the opening
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5. The combination with-a desk havingan
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