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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH MAURICE BIRD, OF WASHINGTON,

f—— i A = Fm Rt

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

HAT-BOX.

SPECIFIG.E% TION forming pa.rt of Leﬁtere Pement No. 704, 431 dated July 8, 1802,

Applmetlen ﬁled February 7, 1902 Serlel No. 92,949, (No model.)

Yo all whonmy vt i coneern:

Beitknown that I, JOSEPH MAURICE I3IRD,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, District of Columbia, have in-
vented cer tam new and useful Imp1 ovements

in Hat-Boxes, of which the followingis aspeci- |

fication.

This invention relates to “hat- boxes, par-
ticularly of the type designed for holding silk
or other stiff hats, such as usually worn by
men,and has special reference to animproved
box of this character possessing special utility
for traveling purposes and providing posi-
tive and reliable mean for supporting the
headwear in such a manner as to prevent in-
jury thereto from rough usage or handling.
To thisend the 11:1ven1310n contemplates a hat-
box, preferably of the traveling type, em- |
bodying interior supporting or holding means
for the hat, said Supportlnﬂ" Or holdmﬂ* means
being of a cushmn or yielding char eeter SO a8
to act as a cushion-buffer to strain 1mposed
upon the headwear in any direction.

A further object in this eonnection is to
provide interior holding or supporting means |
which insures carrying the hat in a rigid po-
sition without any strain on the brim thereof,
thus obviating the objections to ordinary
forms of traveling boxes or cases wherein the
brim of a stiff hat very frequently becomes
crushed or broken in traveling.

Another object of the mventmn 13 10 as80-
ciate with interior yielding supporting or |
holding means for the hat an improved form:
of fastener or fastening-stay also contribut-
ing to the proper positioning of the hat, as |
well as preferably assisting in the yielding,
bracing, or support thereof.

With these and many other objects in view,
which will more readily appear as the nature
of the invention 1s better understood, the
same consists in the novel construction, com-
bination, and arrangement of parts to be
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated,
and claimed. | |

The essential features of the invention in-
volved in the yielding supporting or hold-
ing means within the box are necessarily sus-
ceptible to a wide range of modification with-
out departing from the spirit or secope there-
of ; but certain preferred embodiments of the |

[l sesinleee el

traveling type or such as desmned for store
| use, may be equipped with the yielding sup-

'invention are shown in the accompanying

drawings, in which— |
Figure 11is a top plan view of a hat-box

with the cover removed and showing equipped 55

with yielding supporting and holding means

constructed in accordance with the present
invention. Fig.2is a vertical sectional view
of the. consbructwn shown in Fig. 1, illas-
trating the interior supporting and holding
means as including not only a yielding bmm-
rest, but also .:Lyleldmn' crown-receiver. IKig.
3 is a similar view showing a form of the in-
vention in which the interior yieldable crown-
receiver may be dispensed with. Fig. 4isan
enlarged detail sectional view of the con-
str 110131011 shown in Fig. 2, illustrating more
clearly the manner of supportmg the brim-
rest and also the interior crown -receiver
when the two are associated together. Kig.
5 is an enlarged detail secmonel view of the
constr uetmn shown 1n FKig. 3, illustrating
more plainly the mounting of the yieldeble
brim-rest when employed alone. Fig. 6 is a
view similar to Fig. 1, showing a het held in
position within the box. Tig. 71s an enlarged
detail sectional view on the line 7 7 of Flﬂ"
6, showing more plainly the construction ef
one of the members of the fastening-stay.

Like reference-numerals designate corre- 8o
sponding parts throughout the several figures
of the rhewmﬂ's |

In carrying out the invention 1t is obvious .
that any shape or form of box, whether of the |
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porting and holding means contemplated by

the present invention. It is likewiseobyious
that. the supporting and holding means for
the hat may be associated and mounted within
the box in any suitable or approved manner
without departing from the spirit or scope of
the invention; but for illustrative purposes
certaln pr eferl ed embodimentsof the interior
supporting and holding means for a hat are
shown ip the drawings as associated with the
form of hat-box such as usually employed as a
traveling box orcase for the well-known silk or
““peaver” hat. The invention will therefore

Q0

95

be explained in connection with this illustra-
tion, and referring particularly to the draw-
ings thenumeral 1 designates the box proper,

Y00
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essentially consisting of an outer case of the | the holding-bracket 11 may be fitted to the

ordinary frusto-conical shape and having the

usual cover 2. These parts of the box con-

stitute no part of the present invention; but
in carrying out the latter an important fea-
ture thereof resides in arranging within the
outer case 1 of the box an interior yieldable
brim-rest 3. The. brim-rest is yieldable in a

- vertical direction with reference to the up-
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right position of the box and is usually con-

structed iIn an elliptical or approximately

elliptical ring form to conform to the eross-
sectional shape of the casel. The said brim-
rest isalsosomewhat smallerin diameter than

the cross-sectional area of the portion of the

box or case within which it is arranged in
order that it may freely yield when any strain

~isimposed thereon, and thus cushion the brim |
of the hat, which fits over and is supported

on the said rest. The latter may e formed
of any suitable material. Ordinarily it is
preferably of an upwardly-flaring form and

may consist of a convexed cushion-body 4,

suitably fitted on a base ring or plate 5, and it

18 also preferable in the construction of the

brim-rest to provide the same at what might
properly be termed the ‘“end portions” there-
of with the upstanding swelled retaining-
bosses 6, which are designed for engagement
particularly with the inclined flat vizor por-
tions at the front and rear ends of the hat-
brim in order to prevent displacement of the
brim from its rest in alongitudinal direction.
Of course the said portions of the brim are
in rolled or curled form usually and fit over
opposite side portions of the brim-rest, and
thus prevent displacement in a transverse di-

‘rection.

The yieldable brim-rest 3 has associated
therewith cushion-supports 7. These cush-
lon-supports may beof any character that will
provide for yieldingly supporting the brimn-
rest, 8o that it will freely yield to strain im-
posed thereon,and afterremoval of strain will
resume a normal position for naturally hold-
ing the brim of the hat. This action of the
brim-rest entirely relieves the brim of the
hat from a crushing or breaking strain. The

- 8aid cushion-supports 7 for the brim-rest may
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be in the form of coiled supporting-springs
arranged on guiding-stems 8, working through

guide - openings 9, formed in the horizontal

portions 10 of holding-brackets 11, arranged
within the interior of the outer ease 1 of the
hat-box. Theholding-brackets1l may be in-
dividual brackets for each guiding-stem 8 or

may be in the form of a continuous ring or

band, such as suggested in certain ficures of
the drawings. In a simple form of the in-
vention,wherein the yieldable brim-rest 3 con-
stitutes the sole supporting means for the

- hat, the holding-bracket 11is preferably fitted

fast to the inner wall of the outer case 1 of

the box with the flange or member 10 pro-
Jected inwardly to provide for receiving and

sustaining the guiding-stems 8 of the brim- |
-rest. It is obvious in this construction that |

case of the box in any suitable or approved
manunerand held in a perfectly stationary po-
sition by any means without departing from
the spirit of the invention. This embodi-
ment of the invention is plainly shown in
Figs. 3 and 5 of the drawings, and it may be
found desirable under some conditions to as-
soclate with the brim-rest a crown-reeeiver
12, such as suggested in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings. In the construction shown in Fig. 2 of
the drawings, where a crown-receiver is em-
ployed, the holding-bracket 11 for the yield-
able brim-rest 3 may be fitted directly to the
upper edge portion of the receiver 12; but in
such an arrangement the same independent
yielding or cushion support is provided for
the brim-rest. Inthe construction herein de-
scribed—namely, that shown in Fig. 2—the
crown-receiver is in the form of an inner box
or well to receive therein the crown portion

of the hat, and thus constitute additional

holding means other than the brim-rest. The
sald erown-receiver is yieldable in all direc-
tions to accommodate itself to any strain im-
posed thereon. It is not only supported but
braced through the medium of cushions. A
supporting-cushion 13 is interposed between
the bottom of the receiver 12 and the bottom
of the box-case 1, and a plurality of bracing-
cushions 14 are arranged about the receiver
12 and interposed between the wall thereof
and the inner wall of the said case 1. It will
thus be seen that the receiver 12 will readily

yleld in any and all directions, so as to en-
tirely relieve the stiff crown of the hat from

such strain as might be imposed thereon in-
dependent of the brim. The said cushions 13
and 14 are preferably in the form of spiral
springs, as shown in the drawings, and may
obviously be any equivalent cushion device.

In connection with the devices described
there is also preferably utilized a fastening-
stay, (designated in its entirety by the ref-
erence-number15.)
signed to take the place of the ordinary fas-

tening or holding strap usually buckled over

the hat within the box, but in the present in-
vention is designed to act in an auxiliary ca-
pacity to the yielding supporting means al-
ready described. The said stay consists of
the opposite spring - sections, which are in-

tended to provide a yielding fastening for the

hat and at the same time overcome the ob-
Jjections to the ordinary elastic straps usually
employed forthat purpose. Each of the yield-
ing members 16 of the stay is provided with
an inelastic attaching-section 17, securely
fastened to one side of the box-case 1 and
bent to curve over the convex body portion
4 of the brim-rest, and at the end portion op-
posite the section 17 each yielding member
16 is also provided with a spring-section 18,
having one or a plurality of springs and car-
rying the catch element 19 for detachable en-

This fastening-stayisde-
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gagement with the complemental catch ele-

ment carried by the spring - section of the
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other yielding member 16. These interlock-

ing cateh elements 19 may be the ordinary

hook-and-eye or any of the forms of catches
employed in strap-fastenings of the charac-
terdescribed. Interposedbetween thisspring
13 and inelastic section 17 each of the yield-
ing members 16 of the stay 15 carries a sup-
plemental holding device 20, essentially con-

sisting of a support 21 and the hat-engaging

member 22, This hat-engaging member is

preferably in the form of a pin designed to
extend inside of the hat at the edge thereof

~ and preferablyslidably mounted in the guide-
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slot 23, formed in the support 21 and pro-

vided with a laterally-offset guiding-stem 24,

working through an opening in a portion of
the support 21 and receiving thereon a cush-
ion - spring 25, which yieldingly holds the
member or pin 22 in engagement with the
edge portion of the hat-body. Of course the
hat-engaging member or pin 22 may be held
fixed in relation to the support 21, carrying
the same, inasmuch as the spring-sections 18
of the separate members 16 provide for a
spring or yielding action.

It will be obviousfrom the construction de-
scribed that the hat-box equipped with the
means contemplated is necessarily of a self-
sizing character, as it readily conforms itself
to different sizes and shapes of hats, while at
the same time cushioning a jar imposed upon
the hat in any direction. |

From the foregoing it is thought that th
construction, use, and many advantages of
the herein-described hat supporting and hold-
ing means for a hat-box will be readily un-
derstood by those familiar with the art with-
out further description, and it will also be
understood that various changes in the form,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or scope of the invention or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages thereof.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

1. In a hat-box, a movable support for the
brim of the hat, and a cushion-rest for the said
support located beneath the same.

2. Ina hat-box, a vertically-movable brim-
rest consisting of a frame having a cushion-
body, and a cushion-support for the said rest
located beneath the same. |

3. Thecombination with a hat-box, of astay
comprising elastic and inelastic sections and
secured to the box so as to bear on the hat to
hold it in the box.

4. A hat-box havingan interior yieldingly-
supported brim-rest, and a separate elastic
fastening-stay having supplemental yielding
holding means. |

5, In a hat-box, the combination with the
supporting means for the hat, of a supple-
mental holder for the hat comprising holding
means engaging the brim portion.

6. In a hat-box, the combination with the

supporting means for the hat, of a supple- |

mental holder for the hat carried by the cas- .
ing and comprising holding means engaging
the brim portion. - 70
7. In a hat-box, the outer case, a vertical
yleldable brim-rest arranged within the case
and cushion-supports for the said rest located

beneath the same.

8. In a hat-box, the outer case, an interior 75
brim-restyieldablysupported within the case,
and guiding means for the brim-rest located
beneath the same. |

9. In a hat-box, the outer case, and a yield-
able continuous brim - rest provided with 8o
swelled retaining-bosses for engagement with
the vizor portions of the hat-brim. |

10. In a hat-box, the outer case, an interior
yieldable brim-rest; a plurality of cushion-
supports for the rest, and guiding means for &g
the rest. |

11. In a hat-box, the outer case, an interior
holding-bracket, a yieldable brim-fest having
a plurality of guiding-stems loosely engaging
the bracket, and spring-c¢ushions interposed go
between the bracket and the end side of the
sald brim-rest.

12, In a hat-box, the combination with the
outer case, of a yieldable brim-rest, and a
yieldable crown-receiver arranged within the ¢3
case, sald brim-rest and said crown-receiver
having an operative connection. |
- 13. In a hat-box, the outer case, a vertical
yieldable brim-rest having cushion-supports,
and a crown-receiver cushioned to yield in 100
any direction. - - -

14. In a hat-box, the outer case, a crown-
receliver arranged within the case and having
a cushion-support at the bottom, cushion-
braces interposed between the sides of the re-. 105
ceiver and the sides of the case, and a vertical
yieldable brim-rest yieldingly supported upon
the crown-receiver. |

15. In a hat-box, the combination with the
interiorsupporting means for the hat, of afas- 110
tening-stay consisting of separate yielding
members detachably connected and each pro-
vided with a supplemental holder for the hat.

16. In a hat-box, the combination with the -
interior supporting meansforthehat, of afas- 115
tening-stay consisting of separate yielding
members detachably connected and each pro-
vided with a yielding supplemental holder for
the hat. | |

17. In a hat-box, the combination with the 120
supporting means for the hat, of a fastening-
stay consisting of separate yielding members
detachably connected and each comprising a
spring-section, an inelastic section and ahold-
ing device, said holding device being provided 125
withan independently-yielding hat-engaging
pin or member adapted to extend within and
engage each portion of the hat-body.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. -. -

JOSEPH MAURICE BIRD.

Witnesses: | -
HENRY H. COOPER,

D. P, WOLHAUPTER.
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