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JOSEPH B. WINN, OF AUSTIN, TEXAS.

LEDGER.

SPECIFICATION formi:tig part of Letters Patent No, 704,420, dated July 8, 1902.
Application filed March 14, 1902, Serial No. 98,192, (No modsl.)

To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, JoSEPH B. WINN, a citi-

- zen of the United States, residing at Austin,
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In the county of Travis, State of Texas, have |

invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Ledgers, of which the following is a
description, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon.

My invention relates to ledgers for use in
banks and the like, and is particularly adapt-
ed for use as what are termed “‘individual”
ledgers—i. e., those books in which are kept
the accounts of the individual depositors.
The books now generally employed for this
purpose are provided with suitable ‘““name-
columns” and ‘‘daily-entry” columns, each
of said daily-entry columns being followed

by a ‘“daily-balance” column, said daily-en-

try columns being used to record the deposits
and checks for the respective days and the
dally-balance columns being used to record
the balance as shown by the day’s business
with each particular depositor. These daily
columns are provided particularly for the pur-
pose of the teller, and manifestly with the
books just described the daily balances must
be carried into a new column each day, not-
withstanding the fact that, owing to no busi-

ness on the part of the depositors, a great

number of the balances maynot have changed
from their condition at the close of the pre-
ceding day’s business. Experience has dem-
onstrated that only about twenty per cent. of
the balances change daily, so that about
eighty per cent. of the entries in the daily-
balance columns are unnecessary work ex-
cept for the fact that such a balance-column
must be kept for the teller. Furthermore,
each day the balance-column is farther re-
moved from the name-column, thus increas-
ing the chance for error on the part of the
teller in carrying a line from the name to the
balance column. |

The object of my invention is to produce a

book which shall be a combined day-book,

daily - balance book, and ledger, which is
smaller than the individual ledgers now in
use, but will earry an account for as long a
period as the said ledgers now generally em-

| column, but avoids the daily copying of the

above - mentioned eighty per cent. of un-
changed balances, while a permanent record
of monthly balances is preserved for use in
balancing pass-books, &e., and in whieh the
daily balances are at all times presented in

33

a column adjacent the depositors’ names, thus

reducing to the minimum the chances for an
error by the teller in carrying a line from the
name to the balance. | o
Tothese ends and alsoto improve generally
upon devices of the nature indicated my in-

vention consists in the various matters here- |

inafter described and claimed. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a portion of a ledger constructed
In accordance with the present invention,
short leaves being broken away. Tig. 2 is a
similar view with one of the short leaves

turned over to show the monthly-balance col-

umn thereon falling alongside of the daily-
balance column of the long leaf. Fig.3isan
end elevation of a portion of the present
ledger. | o -
‘Referring now more particularly to said
drawings, A represents a full-size or long
ledger-leaf, and B indicates short leaves
properly interposed between the leaves A.
At the left of each full-size leaf is a vertical
name -column ¢, while to the right of said
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name-column and adjacent thereto is a ver-

tical ‘‘transfer-balance” column ¢’ and a
single daily-balance column 0, this column
being preferably subdivided to present ver-
tical debit and credit columns b’ and 02, re-
spectively. Following this daily - balance
column is a series of daily-entry columns c,
here shown as single columns, the credits (or
deposits) being entered in black ink and the
debits (or checks) being entered in red ink,

| although double columns of the nature of

the daily-balance column can be employed,
if so desired. These daily-entry columns c
are adjacent each other, however, the daily-

| balance columns commonly following them,

asheretofore beingomitted,thussavingalarge
proportion of the book and making the ledger
much lighter and easier to handle.” The
daily-entry columns are continued across the
page A and then across the next following

ployed, whose use presents a daily-balance | short page until a sufficient number of col-
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- umns for the month have been prev_ided.

10
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~  three months.

and the following long

Every short leaf begins with a monthly-bal-
ance column d.

- The short pages B are made of such length
‘that when folded upon the preceding long
page A the name-column, the transfer- bal-'
~ance column, and daily- balance column upon

sald long page are left exposed and in regis-
ter with the monthly-balance eolumn d, and
by providing fourteen daily-entry celumns
upon the long page and the same numbet of
colamnns upon each succeeding short page
g page a loncr and two
following short 1ea.ves, together with the fol-
lowing page of the next eu'ceeeding long leaf,

- serve to carry the entries of the depositors

indicated 1n the name-column fora period of
As is customany, at the end

- of this period the list of depositors i3 copled

20

upon a new sheet A, the closed accounts

- being omitted.

- The daily entrles are made in the usual

- manner, and at the close of the day’s busi-

_25

ness the balances are computed and entered

in pencil in the daily-balance column 6. On

- the next day the entries of deposits and
~checks are made as usual, but at the close

~of the day’s business, instead of writing an

‘entire new daily-balance column, as has here-

tofore been necessary, the balances are com-
puted for only those accounts which show
transactions (generally about twenty per

cent. of the whole number of depositors) and
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only the balances for those accounts. are

altered in the daily-balance column, said

daily-balance column after this slight chan e
presenting the desired full colunm corrected

for the next day’s use by the teller and said

balance-column remaining adJaeent the de-
positors’ names. This operation is repeated
for each day of the month, and after the
daily-balance column has been corrected at
the close of the last day a short leaf is turned
over and the balances are copied therefrom
in ink (the debit balances in red and the
credit balances in black)in the monthly-bal-
ance column d, which thus becomes a per-
manent record for use in balancing pass-
books, &c¢. The entries for the ensuing

month are made, as above explmned in the
columns c.

The transfer-balance column @’ to the lefs |
of the ‘““monthly - balance” column b is in- |
tended to receive the balances brought for-
ward in red and black ink from the old ledger

‘in epemnﬂ' up & new one or when the deposi-

- 6o

tors’ names are transferred to new pages. The
balances may be brought forward in pencil

‘direct to the daily-balance column and so

save time and labor.
The various columns being vertical and be-
ingarranged in horizontal series with the hori-

-zontal name-lines extending across all of said

columns, a great number of accounts (usu-

ally forty) are presented by the adjacent open
pages of the book, while the daily-entry col-
~omns and the daily-balance column (and, on

704,420

the last day of the month, the monthly-bal-
ance column) for this entire number of ac-
counts are open for inspection at the same
time and no leaves have to be turned in mak-
ing up the daily-balance column from the
daily - entry columns or in making up the
monthly-balance column.

As previously noted, the deposits are on-
tered in black ink; the checks in red ink, and
the daily balenees are kept in pencil. The
balances that change during each day’s busi-
ness are erased and increased or decreased
daily as the accounts are credited with de-
posits ot debited with checks. After com-
puting the daily balances the bookkeeper
changes the total-balance footings of each

' page of the ledger by adding the difference

between the total checks and deposits of the
page if the excess is a ¢redit and subtracting
if a debit; but should the debit-balance col-
umn increase he adds to the result already
obtained its total increase and subtracts if a
decrease. Afterthe daily balances have been
computed and the total-balance footings
erased and changed the work is verified by
footing the balances, and if correct the dif-
ference between the total debit and credit

t balance footings of the previous day plus or

minus the difference between the total checks

and deposits of the day just closed balances
with the difference between the total debit
and credit balances of the day just closed.
By the use of the present book the feller
(for whose especial guide the daily balances
are computed) can see ata glance the stand-

ing of each deposwor, the bookkeeper can bal-
ance each day’s business with the teller’s cash

without the aid of a journal or any auxiliary

books, and the bookkeeper can verify each
page of his work independently of the other
pages.
acombined day-book, daily-balance book,and
ledger, 18 small, and therefore more econom-
ical and more eaelly handled than are the in-
dividual ledgers now commonly used, and by
1ts use the necessary records are presented in

| aconvenient manner for all persons who work

from them, and these records are kept and the
proper ver1ﬁcat10ns are made by the expendi-
ture of much less time and labor than is nec-
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The present book therefore produces

IIO
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essary in keeping the books now commonly

employed.

The placingof the monthly-balenee column
d at the beginning of each short leaf throws it
adjacent to the delly balance column, which
greatly facilitates the recording of the bal-
ances therein in ink from the daﬂy-balance
column the last day of each month.
leaves the monthly-balance column exposed
to view adjacent to the daily-balance column,

It also

120
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which enablesthe bookkeeper to readily catch -

up errors, if made in computating and eras-
ing the daily balances.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Tetters Pat-

ent, 18— |
1. A ledger or the like comprising long

I30
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leaves, each provided with 2 name-space, a | all of the other columns; substantially as de-

single designated ‘‘daily-balance” column,

-adjacent to the name-space, and a series of

designated ‘‘ daily-entry” columns for one
month’s business, and short leaves between
and of less length than the long leaves and
each beginning with a designated ‘‘ monthly-
balance” column, followed by a series of des-
ignated ‘¢ daily -entry ” columns for one
month’s business; the short leaves being of a
length that when laid over on thelongleaves
the name-space and *‘ daily-balance” spaces
will be exposed to view, and the latter serve
for use with all of the other columns; substan-
tially as described.

2. A ledger or the like, comprising long
leaveseach having a name-space,a designated
‘““transfer-balance” column, a single desig-
nated *‘daily-balance” column, and a series
of designated ‘“daily-entry” columns for one
month’s business, and short leaves between
and of less length than the long leaves and
each beginning with a designated ‘° monthly-
balance” ecolumn followed by a series of desig-
nated ‘“ daily-entry” columns for one month’s
business; the short leaves being of a length
that when laid over on the long leaves the
name-space, ‘‘transfer-balance ” column and
the *¢daily-balance” column will all be ex-

posed to view and the latter serve foruse with |

S

scribed.

3. A ledger or the like, provided with long

leaves each having asingle designated ¢ daily-

balance ” eolumn and short leaves beginning 33

with a designated ‘“monthly-balance” col-

umn to fall adjacent to the said single ¢“ daily-
balance” column, when the short leaf is laid
on the long leaf to facilitate the recording of
the balances in ink from the ‘¢ daily-balance”

49

column on the last day of the month and

thereby obviating the necessity of folding the
edge of the short leaf upon itself; substan-
tially as described. | -
4. A ledger or the like, provided with a ver-
tical name-space, next a designated vertical

transfer-balance column, next & single verti-

cal designated ‘“ daily-balance” columin, next

a single vertical designated ‘“monthly-bal-

ance” and followed by a series of vertical
‘“daily-entry” columns; all of the before-men-
tioned columns exposed to view at the same

time, for the purposes set forth. S

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

| in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH B. WINN.

Witnesses:

C. W. FOSTER, |
~ G. N. Dir.-worrH, Jr.
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