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HERBERT F. L. ALLEN, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ASSIGNOR
TO AMERICAN MILITARY EQUIPMENT CO.. OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT

OF COLUM

BIA, A CORPORATIO\T OF WEST VIRGINIA.

PORTABLE AMMUNITION AND WATER CARRIER AND LITTER.

SCXCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 704,427, dated J uly 8, 1902,
Application filed December 4, 1901 Serial No. 84,704, (No model.) |

To all whom vt may concer:

Be it known that I, HERBERT F. L. ALLEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Washington, in the Dlstl ictof Colum-

5 bia, have mvented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Portable Ammunition and Water
-Carriers and Litters, of which the following
1S a specification.
| My invention r elﬂtes to an improvement in
10 portable ammunition and water carriers and
litters, and is an improvement on the inven-
tion disclosed in my application for Letters
Patent, Serial No. 83,164, filed November 21,
- 1901, the present 1nvent1on having specla,l
15 1eference to a collapsible draft applmnce
used in connection with two of these port-
able ammunition and water carriers and lit-
ters when coupled together, whereby the draft
appliance, as well as the vehicles, i1s con-
20 structed to fold into small COmMPAss.

With the foregoing object in view my pres-
ent invention eon51sts in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and combinations of
parts, which will be hereinafter described,

25 and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a plan view showing the two vehlcles ¢ou-
pled together with the draft appliance at-
tached theleto Fig. 2 1s a view of the same

30 in side elevation. Fig. 8 is a plan view, on

an enlarged scale, of the draft a,ppha,nce.

and Hig. pl 18 a side view of the same.
AAr epresent two vehicles mounted each on
a single centrally-located wheel B and con-
35 strueted in every respect like the invention
diselosed in the application above referred
to—that is to say, the frame is collapsible
widthwise in each individual vehicle, so that
- each can be folded to a width only a trifle
40 wider than the width of the wheel. These are
connected together in any approved manner.
- O indicates the improved draft appliance,
and the numeral 1 indicates a cross-bar cor-
responding to the cross-bar of an ordinary
45 pair of shafts or thills, and this cross-bar
serves as g means of couplmﬁ' the side bars
of the vehicle-frames together, hinged clamps
2 2 belng employed to swing over said side
bars and a key 3 being used to hold them in

i

§

eross-bar 1.

| tions hinged together at 4, forming, in effeet,

a knife-joint which folds in one direction
only—namely, rearward. Theshafts or thills
o dare pivotally connected, by means of bolts
6 6, to the cross-bar 1, and the bolts are pro- 55
vided with nuts 7 7, so that the shafts or
thills may be 1emoved if desired. IDraces 8
S extend from the cross-bar to the shafts or
thills to retain the latter rigidly in place, and
these braces are held in place at their ends 60
by bolts 9 and 10 to the cross-bar and shafts,
respectively. If preferred, the braces may
be hooked to the shaftsat1010. Inanyevent
it is desirable that this should be a remov-

‘able connection in order to allow the parts 65
to fold into compact space.

The singletree

11 1s pivoted beneath the cross-bar by the
same bolt 4 which holds the sections of the
cross-bar together. Draft-bars 12 12 extend
rearward from the bolts 9 9, which latter con- 4o
nect them pivotally with the two sections of
the cross-bar. Folding brace 13, construct-
ed substantially like cross-bar 1 - extends
across from one draft-bar 12 to the other, it
being pivotally connected at opposite ends
to sald draft-bars by means of bolts 14 14.
Rigid braces 15 15 extend from the sections
of the folding brace 13 to the draft-bars 12
12, and these rigid braces 15 15 are pivotally
connected at one end and hooked or other-
wise removably connected at the other end
to permit the parts to fold. Forks F I strad-
dle the wheels and afford a means’of connec-
tion of the draft appliance to the axles 16 16
of the wheels, they being hooked, as at 17,
around said axles. These forks are swiveled,
as at 1513, to the rear ends of the draft-bars
12 12 to permlt them to be folded vertically
when the parts are collapsed.

At the rear a coupling 19 connects the ve-
hicles together, and this coupling 19 has
hinged clamps 2 2, precisely like those pre-
viously described in connection with the
When the appliance is in place,
1t of course prevents the collapse of the ve-
hicles which it couples together, and when
they are to be collapsed the pms or keys 3 3
are removed from the clamps 2 2 and the
pins 20 20 from the forks F . In this simple

75
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50 place. Thig cross-bar is made in two sec- | way the draft appliance is entirely discon- 1eo
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nected, when by unfastening the rigid braces
88 and 1515 the appliance is folded together
‘through its median line, the forks I I being
turned vertically, and in this way the draft
applianceis folded together compactly. The
vehicles are also folded together, as fully ex-
plained in the previons application.
While I have explained just the features
1llastrated in the drawings, still it is perfectly
10 obvious that a tongue or pole might with
slight alteration be employed in lleu of the
shafts or thills and, furthermore, that other
slight changes mlﬂ'ht be resorted to in the
form and arrangement of the several parts
15 described without departing from the spirit
~and scope of my invention, and hence I do
not wish to limit myself to the exact construe-
tion herein set forth; but, |
Having fully described my invention, what

¥

20 Iclaim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters

Patent, i8—
- 1. A collapsible draft appliance having
forks swiveled at its rear end whereby the
applianceis capable of attachment to the axle
25 of the vehicle.
2. A collapsible draft appliance comprlsmﬂ'

a folding cross-bar and brace, draft-bars, |

means for attaching the appliance tothe draft- |
~antmal, and rigid braces. |

30 3. A collapsible draft appliance comprising

a folding cross-bar and brace, draft-bars,

means forattaching the appliance tothe drafi-
animal, and forks swiveled to the rear ends

of the draft-bars, said forks constructed and

adapted for attachment to the axle of the ve- 35

hicles to which the appliance is connected.

4. A collapsible draft appliance comprising

‘draft-bars, folding eross-bar and brace, said

parts pivotally connected together, shafts or
thills pivotally connected with the c¢ross-bar, 4o
rigid braces connecting the folding brace with
thedraft-barsand the eross-bar with the shafts
or thills, and a singletree pivoted to the cross-
bar by the same bolt which connects the sec-

‘tions of the cross-bar together. | 45

5. The combination with a pair of collap-
sible vehicles, of a cross-bar made in sections

~capable of folding together, means connected
therewith for the attachment of a draft-ani-
‘mal, clamps for connecting the cross-bar to 50
the side bars of the vehicles, and means for

| connecting the rear ends of the vehicles to-
gether.

In testimony whereof 1 have 1'frned this

| speclﬁeatmﬂ in the presence of two subsm ib- 55
ing witnesses.

HERBERT F. L. ALLEN.
Witnesses:
W. H. BADEN,
SANFORD EDIE.
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