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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, MARIA COCHRAN, a cibi-

zen of the United States of America, and a

resident of New York, New York county,
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Belt Fasten-
ers, Clasps, or Buckles, of which the follow-
Ing 18 a specification.

"vly invention relates-to 1mpwvements in
fasteners or buckles for belts adapted for use
by women as an article of wearing-apparel.
It relates more particularly to fasteners or

buckles for belts used in connection with the

so-called ‘“low-dip” or ‘‘extended” waist,
wherein the front 1s extended much lower
than in other types and styles of dress.

1ts application and use, for it may be em-
ployed with profit and comfort in fasteners
or buckles used in connection with any kind
of a belt and for any kind or cut of a dress.

The ordinary belt is troublesome- and an-

noying to the wearer, because of its tendency
to rise and work up out of position, and thus
not properly performing its intended func-
tions. Particularly is this true in the style
or cut of dress or waist first above mentioned,

where the front point of the same is extended
so low that the belt encireling the waist of

the wearer, which 1s conmder&bly higher at |

the sides, is impelled or drawn upward, and

without some auxiliary means to hold it down

it is practically impossible to keep it in place.
Such a tendency in the article is extremely
troublesome to the wearer, being a source of
constant annoyance, and has led to the pro-
duction of various devices to overcome the
difficulty. These devices commonly require
some special mode of making the dress, skirt,
or article with which it is to be worn, as cut-
ting or forming openings in the apparel,
through the medinm of which the belt or fas-
tener may be held depressed in the desired
position, or In the use of pins and similar de-
vices; but all of these are more or less ex-
pensive and troublesome or where pins and
the like are used result in despoiling the ma-
terial of the dress to which it is secured.
Moreover, more time and attentionis required
to adjust and keep them in place than is de-

sirable or than can conveniently be devoted
to if.

The
improvement, however, is not so limited in

My invention contemplates an attachment
for the fastener, clasp, or buckle which when
the belt 1s placed about the waist and the fas-
tener or buckle is adjusted in position will
not allow the same to move upward from the
adjusted position, nor, in fact, can it move

downward or in any other direction from its

position. At the same time the attachment
can be applied to any fastener, clasp, or bue-
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kle, may be worn with any dress, and is en-

tirely out of sight when in use. It does not
require specially-made garments and does not
cut, prick, orinjure the outer garment in any
way, and is, moreover, inexpensive to manu-
tacture.

- The belt attachment when formed in the
manner shown in the drawings consists, it

will be observed, of a vertical body or shank

portion and of two reversely-bent hook por-
tions, the lower hook portion being upturned
and adapted to serve as a hook-point for en-
caging the cloth of an undergarment. When
applied to the back of a belt buckle or clasp

in the manner shown and described, it is in.

the nature of a hook, having a shank portion

{ which stands away from the back of the belt

buckle or clasp and which is provided with

an upturned point adapted, as stated, to en-

oage the cloth of an undergarment, whlle the
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downwar dly-projecting shank portlon of the

| hook is adapted for insertion in the waist-

band of an outer garment. In this way the
attachment is completely out of sight when
worn with a belt, and the upturned hook por-
tion thus inserted back of the waistband of
an outer garment engages the cloth of an un-
dergarment, therebyavoiding the necessity of
puncturing or mutilating the outer garment.
More pa,ltlculm ly stated thein Venmon Com-

| prises a fastener, clasp, or buckle adapted to

secure the two ends of the belt together and
having a reversely-bent hook -or hooks at-
tached to its back or rear side, by means of
which the same is secured in place, the first
bent portion of the hook being adapted to
slide over the top or band of the outer skirt
or gcarment and. the reverse portion, which is
prefera,bly sharp-pointed, being adapted to
hook under or into the materml or garment
beneath, thus securing the hook in a moment
of time, so that it can “neither fall, ereep up,
or move sidewise.
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The invention further comprides the novel
construetion,parts, and combinations of parts
hereinafter described, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part hereof, in which the same reference
characters designate like parts throughout
the several views, and in which-—

Figure 11is aviewshowing the style of dress
with which the invention is particularly
adapted for use. Fig. 2 isa view of the back
face of the fastener or clasp, showing thesame
before the ends of the belt are secured to-
gether thereby. Fig.3isasimilarviewshow-
ing the parts connected together. Fig. 4 1is
a cross-sectional view on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 1s a rear perspective view of the modi-

fication, showing how the securing-hooks may
not be permanently attached to the fastener
or clasp and also how the securing-hooks may
be duplicated; and Fig. 6 shows a different
form of fastener or buckle to which the in-
vention is applied. | S

In the figures the numeral 2 indicates the

‘main or body portion of a fastener, clasp, or

buckle of any ordinary type, the front face
of which may be ornamented in any desired
It may also be of any desired con-
figuration and, as shown, is provided with a
side projecting portion 3, bearing a staple 4,
towhich one end of the belt 5 may be secured,
asshown. A tongue 6, formed integrally with
the said body portion 2 or otherwise secured

“thereto, is provided to receive the slot 7 in a

projection 8 on the eye portion 9 of the fas-
tener, which eye portion is provided with a
staple similar to staple 4 aforesaid, and in
which the other end of the belt 5 is adapted
to be secured. These parts are shown sepa-
rated in Kig. 2 and together in the position in
which they are worn in Tig. 3, with the hook
6 on the body portion 2 projecting through
the slot 7 .in the eye portion 9. All this may

'be of the usual and ordinary construction of
-a fastener, clasp, or buckle and may be of any

desired form, size, and ornamentation.
These fasteners and belts are especially
adapted to be worn, as in Fig. 1, with the
waist low-dipped, and to prevent the belt from
working up I attach a reversely-bent hook to

- the back or rear face of the same, as shown
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in the other figures of the drawings. As seen

‘in Fig. 4, the hook comprises an end portion

10, soldered: or otherwise permanently at-

tached to the back face of the body portion

2. The hook is then curved outwardly and
extends downwardly at 11, the lower end of
which is formed into a hook 12, as shown,

the end of the same being preferably formed

with a pin-point. This reversely-bent wire
or similar part forms, it will be observed, a
hook portion between the body 2 of the fas-
tener and the straight portion 11 of the wire
and also the upwardly-extending hook 12, as

‘before explained.

The numeral 13 denotes the top or band of

a garment, as a skirt 14, over which the first

1
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portion of the hook may be placed, while the
numeral 15 designates the material of any
garment which may be worn beneath the
same. )

The manner of using the device is quite
simple. The belt is placed about-the waist,
as shown in FKig. 1, and the ends hooked to-
gether, as shown in Fig. 3. The first portion
of the hook is then slipped down over the

waistband 13 of the skirt or outer garment

and the hook 12 caught into the material of
the garment 15 beneath. It is then impossi-
ble for the fastener or the belt to work up or
down or in any other direction without spe-
cial effort to that end.

As shown in the modification in Fig. 5, a
plurality of such hooks may be employed.
Moreover, it is not necessary that the said

| hook be permanentlyattached to the fastener

or clasp. As shown, the loops 16 may be

formed in the material of the fastener, or the

loops may be secured thereto by solder or in
any other desired manner, the hooks being
sufficiently long to pass beneath both the up-
per and lower loops and being thereby held in
place without the assistance of solder or other
permanent means. As stated, these loops
can be soldered to the back of the buckle or
clasp, and in this way it is possible to em-
ploy any suitable form of belt buckle or clasp
and to attach my improved hook device to a
buckle or similar fastening means not espe-
cially designed therefor and not sold in con-
nection therewith. Furthermore, whether
the loops are attached to a buckle or clasp of
any suitable form or whether the same are
made a part of the specially-constructed
buckle or clasp the hooks can be made de-
tachable and can consequently be removed
when it is desired to dispense with them.

Fig. 6 further illustrates the use and scope
of my improvements, in which a buckle of
the ordinary type and having a tongue 17 is
provided with the securing and retaining
hook of my invention. Here the portion 102
of the hook is extended so as to pass both
sides 13 of the buckle, to which it may be se-
cured by solder or by some temporary means,
as in the case of Fig. 5.

T'he use of the invention in all these forms
is of course the same in manner, and it is to
be understood that in any of the forms the
number of such hooks may be increased or
varied, as desired, and that they may be tem-
porarily or permanently attached.

While I have shown and described the in-
vention and the manner in which it is to be
carried out with particular reference to the
details of construction and arrangement, I
would have it understood that I do not wish
to be limited thereto, as various changes, al-
terations, and modifications may be made
therein and still come within its scope and
principle; but |

What I do ¢laim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. T'he combination of a belt having a sunit-
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able clasp or buckle, and a hook applied to
the back of said clasp or buckle, said hook

having a shank portion adapted and arranged

to stand away from the back of the clasp or
buckle and thereby adapted to lie beneath or
back of the waistband of an outer garment,

and the hook being formed with an upturned
pointadapted to engage the cloth of an under-
garment, substantially as deseribed.

9. The combination of a belt having a suit-
able clasp or buckle, and a hook applied as
an attachment to the back of said clasp or
buckle and adapted for holding the belt in
place, said hookhaving a shank portlon adapt-

ed to stand away from the back of the buckle

or clasp and projecting downwardly beneath
or back of the waistband of an outer garment,
and the hook thus formed and applied being
provided with an outwardly and upwardly
projecting point adapted to engage the cloth
of an undergarment, substa,ntlally as de-
scribed.

3. A device adapted to be applied asan at: l

tachment toladies’ belts and adapted for hold-
ing the frontof such beit downin place,consist-

ing of awire with its end portions bent backin

opposite directions to form a reversely-bent
hook, one of such hook portions being adapt-

ed for attachment to the back of a Dbelt
“buckle or clasp, so as to have the shank por-

tion of the hook stand away from the back

3
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of such buckle or clasp, and the lower up-

turned hook portion being provided with a
hook-point for engaging the cloth of an un-

dergarment, the said shank portion by stand-

ing away from the back of the buckle or clasp
being adapted for insertion back of the waist-
band of an outer garment, substantially as
described.

Signed by me at Ohmago Cook county, I1li-
nois, this 4th day of June, 1901.

MARIA COOHRAN.

Witnesses:
RoBERT LEWIS THUES,
HARRY P. BAUMGARTNER
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